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Iraq opposed to ‘anT«tt formula’ of oil sate 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq said Friday il would no* accept in its 
current form U.N. Security Council Resolution 996, which allows 
quarterly Iraqi oil sales of up to SI billion to buy food and 
Isnedfctae- Iraq** ruling Saath Party newspaper A! Thawra. 
however, did not state dearly whether Baghdad would accept a 
modified version of the resolution, “In its current formula. 
Resolution 986 is stillborn, it aims at exploiting the conditions 
maced 'by the blockade in order to establish a geographical and 
political situation that will destroy Iraq's unity,” A! Thawra said. 
-This b what our wise leadership has been opposing by alt means, 
with the people's support." it said. The Security Council on 
Wednesday renewed the five-ycar-old sanctions against Iraq, 
imposed after Baghdad's invasion of Kuwait. Egypt on Thursday 
called for "new discussions" between the United Nations and Iraq 
over Resolution 986 in order to reach an accord acceptable to both 
sdes for its implementation. 
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Ui. Senate approves Palestinian aid 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. senate has given final 
congressional approval to a bill resuming U.S. aid to Palestinians 
through Dec. 31 . Senate delays in approving the legislation led to a 
temporary cessation of activities at the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation's (PLO) Washington office last week. Approval by 
voice vote sent the bill to President Bill Clinton. New legislation 
would be required for a further extension into next year. Aid to 
the Palestinians enjoys bipartisan support. But Senate majority 
leader Bob Dole and Foreign Relations Committee Chairman 
Jesse Helms allowed the old authorisation to expire in a dispute 
with the Clinton administration over reorganising the State 
Department and other agencies that handle foreign issues. The 
State Department had complained that the Senate Republicans' 
tactics of Mr. Dole and Mr. Helms amounted to holding the 
Middle East peace process hostage to a flap over reducing the 
foreign affairs bureaucracy. The United State is committed to 
providing S50Q million in assistance to the Palestinians over five 
years. The administration considers the aid to be a critical element 
of the Middle East peace negotiations. 
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Settlers oppose 
seizing of land 

HALHOUL, occupied West 
Bank~(R) — A small group of 
Jewish sealers joined Palesti- 
nian landowners on Friday to 
protest against Israeli govern- 
ment plans to destroy 
vineyards to build a road for 
Israelis in the West Bank, 
witnesses said. About 25 set- 
tlers from Knyar Arba, Heb- 
ron and Efrai joined a similar 
number of Palestinian land- 
owners from the southern 
West Bank town of Halhoul 
in a rare joint sit-down pro- 
test. Soldiers looked on but 
did not intervene. “We have 
a rabbinical opinion... that 
prohibits Jews from taking or 
stealing or destroying the 
lands of non-Jews," said 
Kiryat Arba sealer David 
Ramati. 

EU refuses to 
budge on Libya 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) is refusing 
to budge on its refusal to 
allow Libya to take part in 
the European-Mediterranean 
conference in Barcelona later 
this month, an Egyptian offi- 
cial said Friday after a visit to 
Paris. “The European Union 
is insisting that countries tak- 
ing part in the meeting have 
cooperation links with it. 
Libya bas no such ties," Rauf 
Ghoneim, foreign ministry 
official for European affairs, 
told journalists here. 

Bahraini opposition 
apologises to emir 


gives birth 
ing exam 
jws chili 
n toilet 


MANAMA (R) — Bahraini 
newspapers said on Friday 
five opposition leaders had 
apologised to Emir Sheikh 
Isa Ben Salman A1 Khalifa 
over their anti-government 
^protests. “We express our 
TOeep regret with regard to 
our behaviour and acts which 
led to troubles in the coun- 
oy,” the Shiite Muslim activ- 
ists said in a letter to the 
emir. “We will work to res- 
tore calm, end violence and 
restore normal life... we 
make this initiative without 
any demand or conditions." 

Bonn puts off 
Islamic conference 

BONN (R) — Germany on 
Friday put off an Islamic con- 
ference planned for next 
week after parliament unex- 
pectedly passed a vote saying 
Iranian Foreign Minister Ali 
Akbar Velayati should be ex- 
cluded, Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel said. Parlia- 
ment voted to exclude Mr. 
Velayati because Tehran had 
welcomed the assassination 
of Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin. 
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Government to comply with King’s directives 
through constitutional process - prime minister 

Aim is to protect democracy from excesses and executive authority will 
work closely with legislature on measures , Sharif Zeid says after HM”s 

hard-hitting comments on the media and professional associations 

Parliament fully 
backs King's views 
and pledges action 


By P.V.Vjveknund and Natasha Bukhari 


AMMAN - The prime minis- 
ter. Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
said Friday that his govern- 
ment would adopt necessary 
measures to protect Jordan's 
national unity and cohesive- 
ness but that any step in this 
regard would be taken in ac- 
cordance with the country's 
constitutional process. 

'His Majesty King 
Hussein issued specific direc- 
tives (in his speech to senior 
array and security officers 
Thursday) which the govern- 
ment will comply with." 
Sharif Zeid told the Jordan 
Times. "However, the gov- 
ernment will not issue any 
emergency or temporary laws 
to achieve His Majesty's ob- 
jectives,' the prime minister 
added. "Any change in laws 


will be effected only in coop- 
eration with Parliament." 

In his address, broadcast 
on national radio and televi- 
sion. King Hussein ex- 
pressed anger over the tactics 
adopted by the country's 
hardliners who oppose the 
peace agreement with Israel 
and those who rejoiced at the 
assassination of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin. 

The King strongly reiter- 
ated his vow that anyone 
"who seeks to destroy na- 
tional unity" would be his 
"foe forever." 

The King also assailed the 
local media, state-owned as 
well as privaiely-nin. for not 
living up to the challenges of 
.the day and said journalists 
critical of the peace process' 


'Democracy dofes 
not mean crossing 
the red lines, de- 
stroying national 
unity, destroying 
what is worth 
something, and 
under-estimating 
the achievements 
of the country' 

See full text of the King's address on page 7 



were demoralising people, 
propagating defeatism and 
sowing dissension* which 
harmed national unity. 

"I do not feel that there is 
a medium, whether on the 


official level or the media in 
general, that belongs to this 
country, defending it or de- 
fending its achievements, re- 
flecting the bright image of 
this country," he said. 


Without naming the publi- 
cation, the King referred to a 
lead story that appeared in 
last week's issue of Al 
Sabeel, a mouthpiece of the 
Islamist movement, that 
reported the assassination of 
Mr. Rabin with the headline 
"One Less Murderer." 

The King said: "In my 
view and in the view* of hon- 
ourable people, murderers 
have increased by one” rather 
than the other way around. 

"It is high time to say that 
ail terrorists, regardless of 
their nationality and convic- 
tions. are one category, with 
no difference at all between 
them." said the King. "They 
are enemies of life, of 
morals, stability, security 
and peace." 

(Continued on page 2) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Friday issued a statement 
voicing support for His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
expressing concern over 
issues raised by the King a 
day earlier in a speech 
delivered before senior army 
officers at Al Hussein Medical 
Centre. 

The statement, which was 
carried by the Jordan news 
agency. Petra, and read by 
House Speaker Saad Hayel 
Srour on Jordan Television, 


said the Lower House shares 
with the King and the 
Jordanian people their con- 
cern over excesses by some 
parties over democratic 
values and national unity. 

The statement, which, 
according to Mr. Srour. was 
issued after a meeting of the 
House Executive Council, 
representatives of major 
parliamentary blocs and 
chairpersons of all House 
committees, said democracy 

(Continued on page 7) 


Expected amendments to 
Press and Publications 
Law target 'yellow press' 


>'1 

r*S no*' 


by Prime Minister 

? , - Narasimha Rao as the 
fnuation was “not consistent 
*Hh the conduct of a fair and 
election in Kashmir." 


By a Jordan Tfanes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The impending 
changes that the government 
is expected introduce to the 
Press and Publication Law 
will enable the executive au- 
thority to take stronger mea- 
sures against publications 
which His Majesty King 
Hussein accused Thursday of 
working to harm the country 
and undermine its stability. 

The reported amendments, 
which are expected to be pre- 
sented to Parliament when it 
reconvenes in December, 
would empower the govern- 
ment with the authority to 
close dpwn temporarily or 
permanently newspapers that 
violate the law or step on (he 
"red lines" which the 
Constitution and the National 
Charier have drawn. 

The changes would be the 
first to be introduced to the 
Press and Publication Law 
since it was endorsed by the 
Ilch Parliament in 1993. 
Observers believe that the 
government will have no 
trouble in passing the 


amendments through the 
Lower House of Parliament 
where a majority supports 
the government's policies.. 

The current law metes out 
mostly financial punishment 
to newspapers and journalists 
who violate its provisions. 
But it also allows for the trial 
of those who commit certain 
types of violations such as at- 
tacking the security forces or 
the defamation of the royal 
family under the penalty code 
which imposes punishment 
that could include imprison- 
ment. 

"Controls and curbs must 
be introduced and 
(punishment) for those who 
violate public ethics and 
morals (in the press) should 
be reconsidered.” said the 
King in his address to senior 
military and security offi- 
cials. 

''It seems that our hopes 
were bigger than our reality 
when we abolished limits and 
made the strongest punish- 
ment for any wrongdoer a 
mere JD 1000," said the King 
in his address. 


Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker said the King had 
given "clear directives which 
the government will comply 
with." (story above). 

The government has the 
right to introduce the legisla- 
tive changes through an ex- 
traordinary draft law when 
Parliament is in recess. But 
Sharif Zeid ruled out such a 
step saying that any legal 
changes will be introduced in 
cooperation with parliament. 

The criticism that the King 
levelled at the media in his 
address Thursday was .the 
strongest in a series of re- 
marks that he had made over 
the past two years about what 
he described as the unsatisfac- 
tory performance of both the 
official and privately owned 
media. 

While the King's criticism 
was also directed at the offi- 
cial media for failing to de- 
fend the state's policies and 
presenting them in a proper 
perspective, his apparent 
anger was mainly directed at 

(Condoned on page 2) 


Experts agree on need to curb excessive 
powers of associations, but split on means 


By Sa’eda Kihml 

Special io the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — As the govern- 
ment appears determined to 
move towards changing the 
laws governing the work of 
professional associations in a 
bid to curb the unions' pow- 
ers and domination over their 
members' political affilia- 
tions, there are divisions 
among supporters of thfc 
move on bow any new legisla- 
tion might be constructed. 

While some analysts be- 
lieve that membership in pro- 
fessional associations should 
remain mandatory, others in- 
sist on following the govern- 
ment’s footsteps in making 
the membership voluntary as 
a necessary measure to sepa- 
rate politics from profession- 
al work. Proponents of the 
laner school of thought be- 
lieve that associations have 
for long abused their power 
and that the only means of 
promoting and protecting* 
democracy and pluralism in 
the countjy is by making 
membership voluntary. 

“Members have become 
slaves for their associations," 
says Dr. Zeid Hamzeh, a 
former minister of health. 
“Associations are controlling 
their members, speaking on 
their behalf, and imposing 
their own political ideas on 


members who are otherwise 
afraid to speak out so as not 
to lose their jobs.” 

Senator Taber Hikmat, 
who is a former minister of 
justice, says membership 
should remain as it is, manda- 
tory, but politics should be 
separated from professional 
work. Dr. Zeid Hamzeh in- 
sists that forcing individuals 
to belong to associations 
gives unions excessive pow- 
ers. 

Moreover, “it is unconsti- 
tutional and in contradiction 
with the basic principles of 
human rights,” Dr. Hamzeh 
maintains. “The executive 
boards of professional un- 
ions, which in most cases did 
not win by majority vote, 
would be entitled to excessive 
powers if membership re- 
mained obligatory," he says. 
“They have been and will still 
be abusing these powers if 
the situation did not change." 

Membership in profession- 
al unions, unlike trade un- 
ions, has been always manda- 
tory since their establishment 
in the 1950s. The need to 
change it to a voluntarily 
status was deemed necessary 
by the government recently, 
especially when professional 
associations started taking se- 
vere measures against their 
members if they “normal- 
ised” relations with Israel or 


Israelis. 

In his speech on Thursday, 
His Majesty "King Hussein 
alluded to the medical asso- 
ciation and the engineers 
association which banned 
their members from partici- 
pating in the Middle East and 
North Africa economic sum- 
mit held here last month. 

“Is this democracy or dic- 
tatorship?" the King asked. 
"Do they really represent the 

E ublic?... why don’t they 
:ave politics to politicians 
and to representatives of the 
people who are freely 
elected.” 

Several confrontations, 
especially after the signing of 
the Oct. 1994 Jortianian- 
Israeli peace treaty, have 
occurred between pro- peace 
members and their unions' 
executive bodies. Hamadeh 
Fara’neh, a writer, was sack- 
ed from the .writers associa- 
tion last year for giving an 
interview to Israeli television. 

“It is not an issue of nor- 
malisation," says Dr. Ham- 
zeh. “The story of the profes- 
sional unions, or better asso- 
ciations, existed long time 
ago, but no one dared to 
make a move.” 

“It has surfaced now be- 
cause they have exceeded the 
limits of what is permissible. 7 
According to Dr. Hamzeh, 
a former president of the 


medical association, the ex- 
ecutive councils, which for 
the most part are ^against, 
normalising relations with 
Israel, are not representative 
of the majority of members. 
Only 10 per cent of those who 
have the right to vote actually 
yoted in the recent medical 
association elections, be says. 
“I believe it is the same case 
in the engineers association." 

Senator Hikmat agrees and 
insists that “unions should 
not be used as a tool for political 
action... These practices are 
a sharp violation of public 
freedoms." 

On the other hand Leitb 
Shubeflat. president of the 
engineers association, dismis- 
ses ali arguments that imply 
that the association forces its 
members to adhere to certain 
political ideas or that it is 
involved in politics. 

“We are not political. We 
are talking about current 
issues that are of interest to 
every individual in this coun- 
try,” he says. But what is 
happening is that “the state is 
changing our terms of refer- 
ence and is telling our people 
that we are rewriting his- 


tory." 

Lov 


>wer House of Parlia- 
ment Deputy Bassam Hadda- 
din said be believes that pro- 

(Continned on page 2) 


Peres and Arafat 
may meet Sunday 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat may meet with Israel's 
acting Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres in Cairo on Sun- 
day. Mr. Arafat's spokesman 
said Friday. 

“It’s not definite, but it's 
possible,” spokesman Mar- 
wan Kanafani said, when 
asked about a meeting. “For 
the moment, it's not con- 
firmed.” 

It would be the first time 
Mr. Peres met Mr. Arafat 
since he became Israel’s new 
leader after the Nov. 4 assas- 
sination of his predecessor 
Yitzhak Rabin try a Jewish 
fanatic. 

Mr. Arafat is to chair a 
meeting of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee in the 
Egyptian capital on Sunday. 

Mr. Peres assured the 
Palestinian leader by tele- 
phone on Wednesday that 
Israel’s troop redeployment 
outside six West Bank towns, 
to be completed by the end of- 
the year, would go ahead as 
planned despite Mr. Rabin’s 
murder. 

An initial contingent of 
1,000 Palestinian policemen 
is to arrive Monday in Jenin. 


the first town to be transfer- 
red under the Sept. 28 West 
Bank autonomy deal. The 
army is to hand over control 
of Jenin on Wednesday, the 
PLO has said. 

Hie Israeli redeployment 
from the six towns is to be 
followed by the first Palesti- 
nian elections, forecast to 
take place in January. 

Major-General Abdul 
Razaq Majaidah, comman- 
der of the Palestinian police 
in self-ruled Gaza, said 347 
policemen from the para- 
military national security 
forces arrived in 32 vehicles 
in Jericho and would move to 
Jenin on Monday. 

“They arrived in uniform 
and with their own weapons. 
They will enter Jenin on 
Monday,” Gen. Majaidah 
told Reuters. 

Israel will also hand over 
civilian authorities and par- 
tial security responsibilities in 
450 towns, villages and re- 
fugee camps. 

Palestinians in Jenin said 
the Israeli army had cleared 
most of its belongings from 
the city’s military headquar- 
ters but was still guarding the 

(Cootinoed <n page 7) 


Rifkind 
reaffirms 
support 
for peace 

AMMAN (Agencies) — Brit- 
ish Foreign Secretary Mal- 
colm Rifkind on Friday stres- 
sed his country's support for 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and outlined the import- 
ance of pursuing efforts to 
enhance and build regional 
peace and stability. 

Speaking to reporters at 
the British ambassador's resi- 
dence, Mr. Rifkind praised 
Jordan’s leading role in 
establishing peace in the re- 
gion and in turning this peace 
into reality. 

He said he discussed with 
His Majesty King Hussein 
the situation in Iraq, 
Jordanian-British relations 
and the economic and com- 
mercial ties between Jordan 
and Europe, in addition to 
Jordan’s participation in this 
month's Barcelona confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Rifkind also said U.N. 
sanctions on Iraq could rc- 

(Continned on page 7) 


Sixth suspect held in Rabin murder 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — A court 
remanded a sixth suspected 
Jewish plotter in Yitzhak 
Rabin's murder on Friday as 
supporters of an extremist 
rabbi planned to defy a police 
ban and rally on the day of 
the prime minister’s memo- 
rial. 

Police spokesman Eric 
Bar-Chen said that one man 
was. arrested Thursday for 
condoning Mr. Rabin's assas- 
sination on television. The 
man, identified as 44-year- 
old David Balahsan, was re- 
manded for 'seven days in a 
magistrate’s court near Tel 
Aviv. 

Police Minister Moshe 
.Shahal insisted the murder 
was the work of a Jewish 
terror group which had tried 
before to kill the premier and 
blow up his peace accords 
with the Palestinians. 

“The inquiry taking place 
has revealed at least three 
attempts to assassinate Rabin 
since the launch of Palesti- 
nian autonomy in May 1994,” 
he told journalists. 

“All I can say is that the 
assassin, Yigal Amir, is not 
the only one implicated in 
these anempts,” Mr. Shahal 
said. 

But the Shin Bet intelli- 
gence service, under attack 
for having been caught off its 


guard, has voiced doubts on 
me conspiracy theory first 
raised by Mr. Shahal the pre- 
vious day. 

A senior official told Israel 
Radio that so far the police 
investigation had only proved 
the involvement of two peo- 
ple: Amir. 27 r and his 
brother Hagai who confessed 
to preparing the lethal dum- 
dum bullets used. 

Yigal Amir has said killing 
Mr. Rabin was his “sacred 
duty” but told a court on 
Monday he acted alone. 

The latest suspect to be 
detained, 23-year-old 
Michael Epstein, was reman- 
ded for five days on suspicion 
of conspiracy and knowing in 
advance of the assassination 
last Saturday at a Tel Aviv 
peace rally. 

A total of six people are in 
custody for the murder in- 
cluding the assassin, who has 
been linked to Eyal, an 
offshoot of the outlawed 
Kach movement headed by 
the slain Rabbi Meir Kahane. 

The six suspects now in 
.custody include the two Amir 
brothers, Eyal leader 
Avishav Raviv, Dror Adeni, 
Ohad Skomick and Epstein. 

Supporters of the extremist 
rabbi have called for a memo- 
rial serivee on the same day 
as a Tel Aviv rally for Rabin. 


An advertisement in the 
newspaper Jerusalem Post 
railed Friday for services al a 
yeshiva, or religious semi- 
nary, and at Kahane's grave 
on the Mount of Olives in 
Arab East Jerusalem on Sun- 
day. 

A police spokesman has 
warned of stem action to 
prevent such a demonstration 
of support for the outlawed 
group. 

But a yeshiva spokesman 
said the service would still go 
ahead. “Police would have to 
be crazy to break up our 
memorial. It's not politics or 
anything,” he said. 

The leader of Kach, which 
was banned in the wake of 
the Hebron mosque massacre 
of at least 30 Muslim wor- 
shippers last year by a mem- 
ber of the group, was killed 
by an Egyptian in New York 
on Nov. 5, 1990. 

The fifth aiuiivereary of the 
death of Kahane is being 
commemorated under the 
Jewish calendar. 

Hundreds of thousands of 
people are expected for Sun- 
day’s Tel Aviv memorial at 
the site where Mr. Rabin was 
murdered — Kings of Israel 
Square, which is to be re- 
named after the prime minis- 
ter. 

In Jerusalem, a state com- 


mission of inquiry into the 
assassination held its first 
jneeti.ng to discuss the proce- 
dure for hearing testimony, 
where it would hold future 
sessions and other technical 
issues. 

It will stan to question 
witnesses next week, mostly 
behind closed doors. 

A Shin Bet internal inves- 
tigation has so far led to one 
senior-level resignation and 
the suspension of three other 
officials for law security at 
the Tel Aviv rally. 

A group of Israelis waving 
signs saying “Peres you are 
not alone” demonstrated out- 
side the home of acting Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres on 
Friday, vowing not to aban- 
don die new leader. 

After Mr. Rabin was assas- 
sinated, his widow, Leah, re- 
called the weekly heckling 
outride their house by oppo- 
nents of Mr. Rabin's policy of 
peace with the Palestinians. 

"Where were you then?” 
she asked mourners on the 
street outride their Tel Aviv 
home. 

“Every Friday afternoon a 
peace demonstration is going 
to stand in front of the home 
of Prime Minister Peres and 
say ‘Shimon, you are not 

( C o ntinu ed on page 2) 




Home & Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER. 11, 199$ 


Sultan Qaboos 
aims at tribal 


support with 
general pardon 



MUSCAT (AFP) — Sultan 
Qaboos of Oman, who is set 
to release hundreds of mili- 
tants at the end of the month, 
is seeking to bolster his sup- 
port from the country’s 
tribes, diplomats said. 

“Qaboos decided to re- 
lease those fundamentalists 
to bold out his hand to the 
tribes, especially in the south', 
who have got a certain poli- 
tical influence and power," a 
Western diplomat said here. 

"These Omanis, most of 
' them students and intellec- 
tuals, come from all social' 
classes throughout the coun- 
try,” an Arab diplomat 
added. 

“Qaboos needs die support 
of around 200 tribes scattered 
throughout the country," all 
the more so because Oman 
has for the last year taken 
part in direct talks with 
Israel, he added. 

Oman and Qatar are the 
only Gulf Arab states to have 
taken concrete steps towards 
rapprochement with the Jew- 
ish state. 

Authorities said on Sunday 
that the Sultan had declared a 
general anuiesty for all pris- 
oners implicated in outlawed 
activities and organisations 
and that they would be freed 
by the end of November. 

lire state security court in 
November last year banded. 


down prison terms to an un- 
specified number of militants 
convicted -of sedition, under- 
mining social unity, and ex- 
ploiting the Muslim religion 
for destructive purposes. 

Another diplomat said 
around 200 to 600 Omanis, 
who were arrested in three 
waves between May and Au- 
gust 1994 and who were 
mainly from the country’s 
south, benefited from this un- 
precedented amnesty. 

"We cannot call them 
Islamists. They are puritans 
who are fighting against what 
they call corruption and mis- 
use of authority," the diplo- 
mat said. 

"They do not represent 
any major threat for the reg- 
ime,” m added. “They don’t 
have the means of action to 
(threaten the authorities). 
That’s why they will be re- 
leased. There’s no risk," he 
said. 

Following the arrests, the 
Omani authorities accused 
foreign parties of having fi- 
nanced die militant groups, 
the first ever dismantled in 
Oman. 

The London-based human 
rights organisation. Amnesty 
International, said in a recent 
report that the fundamental- 
ists had been charged with 
creating an illegal organisa- 
.tion and distributing pam-. 





Sultan Qaboos 


phtets denouncing Oman for 
staging a conference that 
Israel attended. 

An Omani official con- 
fumed Amnesty reports that 
those arrested included a for- 
mer Omani ambassador to 
the United States, senior offi- 
cials from the agriculture and 
commerce ministries and ex- 
ecutives of the state oil firm. 

The official who asked not 
to be named added that the 
general amnesty was per- 
ceived by several Omanis as 
the "prelude to a real change 
at all levels as part of efforts 
to bolster national unity." 

Meanwhile, Western diplo- 
mats here said they expected 
cabinet changes after festivi- 
ties for national day on Nov. 


18, although key posts would 
probably not change hands. 


probably not change hands. 

Oman, a country of 
500,000 people, is an abso- 
lute monarchy, although in 
late 1991 a consultative 
assembly was formed, with its 
59 members appointed by the 
Sultan from among repre- 
sentatives of Oman’s 59 pro- 
vinces. ‘ - 


Government to comply with King's directives 


(Continued from page 1) 


Id an implicit call for 
changes in the government’s 
approach to the media, the 
King said: "It is imperative 
to provide limitations and 
deterrents and to reconsider 
our policies towards 
(spoilers), because this 
obviously is not the standard 
we wished for our press in the 
age of democracy." 

"Democracy does not 
mean crossing the red lines. 
destroying national unity, 
destroying what is worth 
something. and 

underestimating the 
achievements of this 
country...." said the King. 
The King also lashed out at 
professional unions whose 
executive councils are domi- 
nated by Islamists and 
leftists who have threatened 
punitive measures, including 
expulsion, against any of 
their members who deal with 
Israel or Israelis. Some 
professionals have already 
been expelled from their 
respective associations for 
such contacts. 

The laws governing the 
professional unions state 
that anyone who wishes to 
practise his or her profession 
has to be a member of the 
relevant professional union 
and a suspension of 
membership would also mean 
that he or she could not 
continue to practise the 
profession. 

"Do they (the professional 
associations) represent the 
thousands of this country's 
youth?" said the King. "Do 
they serve the interests of 
their professions (and profes- 
sionals)? Until when will 
this crooked situation per- 
sist? Where is the difference 
between politics and profes- 
sionalism?" 

The King warned profes- 


sional unions and associa- 
, tions to "stay away from pol- 
itics and leave (politicking) 
to politicians and members 
of parliament who are freely 
elected by the people.” 

In a meeting with the 
press in July. Sharif Zeid said 
the government was 
considering amendments to 
the laws on professional 
unions that would do away 
with the mandatory 
membership in associations 
for any professional. 

Directing certain remarks 
to the prime minister in his 
speech on Thursday, the King 
asked the government to "ask 
my brothers (members) of the 
Higher Council for the 
Interpretation of the 
Constitution or any con- 
cerned party or take measures 
through dialogue 
(concerning) what should be 
done at the levels of the gov- 
ernment. people (and parlia- 
ment) to be fair to tins coun- 
try." 


to the Press and Publications 
Law or that of the profes- 
sional associations when 
Parliament resumes its 
regular session in December. 
But government sources saud 
that such legislative changes 
are being strongly considered 
as a way of stemming what is 
increasingly being viewed as 
incitement by especially the 
tabloid and political party 
press against the peace treaty 
with Israel. 


One official described the 
approach of the tabloids as 
"verbal violence which could 
turn into physical violence." 

According to a govern- 
ment source, "one way to 
counter that would be to 
bring down the threshold of 
punishment for violators of 
the law." One such measure 
could be a dramatic increase 
in fines imposed on those 
who are convicted of 
violating the Press and 
Publications Law (see 
stories below). 


That was seen as an ex- 
plicit call on the executive 
authority ro^, propose amend- 
ments to laws concerning the 
work and mandate of the pro- 
fessional unions and associa- 
tions as well as the Press and 
Publications Law. 

Sharif Zeid told the Jordan 
Tunes on Friday: "We are de- 
termined to protect our demo- 
erotic march and achieve- 
ments. We will not allow 
■ anyone to abuse democratic 
freedoms to destroy the na- 
tional fabric of society and 
democracy itself. Wc will 
continue to protect our ac- 
complishments and our peo- 
ple's interests within the 
country's framework." 

The prime minister did not 
say whether the government 
would introduce amendments 


The King's hard-hitting 
speech obviously stemmed 
from frustration over what 
many government officials 
describe as the immaturity of 
the local media and profes- 
sional associations to recog- 
nise the inevitability of ac- 
cepting the course of history 
and realities on the ground. 


"It seems that our hopes 
were not (compatible) with 
the sire of reality when we 
lifted all restrictions." said 
the King, referring to the 
maximum penality of JD 
1.000 for violations of the 
Press and Publications Law. 

The. King referred to the 
atmosphere of extremist in- 
citement in Israel that is 
widely seen as mainly re- 
sponsible for the assassina- 
tion of Mr. Rabin by a 
Jewish fanatic at a peace rally 


Sixth suspect 


(Continued from page l) 


-alone,’” said Erez Friedman, 
a parliamentary assistant to a 
member of Mr. Peres's 
Labour Party. 

"We won't let the rightist 
demonstrators call you a 
traitor or a killer.” he said, 
citing some of the accusations 
flung at Mr. Rabin for 
months before his death. 

“We made that mistake 
once. Leah Rabin said 'where 
were you.”’ We heard what 
she said. We take the critic- 
ism and from now on we 
promise we will be here. We 
will not make the same mis- 
take again," Mr. Friedman 
added. 

Thousands of people con- 
tinue to gather at Rabin’s 
grave in the Mount Herzl 
military cemetery, still numb 
with grief and shock after his 
assassination. 

"What he did not know, or 
would not believe, was that 
terror and murder were not 
the exclusive domain of the 
Palestinians,” wrote the 
editor-in-chief of the Jeru- 
salem Report. Hirsh Good- 
man. 


Even political barriers 
seem to have been swept" 
aside as if by magic. 

Posters and bumper stick- 
ers calling Mr. Rabin a 
"traitor” or “assassin” have 
disappeared, replaced with 
ones bidding “Goodbye, 
friend” and "Forgive us fbr 
not backing you.” 

“The State of Israel will 
never be the same," said 
Shimon Sheves, the former 
head of Mr. Rabin's office, 
and a close friend. 

The assassination has also 
redrawn the political map of 
Israel, at least temporarily. 


in Tel Aviv on Nov. 4 and 
warned that a similar atmo- 
sphere was clouding Jobdan. 

"1 remind my brothers, and 
my brother the prime minis- 
ter. that if such an atnao-’ 
sphere led to what happened 
there (in Israel), we live amid 
the same atmosphere here." 
said the King. 


The King also lashed out 
at a "neighbouring Arab 
country" — thought to be 
Syria — whose "vice- 
president" had sent a’ 
message to the Jordanian 
prime minister saying that 
"you were my friend, but it’s 
not honourable to shake the 
hand that shook Rabin's 
hand." 


The King hit bock; "We 
are not honoured to shake 
their hands because they see 
only their interest, believe in 
nothing but themselves and 
work only for them- 
selves.. .because they are too 
cowardly to shoulder their re- 
sponsibilities and to work in 
the service of the (Arab) 
Nation's future to save Arab 
people everywhere from what 
they suffer." 


The King, who has sur- 
vived numerous attempts 
against his life, said he did 
not fear assassination. 
"When ray time comes. 1 
hope it will be like that of 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein," 
said the King, referring to bis 
grandfather who was assassi- 
nated in July 1951 at the en- 
trance to the A1 Aqsa Mosque 
in Jerusalem. 


"Life and death arc in the 
hands of God and we do not 
fear criticism when we do jus- 
tice," said the King. "I would 
always be. to the last 
moment of ray life, there for 
you. from you and with you. 
to satisfy you with my 
conscience and work for 
God's will....’ 


Euro-Arab forum calls for Basic 
change in approach to education 


From Lola Kdbni in the Hague 


A GATHERING of Euro- 
pean and Arab experts on 
education is calling on Mid- 
dle Eastern countries to up- 
grade their educational sys- 
tems and on the European 
Union (EU) to support the 
educational reform prog- 
rammes in the region on a 
priority basis, given the 
fast-moving changes in the 
world economic dimate to- 
wards open market econo- 
mies that require a qualita- 
tive change of education 
and vocational training. 

The recommendations, 
adopted at the condition 
of the sixth dialogue forum 
organised by the Lutfia 
Rabbani Foundation in the 
Hague, will be submitted to- 
the Barcelona conference 
of “Euro-Mediterranean 
partnership” grouping the 
15 EU member states and 
13 non-Eu Mediterranean 
countries, including Jordan , 
this month.' 

The Hague forum was 
titled “The Quality of 
Education — Cooperation 
in Exchange . Between 1 
Europe and the Middle 
East,” and was sponsored 


by the Commission of the 
European Union, the 


European Union, the 
Dutch Ministry of Foreign. 
Affairs and the European 
Cultural Foundation. 

The recommendations 
call for higher priority for* 1 
basic education, continued 
updating of basic education 
curricula and teaching* 
methods and material,, in- 
troducing effective research 
and analysis methods, up- 
grad i n g training for, 
teachers, developing educa- 
tion management informa- 
tion systems, establishing' 
monitoring and evaluation 
.of all aspects of education 
and introducing policy 


changes in state approaches 
to education. 

They call on the Euro- 
pean Union to fund Euro- 
Arab workshops, encour- 
age studies of the regula- 
tory and legislative 
framework and to transfer 
of know-how. 

It also recommended that 
special ^Euro-Arab’* cen- 
tres be set up in the Middle 
East for training of teachers 
and reforming the approach * 
to education. 

The dialogue forum, 
focusing on what it called a 
“new globalisation 
strategy." noted that the 
international community 
has to come terms with the 
emerging world trend to- 
wards accepting the new 
strategy. ... 

“With stability in the 
Middle East and the trend 
towards achieving a free 
Euro-Mediterranean trade 
area by the year 2010, net- 
working among European 
and Arab industries should 
be encouraged in hosting 
selected trainers and 
trainees from Arab coun- 
tries for short programmes 
in European industries.” 
the recommendations said. 

Representing Jordan at* 
the meeting were Thabet 
Taber, a former minister of 
energy and mineral re- 
sources, Munther Masri, 
president of the National 
Centre for Human Re- 
sources, Inam A1 Mufti, 
president of the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation, and 
Victor Billeh. an advisor to 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan and a senior 


official of the Higher Coun- 
cil for Science and Technol- 


ogy. 

Dr. Billeh noted that Jor- 
dan has managed to address 
the problem of illiteracy 


well in comparison wth 
other Arab countries 
through focused efforts, but 
that there was a need to 
concentrate more on means 
to meet the special needs of 
children who are talented 
but suffer from learning dif- 
ficulties. 

Jordan has two institu- 
tions to deal with the prob- 
lems. he noted, adding that 
“to make their job easier in 
identifying children with, 
learning difficulties, parents . 
should be made aware and 
informed how to detect a- 
child with special needs.” 

Numbers revealed at the 
forum were very alarming, 
participants noted. 

For instance, statistics in- 
dicate that if no effective 
action is taken, the number 
of illiterates in the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) region would 
raise to 66 million, with 
adult women accounting for 
50 per cent of the figure. 

One of the hopes of the 
forum is that Arab govern- 
ments would adopt its re- 
commendations and act 
swiftly to increase the ex- 
change of educational in- 
formation among them- 
selves and with Europe, 
said Mahmoud Rabbani, 
chairman of the Lutfia Rab- 
bani Foundation. 

Mr. Rabbani noted that 
the strong presence at the 
meeting of representatives 
from Arab governments, 
non-governmental orga- 
nisations and academicians 
as well as the Arab League, 
the United Nations, and 
European countries was a 
recognition of the import- 
ance of transnational dia- 
logue on education. 

Arab participants, repre- 
senting Jordan, Palestine, 
Syria. Egypt', Morocco, 


Tunisia, Oman and Qatar, 
said the recommendations 
were not aimed at copying 
and immitating the Euro- 
pean educational system 
since the features and pecu- 
liarities of the Arab Worid 
differed vastly from those 
of Europe. At the same' 
time, they stressed the inn 
portance of enhancing-! 
cultural understanding be- 
tween the Arab World and ': 
Europe. 

Adnan Badran. deputy 
director-general for science: 
at the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organisation (UN- 
ESCO), said that with the 
international strategy of 
globalisation and borderless 
regional blocs the Middle 
East would find itself ex- 
cluded unless measures are : 
.taken to decrease the gap 
between education and in- 
formation between the re- 
gion and the rest of the 
world. 

“If we want to have a' 
part in the competitive mar- 
ket, the young generation 
should have access to good 
education,” Dr. Badran 
told the forum. 

He emphasised that the 
development of human 
rights, democracy and poli- 
tical system depended on 
the quality of education. 

The Luftia Rabbani 
Foundation is named after a 
Palestinian woman, one of. 
the tens of thousands who 
lost everything when the 
state of Israel was created, 
in mandate Palestine in 
1948. 

Established in 1967, the 
foundation aims at promot-: 

ing “mutual understanding 
between Europe and the 
Arab World through cultu- 
ral and educational ex- 
change.” 
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Amendments to target 'yellow press' 


1 (Continued front page 1) 

weekly tabloids and political 
parties' newspapers, which he 
said, were belittling the 
achievements of the Kingdom 
and degrading, its people and 
leadership. 

"(In) the yellow press... ( 
there are ) articles that defame 
the country, its leadership and 
its people." the King told 
army, intelligence and police 
officers, urging the govern- 
ment to take the necessary 
measures that would allow for 
checking excesses by these 
publications. 

King Hussein had spoken 
of certain elements in the 
press that "do not belong to 
this country." While in earlier 
speeches he mainly gave ad- 
vice for such papers and jour- 
nalists to work for the inter- 
est of the Kingdom, the King 
on Thursday explicitly in- 
structed the government not 
to tolerate the current situa- 
tion and do something about 
it. 

Sharif Zeid had also said 
that some journalists were on 
the payroll of foreign coun- 
tries but added that legal ac- 
tion could not be taken 
against them because it was 


hard to prove these charges in 
a court of law. 

Weekly tabloids and S 9 me 
political party newspapers, 
which appeared on the news- 
stands; after the currpnt press 
law lifted restrictions on the 
publication of new newspa- 
pers and magazines, have ran 
more coirfrontational * stories 
against • the policies of the 
state, especially after the 
signing of the peace treaty 
with Israel in 1994. 

Such publications drew 
criticism, mainly from offi- 
cials but also by other quar- 
ters, for sacrificing profes- 
sionalism at the altar of sen- 
sationalism. commercialism 
and propaganda for certain 
ideologies and political be- 
liefs. 

It has become usual for 
such publications to publish 
sensational headlines for 
news stories that they fail to 
substantiate. 

In expressing their oppo- 
sition to the peace treaty with 
Israel, observers say. some of 
those papers not only pre- 
sented views as news, but 
they offered these views to 
the readers in ways, when the 
officials said, could sow the". 


seeds of conflict in society. 

In handling sensitive is- 
sues such as ... peace with 
Israel, ties -with the 
Palestinians and other Arab 
states, these papers have 
failed to uphold professional 
standards in seeking accuracy 
and truth, spreading unrealis- 
tic fears among the people, 
officials say. 

The King said that these 
publications were harming 
the interests of the state and 
are preaching division in so- 
ciety. His message on 
Thursday was a clear warning 
that he would no longer toler- 
ate such practices and that the 
state had the means to ensure 
its security and stability. 

The prompt response by 
the government by working 
to introduce legislative 
change that would strengthen 
its hand in dealing with those 
publications is a strong indi- 
cation that it is going to use 
those means. 

Qut some journalists say 
that the legislative changes 
that the government is ex- 
pected to introduce should not 
allow for reinstituting the 
right to shut down publica- 
tions for violating the law. 


Some journalists pointed 
out that legislative instru.^ 
merits that enable the 
Executive Authority to close 
down newspapers could be at 
some point used against 
newspapers that do not com-'" 
mit violations of the nature oF 
the ones that have warrented 
the need to amend the Press' 
and Publication Law. ■ , ;• 

This, they said, could, 
harm the democratic process, 
which can guarantee respect 
for the law through other- 
democratic measures such as] 
imposing heavy • fines on : 
newspapers that disregard, 
professional ethics, mislead, 
the public or publish false, 
stories that slander the citi- 
zens or the government. ‘ 

The role of the press in a. 
democracy, they said, is to act 
as a watchdog of the policies* 

• of the government in protec-i 
lion of the interests of the 
state. Concern for accuracy: 
and the truth will win this, 
press credibility even among’ 
governments which it criti- 
cises, the journalists said. 
The government, on the other 
hand, should try to win the 
support of the credible press 
to its policies through con- 
vincing journalists of their 
viability.- 
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Experts agree 


(Continued from page 


Iran seizes 620 kilogrammes of drugs 


Sessional unions should be 
involved in politics and have 
the right to lobby for what he- 
describes as the nation's in- 
terests outside its profession- 
al domain. 

At the same time, unions; 
should not have the power to 


force members to adhere to 
certain political camps. Mr. 
Haddadin says. “They do not 
have the right to punish, 
members because of their 
political ideas. “These prac- 
tices should come to an end 
once and for all." 


NICOSIA (R) — Police in northeastern Iran seized 
kilometres of drop in the past two days, killing one drug 
uatticker in a clash, the Iranian news agency IRNA said on 
Thursday. It said police seized the drugs in two operatic R 

JL ,. l ? san province wh,ch borders on Afghanistan, 
one of the operations police fought with armed traffic! 
.killing one man, injuring two and arresting 13 others 
agency said. Police also seized**- grenade, an assault 
*ana some ammunition, it added. 
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'Z- 53 London. Berlin (Rj) 

I"*® Vienna (RJ). 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


Dep. Amman... 8:00 a.m. every M 
An. Damascus 5fl0p.m. mrr M 
Dep. Damascus 7:30 ul every £ 
Are. Annum — 5:00 p.m. every S 
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market puces 


Uppcr/Towcr price In IBs per kg. 


JUS"” Beirut ( RJ) 

222 .»». Aqsbi(RJ) 

"J® Tunis (add) (RJ) 

J 5 ! Vienna (RJ) 

I1U8 Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

* Geneva. Madrid (RJ1 

; Aqaba. Brussels (RJ) 

j??! London (RJ) 

Riyadh. Dhahran (RJi 

Lamms (RJ) 

32 


lf\J l 

Abu DI»W. Dubai (RJ) 

Other Flight* (Terminal 2) 


Bahnnn. Shariqah(Gn 

■* Dubai (EK) 


Apple 700/5* 

Banana 6Nt 

Banana (Mukarnjnar) 

Cabbage 160/ 

Carrot 33(WH§ 

Cauliflower iTtytORJ 

Cucumbers (husc) 150/ iOtC 

Cucumbers (small) 360/25® 

iKlHant 

Garlic TtXWOtt? 

Grapes [Z” ...... 700<S«e 

Grape Fruit 2IWHW 

Lemon 22tfl4^ 

Marrow (large) 100 / SL 

Marrow (small) 200 / 123. 

OUvatotea), * 0 Wg 

Onion (green) 320 Wi 

Onion (dry) 250/ MW 

Orange «om 


m 




liiif 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) (CY) 


I 2 -*** Bahrain. Doha (GF) 


M-2 S a s-woiMS) 

Ara^cnlamtiCL) 

Athens (OA) 


Onion (dry) 250/1581 

Orange..' 46«3aE 

Pepper (hot) 200/ UP 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato 340/ 

Radish 131 

Spinach lW% 

String Beans 6 50/4 50; 

Tangerine 230ttSi 

Tomato J3OTfc 


lit!? 


LlPT? 


LiLM 
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News 

itioj) Jordanians turn out in ‘large number 
SSS&to condole Israeli embassy officials 

■toting 
^anoflai 



Jordan Times, Saturday, November 11, 1995 
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By Jennifer Hamameh 
and 

Beatrix Immenkamp 


^tossed 
of 


tht 


^ AMMAN — Officials at 


ei ,h -%ihe Israeli embassy in 
nde retandin Amman Friday were over- 
ArabWonJ ^whelmed by *e “large 
oumbeT of Jordanians 
“adran, ^ who visited the residence 
sneral for J™! of Ambassador Shimon 
p Nations e? Shamir to convey their 
Scientifi c ^ cofid^cDces on the death 
'rganjsa^ .JJ of prime Minister Yitzhak 

bnand2l e ^tf ^ Rabin, who was 
>locs assassinated by a Jewish 

d extremist, was laid to rest 

less mea!^ ft - 1®* Monda y following an 
lecrease rh? *** emotional two-hour cere- 
ducauon nwny live on Jor ' 

between X? * dan Tfekvision. 
the rest of ?' 8 510811 rcceivin 6 room 

1 a. the residence of Israeli 
want to {u w envpy Shimon Shamir, 
competitive mj Gabnella Shamir, the wife 
oung generS ibe ambassador, togeth- 
e access tog™ er with other embassy offi- 
• ’ Dr. BadrJ dais, received condolences 
jrum. aU day Monday . as Mr. 

has * sed that Shamir had left with His 
eo i°f bumau Majesty King Hussein to 
and pot attend the funeral of Mr. 
11 depended a , Rabia in West Jerusalem. 


of education 
A f t,a Rahb aB 
> is named after t 

. ™oman, one oi 
■ thousands 
!hing when tfc. 
rael was creaiec 
te Palestine 5 

ed in 1967, fe 
aims at pronux 
d understand** 
urope and 4 ' 
d through cuitfr 
ducationa] n 


ournalists pott 
egislative in*, 
at enable t 
Authority to w 
papers could is, 
it used ajan 
that do nans 


On Tuesday Mr. Shamir 
was present at his resi- 
dence until his scheduled 
departure again, this time 
with HRH Crown Prince 
Hass an who went to visit 
Leah Rabin, the wife of die 
slain Israeli leader. 

Those who came to pay 
their respects to the Israeli 
ambassador to Jordan 
included, as was to be 
expected, many officials, 
among them members of 
the Royal family, govern- 
ment officials, present and 
previous members of the 
Aimed Forces, mayors and 
several tribal sheikhs, the 
officials said 
Much more surprising to 
them, the officials said, 
was die “large number” of 
ordinary citizens, business- 
men, professionals, 
bedouins,, students,. .work- 


is of the rax* . ... _ . 

it have warn** « and villagers of both., 
amend the fe -^-Jordanian and Pdes- a 

ion Law i 1111130 on S in ’ ™ h ? 31250 
hi., com «» came to extend their sym- 
hey said, cgc-I s 

smocranc “people came in from the 
guarantee j n cbeir working 

v through J cl0lheSi « sajd Shalom 

!Beasunrs r sucS ‘ Turgeman, second secre- 
eavy -fines taiy for press and cultural 

that d'src? affairs at the embassy, 

ethjcs, mis “Many came at the instiga- 
or publish jJqq 0 f friends who had 
slander ^ passed by earJkr.” 
jovemmeni. visitors included 

of the press # ■ people w ho had bad previ- 
hey said, isiot ous contacts with the 
>g of the ponce embassy m Amman, 

tunent in pn^ but numerous others whom 
interests cu ® members of the embassy 
na for accui** did not know before. “So 
h will win » many people we have 

lity even atn« never ^ ^ so many not 

which it connected to us in any way 
ournalists s^carne by t0 pay their 
ent, on the ouff respects,” said Mrs. 

, try to win 1 * S hamir , 
te credible F** Professionals who 
;s through ^stopped by included 

nalists of ^ — 


lawyers, doctors and jour- 
nalists, who, by visiting the 
ambassador’s residence, 
were defying their associa- 
tions’ rules to avoid con- 
tact with Israelis, or face 
the threat of disciplinary 
measures being taken 
against them. 

Mrs. Shamir sad she was 
particularly moved by the 
number of university stu- 
dents who came to sign tire 
condolences book. 

Eynat Shlein-Michacl. 
second secretary for the 
commercial department at 
the embassy, said a carload 
of students drove to the 
residence and “perhaps 
wondering whether securi- 
ty would allow them in,” 
elected one of (he group to 
attempt to get into the resi- 
dence. When he succeed- 
ed, five others followed 
him, she said. 

Ms. Shlein-Michael also 
said another student, who 
came on his own. stood in 
the receiving room and 
gave a short speech about 
the importance of pursuing 
the peace process. 

"We so often blame the 
young generation for not 
caring, for being self-cen- 
tred. But on both sides, in 
Israel and in Jordan, young 
people really made an 
appearance,” she said. 

It is the sincere and 
bean-felt expression of 
grief, shock and sorrow by 
so many ordinary people 
which shows that this is a 
peace among two peoples, 
not between two govern- 
ments, as has often been 
claimed, said Mr. Tourge- 

man . 

People came to express 
their appreciation for Mr. 
Rabin’s efforts to imple- 
ment peace between the 
two countries, he said 
adding that 

Many Jordanian visitors 
pointed to the unique rela- 
i.lionship the late Mr. Rabin 
had with King Hussein, a 
• relationship of friendship, 
of mutual respect and 
understanding. 

And they spoke as if to 
say "The friend of my 
King is my friend ” he 
said. 

Visitors had travelled to 
the ambassador's residence 
in Abdoun from places as 
far away as Raratha, Ixbid, 
Azraq, Urn Qais, Karak, 
Ajloun and villages in the 
south, many spending 
hours on a bus in order to 
do what some iefered to as 
“their duty” of offering 
their condolences, Mr. 
Tourgeman said. 

The stream of visitors 
began to flow to the resi- 
dence at 8 am. on Sunday 
morning, the first day fol- 
lowing Prime Minister 
Rabin’s assassination, and 
only ebbed away at 10 
p.m., regardless of the 
official opening hours of 


10 a.m. until 4 p.m. 

The first of hundred^ of 
faxes and telegrams cany 
ing messages of condo- 
lence reached the embassy 
only hours after the news 
of the assassination was 
reported Saturday night 
The ambassador and his 
wife continued to receive 
visitors at their residence 
until Tuesday afternoon. 

But according to Ms. 
Shlein-Michael, people 
were still paying respect at 
the embassy itself on 
Wednesday and Thursday, 
upon finding the residence 
closed. Some of them said 
that they had been unable 
to come earlier or that they 
bad been out of town, she 
said. 

She added that cables 
and other written messages 
continued to stream into 
the embassy. 

“We are trying to respond 
in writing to as many as we 
can,” Ms. Shlein-Michael 
said. 

By Tuesday morning, the 
book of condolences at the 
residence was so filled 
with messages of sympa- 
thy and words of peace that 
a new book had to be 
opened, Ms. Shlein- 
Michael said. “A second 
book has also been filled,” 
she said . 

According to Mr. 
Tourgeman, many young 
visitors, in their late teens 
and early twenties, spoke 
of their admiration for the 
Israeli premier, who, they 
said, had set out to build a 
better future for them in 
the region — a sentiment 
expressed in the same 
words by many young 
Israelis, he added. 

Thus, be said, the young 
generation in both coun- 
tries is united by the senti- 
ment that the late prime 
minister, alongside King 
Hussein, was leading them 
on a path of hope. 

Another similarity 
between mourners in both 
countries was a certain 
feeling of remorse, even 
guilt, for having waited too 
long to express their sup- 
port for the peace process, 
Mr. Tourgeman said. 

“We were shown that we 
have real friends in Jordan; 
the way people stood by us 
in this sad moment, the 
deeply-felt sorrow they 
were expressing. The peo- 
ple of Jordan came to 
express to the people of 
Israel that we are living in 
a state of peace,” he said. 


Bahrain-Jordan energy cooperation 
to start immediately, says official 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
agreement signed by 
Bahrain and Jordan Thurs- 
day on cooperation in ener- 
gy generation, distribution 
and main tenance and the 

exchange of expertise will 
take immediate effect, 
according to Jordan Elec- 
tricity Authority (JEA) 
Director General Moham- 
mad Saeed Arafeh. 

Mr. Arafeh who took pan 
in the talks between teams 
from the two countries and 
attended the signing of the 
memorandum of under- 
standing covering future 
cooperation, said Friday the 
Bahraini side promised to 


send Jordan fully approved 
documents on such cooper- 
ation within days of (heir 
return to Manama. 

The Bahraini delegation, 
which left Amman Thurs- 
day, agreed to launch full- 
scale cooperation with the 
JEA in the exchange of 
expertise, designing and 
operating electric power 
networks, developing 
national electricity systems 
training personnel, the use 
of alternative sources of 
energy and management of 
electricity installations. 

The memorandum also 
provides for joint studies 
and consultations between 


the concerned authorities in 
power related affairs, the 
rationalisation of electricity 
consumption, the use of gas 
turbines at power stations, 
the use of solar and wind 
energy and desalination 
plants and cooperation in 
seminars and conferences 
dealing with electric and 
other forms of energy . 

The two sides agreed to 
hold talks on secondment 
of experts from either coun- 
try to the other and to con- 
duct joint negotiations with 
financial institutions to 
secure funds and loans to 
finance power projects. 

The memorandum was 


signed by Minister of Ener- 
gy and Mineral Resources 
Samih Darwazeh and 
Bahraini Minister of Elec- 
tricity and Water Abdullah 

I nmaa 

Mr. -I nmaa and Minister 
of Water and Irrigation 
Saleh Irsbeidat signed .a 
separate memorandum of 
understanding on bilateral 
cooperation in improving 
water resources manage- 
ment, protection of water 
resources from pollution 
and personnel training. 

The memorandum calls 
for joint seminars and 
research related to water as 
well as the secondment of 


to 


Jordanian engineers 
work in Bahrain. ' 

Following the signing 
ceremony Dc. Irsbeidat said 
Bahrain has significant 
experience in water desali- 
nation. and Jordan is expe- 
rienced in underground 
water resources, irrigation 
networks and dams. 

He said the two sides will 
exchange expertise in all 
these fields. 

Dr. Irsbeidat said a 
Bahraini technical team 
will visit Jordan soon to 
inspect the country’s irriga- 
tion systems. 


Business sector urges Egypt to import more Jordanian goods 


CAIRO (J.T.) — A Jordan- 
ian business delegation 
which held meetings with 
the Egyptian business com- 
munity in Cairo has raised 
the question of the balance 
of trade between (he two 
countries being in favour of 
Egypt and urged the Egyp- 
tians to increase the volume 
of its imports of Jordanian 
products. 

Isam Budeir, one of the 
50-member delegation, told 
the opening meeting of the 
Jordanian-Egyptian Busin- 
ess Council, which groups 


representatives of the busi- 
ness communities of both 
countries, that the balance 
of trade was in favour of 
Egypt by some JD 25 mil- 
lion over the past few years. 

The deficit trend in the 
balance of trade first 
appeared in 1990 when it 
stood at JD 8.8 million, ris- 
ing gradually until 1994 
when it showed an imbal- 
ance of JD 24.2 million, 
said Mr. Budeir. 

He added that trade indi- 
cators in the first seven 
months of 1995 point to an 


even higher 
deficit 

The continuation of this 
deficit between the two 
countries requires immedi- 
ate attention from the joint 
council, said Mr. Budeir. 

He said this can be done 
through pumping new 
kinds of Jordanian products 
into the Egyptian market 
and encouraging Egyptian 
public and private organisa- 
tions to increase their 
imports of Jordanian goods. 

This can be backed later 
by involving the two coun- 


margin of tries’ business communities 


in joint projects in tourism, 
industry, transport and con- 
struction fields, added Mr. 
Budeir. 

The delegation, which 
returned to Amman Friday 
afternoon, ' discussed 
regional cooperation, the 
outcome of the Middle East 
and North Africa economic 
summit held in Amman in 
late October, and joint ven- 
tures in trade and industry 
in the coming stage during 
the three -day meeting, 
according to the Jordanian 


Businessmen Association 
(JBA) whose chairman 
Hamdi Tabbaa led the Jor- 
danian delegation to the 
meeting. 

Under a trade agreement 
signed by Amman and 
Cairo, the two countries can 
exchange up to $200 mil- 
lion worth of goods annual- 
ly equally divided between 
the two sides. 

The Cairo gathering was 
the sixth by the joint busi- 
ness council which was 
established in 1985. 


Women’s legal advice centres in Arab World to review experiences 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A group of 100 
women representing legal 
advice centra in 10 Arab 
countries; including Joinban, 
will participate in a seminar 
Saturday to exchange 
views, experiences and dif- 
ficulties encountered by 
their centres. 

“We are aiming to come 
up with better strategies to 
aid women in all sorts of 
legal and. psychological 
advice, and we are hoping 
that this meeting will be the . 
instigator to organise simi- 
lar meetings in the future,” 
Sawsan Ishaq, a volunteer 
lawyer and a member at the 
Jordanian Women’s Union 
(JWU) legal advice centre, 
said. 

According to Ms. Ishaq, 
the meeting, entitled “legal 
advice programmes for 
women,” will allow partici- 
pants to review their cases, 
discuss the difficulties their 
centres faced, formulate 
future suggestions aimed at 
overcoming these obstacles 
and plan for future cases. 

Speaking of the Jordanian 
experience, Ms. Ishaq, who 


is in charge of receiving 
women seeking legal 
advice at the JWU’s head- 
quarters in Jabal Hussein, 
said that most women come 
to th$ centre complaining 
'they are Victims .of domes- 
'tic violence. She added that 
many women come in with 
questions about their rights 
within marriage, inheri- 
tance issues, and child cus- 
tody rights. 

“We sought to help all 
these women and directed 
about 35 women to the con- 
cerned authorities depend- 
ing on the individual case 
since the centre was estab- 
lished in early 1995,” she 
said. 

According to Ms. Ishaq, 
these cases proved that 
there is an urgent need for a 
women’s shelter in the 
Kingdom. 

“In several cases we 
encountered some women 
who had no place to go 
because they were either 
kicked out of their homes 
or were being mistreated by 
their families, which indi- 
cates that there is a pressing 
need for a women’s shel- 
ter” Ms. Ishaq told the Jor- 
dan Times. 


In addition to free legal 
advice, the centres (the one 
in Jabal Hussein, and two 
others in Wihdat and fiaqaa 
camps) recently started 
offHng psychological ther- 
apy. 

■It is a new service that 
has been included to aid 
women who suffer from 
depression because of a 
certain domestic situation,” 
said Nuha Hamawi, the 
psychological advisor at the 
JWU. 

“We have witnessed a 
positive response from the 
women, and in some cases 
their husbands cooperated 
with us. I think this a posi- 
tive achievement by the 
JWU," Ms. Hamawi added. 

Ms. Ishaq told the Jordan 
Tunes that the JWU is hop- 
ing to share all these expe- 
riences with the partici- 
pants to the se minar and to 
encourage suggestions to 
further help such women in 
the future. 

The seminar will be fol- 
lowed by a two-day work- 
shop, entitled “What’s after 
Beijing" at which the JWU 
members who participated 
in the U.N. World Confer- 
ence on Women last Sep- 


tember will evaluate their 
participation and exchange 
their experiences with other 
non-governmental organi- 
sations (NGO).> 

“We will introduce our 
experience and strategy as 
a union arid- try to draw a 
joint working plan with 
other organisations based 
The Beijing conference 


resolutions,” said Nadia 
Sharoukh, vice president of 
the JWU. 

“We are hoping to form 
pressure groups that would 
call on the government to,, 
apply the. Beijing; resolu- 
tions which were signed by 
Jordan following the con- 
clusion of the conference,” 
she added. 
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PSD announces 
road closures 

(Petra)— The Pubiic Security Department 
d the closure of several roads in Amman 
at ilrOfraJJL foraparade planned in cel - 
ifw*® Hussein’s birthday. The 


begin from the Parliament building to AJ 
ih Plaza. K3ng Hussein street, from the Ministry 
It ciiice to downtown, will be closed to Al 
J Plaza. The Amy Street will also be dosed. 
& advised drivers to use alternate routes if 
~ > A mman from the King Hussein Sports City 
; The PSD suggested using Ain Gbazal and 
u^xoada up to the central workshops. From 
Ras Al Bn -and Ashrafieb are advised to 
&AI Ns^ traffic lights then head towards A! 
" Street , to Wibdat. Those drivers coming to 
northern, parts of five country towards 
li" Station should use Jebel Hussein, passing 
dge ^.at die Minissy of Interior drice to Firas 
head right. - From Jabal Amman to down- 
t -are urged to use Al Hayak street downtown 
tiieri use Basman Street to King 
t ito. stations in Abdaii and Raghadan win 
it, provided motorisas abide by the above alter- 
rdffi'PSD said/ Abdaii service cars will use AJ 
. The PSD also suggested flat 
devoid their private vehicles during *•* 
S^Tabsolutdy necessary in order to avoid 


fins 

ltri5y ’necessary in order to ayd^coth- 
^ the ^parade will be Armed Forces 

officers, members of the General InteHi- 
ttfaud the Civil Defease Department, 

rand boy scouts, 4,000 Mnristry of Edu- 

: I,Ci00 military school students, 
iyfctrity and community college students, 500 
^■VAnmiafl MunidpaUty workers and 12,000 
sbrftog rite Kingdom’s various governorates 
their regjotr’g traditional costumes. King 
’ ‘ ^j&Ib'bo Nov. 14, Tuesday. This year 
■has been deJcared a n a tional holiday. 
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REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE 

• A service of Remembrance at the Church of the 
Redeemer at 6.00pm. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Recital of poems by poets of the '90s at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art at| 6 . 00 pm. 


EXHIBITIONS 

“Works by Iraqi Artist Ismail Fattah at Darat Al Funun, 
jabal Weibdeh 

* Works by Akraxn Abdel Jaber at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman. 

“Works by Dodi Taba'a entitled "Variations Graphiques 
93-95" at the French Cultural Centre. 

* Metal works by Ammar Khamuiash at Liwan, off 
Wadi Saqra Street Also displaying all kinds of 
handicrafts. (Tel 699141) 

* Works by.Nazih Abu Afesh at Balka Art Gallery, 
Fuheis. 

* A retropective of works by Mona Saudi at Darat 
Al Funun. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR ISSUE OF TENDER NO. JS02/95 FOR 
400 KV SWITCHGEAR, 

REACTORS AND ANCILLARY EQUIPMENT 
FOR AMMAN NORTH SUBSTATION 
ELECTRICAL INTERCONNECTION PROJECT 
BETWEEN JORDAN AND SYRIA 

Jordan Electricity Authority declares that they have 
secured a roan from the Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development for financing the 400kv electrical 
interconnection project with the Syrian Network. 

Jordan Electricity Authority intends to use part of this 
loan for financing of the Tender No. JS02/95 which 
includes design, manufacture, delivery, installation, 
testing, commissioning and guarantee of 400kv 
conventional outdoor switchgear as Option 1 or 400kv 
1 SF6 metalclad switchgear as Option 2 and control, 
protection and ancillary equipment complete with civil 
works for Amman North 400kv Substation. 

Tenderers who are interested to participate in this 
tender can obtain the tender documents from the 
Procurement Department in Jordan Electricity Authority 
main offices located between the 6th and the 7th 
circles- Jabal Amman starting from Saturday 11/11/1995 
onwards against a nonrefundable amount of USD 1000 or 
equivalent in Jordan Dinars in favour of Jordan 
Electricity Authority for each set of tender documents 
and submission of a purchase order accompanied by a 
copy of the receipt for payment 
The purchase order should clearly include the tenderer's 
name, his local agent and address, telex, fax and 
telephone number. 

In case the tenderer requires the tender dqpuments to 
be sent to him by mail, the express airmail cost will be 
added. 

Bids are to be submitted to the Secretary of Tendering 
Committee at the above address not later than 12:00 
noon Amman time on Saturday 10/2/1996 accompanied 
with a tender bond in the amount given in the tender 
documents. 


JORDAN ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 

ADVERTISEMENT 

FOR ISSUE OF TENDER NO. JS/01/95 FOR 
400 KV OVERHEAD TRANSMISSION LINES 
ELECTRICAL INTERCONNECTION PROJECT 
BETWEEN JORDAN AND SYRIA 

Jordan Electricity Authority declares that they have 
secured a loan from the Arab Fund for Economic and 
Social Development for financing the 400kv electrical 
interconnection project with the Syrian Network. 

Jordan Electricity Authority intends to use part of this 
loan for financing of the Tender No. JS/01/95 for the 
supply and installation of the following 400kv Overhead 
Transmission Lines: 

1- The 400kv single circuit overhead transmission line of 
a total length of about 60km from the Syrian border to 
the location of Amman North Substation. 

2- The 400kv Double circuit overhead transmission line 
of a total length of about 40km from the location of 
Amman North S/SN to the location of Amman South 
S/SN. 

The Tender includes the following options: 

1- Supply of Steel Towers: Design, manufacture, testing 
and delivery of the steel towers for the two mentioned 
lines. The design and manufacturing drawings of the' 
double circuit towers will be provided to the successful, 
tenderer. 

2- Conductors and Earthwires: Design, manufacture,' 
testing and delivery of the phase conductors and the 
earthwires. 

3- Optical Fibre Ground Wires (OPGW): Design, 
manufacture, testing and delivery of the optical fibre 
ground wires. 

4- Insulators and Fittings: Design, manufacture, testing 
and delivery of insulator strings and fittings for the 
phase conductors and stranded steel earthwires. 

5- Erection: Receiving of all necessary material for the 
400kv transmission lines, transport and erection of the 
complete lines including the towers, insulator strings, 
conductors, earthwires, OPGW and fittings. 

6- Turnkey: Design, manufacture, testing, delivery, 
insurance and erection of ail needed 400kv transmission 
lines materials. 

Tenderers who are interested to participate in any of 
the tender can obtain the tender documents from the 
Procurement Department In Jordan Electricity Authority 
main offices located between the 6th and the 7th 
circles- Jabal Amman starting from Saturday 11/11/95 
onwards against a nonrefundable amount of USD 1000 or 
equivalent in Jordan Dinars in favour of Jordan 
Electricity Authority for each set of tender documents 
and submission of a purchase order accompanied by a 
copy of the receipt for payment 
The purchase order should clearly include the Bidder's 
name, his local agent and address, telex, fax and 
telephone number. 

Bids are to be submitted to the Secretary of Tendering 
Committee at the above address not later than 12:00 
noon Amman time on Saturday 10/2/96 accompanied 
with a bid bond in the amount given In the tender 
documents. 
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Angry Major tells Commonwealth 


summit partners they are wrong 


AUCKLAND <R) — Prime 
Minister John Major angrily 
described the other SI 
Commonwealth countries 
as “just plain wrong” Friday 
as Britain was leu totally 
isolated in its support of 
French nuclear testing. 

Mr. Major made no 
attempt to conceal his fury 
at a Commonwealth state- 
ment saying the over- 
whelming majority of gov- 
ernments condemned nuc- 
lear tests and urged an 
immediate halt to them. 

“1 think that what they 
have got in their statement 
is factually inaccurate, intel- 
lectually inconsistent and 
unbalanced and I haven't 
signed up for that and they 
know that,” be said. 

*Tve made it perfectly 
clear: I think the view that 
has been expressed by our 
Commonwealth colleagues 
is just plain wrong — just 
plain wrong," Mr. Major 
told reporters at the end of 
the summit's first day of 
talks. 

Britain's isolation evoked 
memories of Common- 


wealth summits of the 
1980s when Margaret 
Thatcher found herself in a 
minority of one in her oppo- 
sition to sanctions against 
South Africa. 

“If it is once again one 
against 48. then 1 am very 
sorry for the 48.” Mrs. 
Thatcher said in Kuala 
Lumpur in 1989. 

The joint leaders' state- 
ment noted “The wide- 
spread anger caused by the 
current programmes of 
nuclear weapon tests" and 
was chiefly directed at 
France, although it men- 
tioned no country by name. 

Mr. Major had made clear 
beforehand that be would 
not subscribe to criticism of 
Paris, which is half-way 
through an expected series 
of six nuclear tests in 
French Polynesia in the 
South Pacific. 

The statement said the 
continuing tests flew in the 
face of pledges by the 
nuclear powers to show 
“utmost restraint" so as not 
to jeopardise prospects for a 
comprehensive test ban 


treaty. 

New Zealand and 
Australia, the two roost 
vocal opponents of French 
testing, proclaimed their 
satisfaction. 

Despite the acrimony, the 
statement cleared the way 
for leaders to turn their 
attention to the other main 
issue on the conference 
agenda: Nigeria. 

Officials said they would 
weigh their response to 
Nigerian death sentences on 
nine minority rights 
activists during a weekend 
retreat in the South Island 
resort of Queenstown. 

Nigerian Foreign Minister 
Tom Dtimi said his country 
refused to be put in the 
dock. He accused tbe 
world's press of distorting 
the case of condemned 
writer Ken Saro-Wiwa and 
eight associates, saying they 
were guilty of “gruesome 
murder". 

“We are not coming here 
for an inquisition," said Mr. 
Dtimi. 

“There should be under- 
standing and discussion, not 


persecution of a country 
because it does not have the 
advantage of powerful 
media that some other coun- 
tries have." 

Leaders of the S2-nation 
Commonwealth, debating 
ways to give teeth to a 1991 
declaration on democracy 
and good government, are 
under pressure to match 
words with deeds on 
Nigeria. 

“The death sentence of 
Kenen Saro-Wiwa is an 
example of tbe type of 
behaviour we all want to see 
abolished," Canadian Prime 
Minister Jean Chretien told 
the summit's opening cere- 
mony. 

The United Stales and 
European Union are among 
leaders of a a chorus of con- 
demnation of Nigeria, 
Africa’s most populous 
nation and a major oil pro- 
ducer. It has been under mil- 
itary rule since 1993 elec- 
tions were annulled and 
strongman General Sani 
Abac ha seized power. 


Pakistani Islamic party stages rally, 
vows mobilisation against government 


LAHORE (AFP) — Pakis- 
tan's largest Islamic party, 
Jamaat-I-Islami. wound up 
a successfully three-day 
rally here Friday with a vow 
to launch a campaign of 
mass mobilisation against 
the government 

Tens of thousands people 
from all over Pakistan 
attended the rally in the cen- 
tral Pakistani city of Lahore 
from Wednesday to Friday. 
Islamic leaders repeatedly 
criticised the government of 
Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto and the main opposi- 
tion, the Pakistan Muslim 
League, -for. “failing the 
people." ■ 

“We want to break out of 
this rut of a two-party 
regime.” Jamaat Senator 
Kburshid Ahmad rold AFP. 
“We want to give the people 
another option." 

tbe mass turnout at the 


rally comes at a time when 
Islamic parties were gener- 
ally considered to be losing 
ground in Pakistan. 

Sen. Ahmad said his party 
would capitalise on its 
apparent success and push 
for a three-point agenda, 
focusing on establishing 
Islam as the national identi- 
ty. unifying the Muslim 
community and getting rid 
of “comipt leadership." 

Lahore’s rally was clearly 
a show of strength, and 
Jamaat leaders made it clear 
that they would encourage 
protest at all levels in the 
country. 

Speakers at the rally criti- 
cised Western powers for 
their “interference” in the 
Islamic World, saying the 
new world order was anotir 
er form of colonialism. 
They called on the Muslim 
world to unite on issues 


ranging from Kashmir to 
Bosnia. 

The Jamaat rally was 
attended by representatives 
of several Western and 
Islamic countries including 
Egypt, Sudan, Kuwait, Iran. 
Turkey, Bosnia, Tajikistan, 
Uzbekistan. Checfaenya, 
Germany, France, Norway 
and Sweden, Sen. Ahmad 
said. 

The Algerian Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was 
represented by an Algerian 
delegate from Europe, 
according to Sen. Ahmad, 
but no journalist met him. 

‘The Islamic Interna- 
tionale is already in place" 
said Sen. Ahmad. Who 
stressed that informal links 
have always existed 
between the Islamic groups, 
without any formal institu- 
tion. 


Japanese court assigns more 


lawyers to defend Asahara 


TOKYO (AP) — A court 
added seven lawyers 
Thursday to the team 
defending doomsday cult 
leader Shoko Asahara 
against murder charges in 
the lethal nerve gas attack 
on Tokyo’s subways. 

The unusual move appar- 
ently was part of efforts to 
prevent further delays in his 
dial, news reports said. The 
first session, scheduled in 
late October, was postponed 
after Asahara fired bis 
lawyer and has yet to be 
rescheduled. 

Mr. Asahara later rebired 
the lawyer, but meanwhile 
the Tokyo District Court 
began assigning others to 
assist the lone defence 
counsel. Shoji Yokoyama. 
Before Thursday’s appoint- 
ments, three already bad 
been assigned to help sort 
out the complex cases 
against the leader of tbe 
Aum Shinri Kyo cult 

The major charge against 


Asahara is that be master- 
minded the March 20 
release of the nerve gas 
sarin on Tokyo’s subways, 
which killed 12 people and 
sickened more than 5.500 
others. 

He alsohas been charged 
in an earlier sarin attack that 
killed seven people in a 
northern city and in the 
deaths of a wayward cult 
follower and a lawyer and 
his family. Tbe lawyer had . 
been opposing tbe cult in 
court. 

Kyodo News Service 
cited unnamed police 
sources Thursday as saying 
police were preparing to ask 
prosecutors to bring addi- 
tional charges against 
Asahara for suspected ille- 
gal production of machine 
guns and hallucinogenic 
drugs. 

Asahara had predicted an 
apocalypse that only cult 
members would survive, 
and media reports quoting 


police sources have said tbe 
cult was preparing various 
kinds of weapons for 
attacks aimed at making the 
prediction come true. 

The alleged gun and drug 
production took place at the 
cult's main compound at 
Kamikuishiki, Yamanashi 
prefecture (state), near 
Mount Foji. 

Also Thursday, Kyodo 
News Service said 481 
Kamikuishiki residents, 
who have long opposed the 
activities of the cult on a 
ranch in the rural communi- 
ty. filed a civil suit demand- 
ing 240 million Yen (S2.35 
million) from the cult. 

They say the cult's alleged 
sarin production at its com- 
mune there “infringed on 
our right to live a stable, 
safe life.” said Kyodo. 
which quoted suit docu- 
ments. 

Tbe cult moved to the 
commune in 1989. 


Pat Barker wins British literary prize 


LONDON (R) — English 
novelist Pat Barker, writer 
of a haunting trilogy about 
World War I, fought off a 
fierce challenge from 
Indian-born Salman Rush- 
die Tuesday to win Britain’s 
top literary prize. 

Barker, a 52-year-old for- 
mer teacher from nonhem 
England whose first novel 
was not published until she 
was 39, landed the £20,000 
($31,650) Booker Prize for 
The Ghost Road. 

It intermingled fact with 
fiction in the tale of a work- 
ing-class lieutenant battling 
tbe horrors of tbe trenches 
alongside poet Wilfred 
Owen. 

Recalling the psychologi- 
cal scars of the conflict, she 
told reporters: “Shell shock 
was misunderstood as a fail- 
ure of manliness. This was 
part of the torment the men 
suffered." 

Barker, facing the literary 


equivalent of Hollywood 
Oscar night, said she was 
sick of bearing her own 
voice and thanked her com- 
petitors for their friendly 
attitude — and for writing 
such wonderful books. 

Rushdie, under threat of 
death from Iran for blasphe- 
my. had been the hottest 
favourite in the 27-year his- 
tory of the prestigious prize. 
Bookmakers considered 
him a certainty to win with 
The Moor's Last Sigh. 

But Barker, the first 
woman to land the Booker 
since A.S. Byatt in 1990, 
emerged the winner after 
hours of heated debate by 
the judges. 

She said the lessons of 
World War I should not be 
forgotten: “I wanted to get 
people not just to think 
about the horrors of it but to 
actually think quite deeply 
about why it happened and 
the effects it had on soci- 


ety." 

Barker was a teacher who 
“lived on a diet of rejection 
slips" before ber first novel 
Union Street was published 
in 1982. It was later made 
into a film Stanley And Iris 
starring Jane Fonda and 
Robert De Niro — not a 
happy adaptation for ber. 

But she really won literary 
accl aim w i th her three 
books on World War I, cul- 
minating in The Ghost 
Road, published by Viking 
Press at £15 (S23.69). 

Barker, who drew much 
inspiration from her grand- 
father’s tales of the treflch- 
es, said: “The Somme is 
like the holocaust. It 
revealed things about 
mankind that we cannot 
come to terms with and can- 
not. forget. It can never 
become the past.” 


Departing 
PR chief 
blasts U.K. 


ruling party 


LONDON (R) — British 
Prime Minister John Major, 
reeling from a parliamen- 
tary defeat on rules to curb 
political sleaze, suffered a 
new blow Thursday when 
his departing press chief 
attacked the ruling party's 
“siege mentality". 

Hugh Colver, a former 
journalist and head of press 
relations at the Ministry of 
Defence,’ quit Wednesday 
as Conservative Party com- 
munications director after 
just six months in the job. 

Mr. Colver, 50, explained 
his sudden and unexpected 
resignation by saying he 
was not suited to the job of 
handling the party’s image 
in the run-up to tbe next 
election, due within 18 
months. 

But in an article 
Thursday in tbe Sun news- 
paper, usually loyal to the 
Conservatives, Mr. Colver 
attacked a party be said had 
managed to “continually 
snatch defeat from tbe jaws 
of victory”. 

Mr. Colver said he had 
sat in on countless high- 
level ministerial meetings 
where potential trouble 
spots were identified in 
plenty of time to take 
avoiding action. 

But despite having the 
advantage of “a well-oiled 
government machine at our 
fingertips", Mr. Colver said 
members of the cabinet 
“simply raised their hands 
in surrender". 

“Tbe Tory (Conservative) 
Party behave as if they are 
in office by divine right — 
and assume voters will 
eventually see sense and 
rally to the flag. 

“With this siege mentali- 
ty, they are prepared to lose 
these battles in the assump- 
tion that they will eventual- 
ly win the war,” hi said in 
a bitter attack on a party 
which has held power for 
16 years but which polls 
give little chance of a new 
term. 

“It is the Mohammad Ali 
technique of taking a terri- 
ble hammering in the bope 
of exhausting your oppo- 
nent while you stay on your 
feet," Mr. Colver wrote. 

Mr. Colver also took aim 
at Mr. Major himself, say- 
ing he had yet to show 
“resolute day-to-day lead- 
ership". 

The attack came just 
three days after many 
Conservative members of 
parliament ignored Mr. 
Major’s advice and sided 
with the opposition Labour 
Party to force MPs to 
declare how much they 
earn from acting as politi- 
cal consultants to compa- 
nies. 

It was a personal humili- 
ation for Mr. Major, who 
polls have shown trails 
Labour badly. 
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POLAND ELECTION CAMPAIGN: Former Polish Communist leader Alexander 
Kwasniewski smiles as he is framed by traditionally dressed folk singers during a 
campaign trip to Maslowice, a village in central Poland. Maslowice is a stronghold or 
Mr. Kwasniewski who will run in the second round of Polish presidential elections 
against incumbent Lech Walesa on Nov. 19 (AFP photo) 


Irish police stop suspected van bomb 


BELFAST (R) — Irish 
police said they found a sus- 
pected bomb in a van they 
stopped early Friday near 
tbe border with Northern 
Ireland. 

Two men were being held 
under Irish anti-terrorism 
laws in connection with the 
discovery, a police spokes- 
man said. 

“It is believed that there 
was a bomb on board," he 
added. “We won't know for 
definite until it is examined 
by army experts." 

Initial media reports said 
that one of the two being 
held was linked to the Irish 
National Republican Army, 


a little-known breakaway 
group opposed to British 
rule in Northern Ireland and 
to current moves towards a 
peace settlement. 

Northern Ireland has 
enjoyed an unprecedented 
15-month period of calm 
since the main Republican 
guerrilla force, the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA), 
and its “loyalist” pro- 
British Protestant foes 
declared matching truces. 

Only three bombs, all 
unexploded, have been 
found in this period by 
British security forces, a 
stark contrast to the vio- 
lence and the 3.200 deaths 


in 25 years of sectarian con- 
flict before the ceasefires. 

Specialist Irish police 
units and Irish troops have 
tightened security near the 
bonier in recent months to 
prevent any breaches of tbe 
ceasefires by breakaway 
groups. 

The peace process is cur- 
rently in stalemate, with the 
British government insist- 
ing that guerrilla groups 
hand in arms before joining 
all-party peace talks, a posi- 
tion described by the IRA’s 
political wing Sinn Fein as a 
“demand for surrender”. 


Rigging claims mar Azeri elections 


BAKU (AFP) — Azerbai- 
jan’s general election Sun- 
day, which tbe authorities 
hope will bring stability 
after two coups in four 
years of independence, has 
already been dismissed by 
opposition parties as heavi- 
ly rigged 

The 4.4 milli on electorate 
will also be taking part in a 
referendum on a new con- 
stitution strengthening tbe 
powers of President Geidar 
Aliyev, who was the num- 
ber one here in Soviet days 
and has been ruling again 
for just more than two 
years. 

Uncovering * plots has 
become something of a way 
of life, tbe latest with four 
men arrested early this 
month for reportedly plan- 
ning to shoot down Mr. 
Aliyev’s plane. 

The four main opposition 
movements have been 
barred from the poll to elect 
125 members of the Milli 
Majlis (National Assem- 
bly), 25 seats by proportion- 
al representation, 100 by 
majority vote in constituen- 
cies. 

The Electoral Commis- 
sion ruled last month that 
the parties had committed 
irregularities in the nomina- 
tion of candidates. 

They included the 
Communists, who are urg- 
ing a boycott, and Musavat, 
a Muslim democratic move- 
ment whose leader Isa 
Gambar commented, “these 
elections are already a 
farce.” 

Azerbaijan was moving 
towards authoritarianism 
instead of democracy, he 
said, complaining (hat the 


authorities were using all 
sorts of trickery to survive. 

Observers from the 
United Nations and the 
Organisation for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
issued a joint statement this 
week stating that “The real 
cause of unease is linked 
with the possibility that 
some candidates and parties 
may have been unlawfully 
deprived of participation in 
tbe elections. 

“Tbe mission therefore 
notes that voters have been 
deprived of freely electing 
their own representatives.” 

Eight parties are regis- 
tered for the proportional 
voting and there are 392 
candidates for the 100 con- 
stituency seats. Hie Popular 
Front of /orroer President 
Abulfaz Elchibey, over- 
thrown in June 1993, is the 
only opposition party in the 
proportional poll. 

Its deputy chief Asim 
Mollazade, decrying “elec- 
toral manipulation.” said 
that nonetheless it was nec- 
essary to take part if there 
was the slightest chance that 
even a single independent 
won a seat “to let us contin- 
ue the struggle by political 
means.” 


Mr. Aliyev’s Yeni 
Azerbaijan (New Azerbai- 
jan) and a number of pro- 
government parties com- 
plete tbe field. 

Yeni's deputy leader Ali 
Nagiyev said the Caucasus 
republic of 7.5 million peo- 
ple was for the first time 
experiencing an election 
campaign “based on demo- 
cratic and multi-party prin- 
ciples.” He admitted there 
bad been some “inadequa- 


cies". but said the authori- 
ties had “other very impor- 
tant questions on their 
mind.” 

A major row broke out 
last month when Mr. 
Aliyev's adviser Neimat 
Panakhov, leader of the 
National State Party, sud- 
denlyJaroke ranks and told a 
press conference the elec- 
tions results had already 
been prepared. 

Yeni would have 36 
majority vote seats and 18 
of tbe proportional vote 
seats, an absolute majority 
would be ensured for the 
Aliyev camp, and a mere 
two seats would go to the 
Popular Front, Mr. 
Panakhov claimed. 

The international observer 
team, which will have 
slightly more than 1 00 mon- 
i tors in place S unday, 
declined to comment cm the 
allegations of premeditated 
fraud. OSCE spokesman 
Michael Ochs said the mis- 
sion was confident it had 
the means to get a suffi- 
ciently clear idea of what 
occurred when voting took 
place. 

In ,a country where the 
average monthly wage is 
barely $10, and despite the 
prospect of riches from 
recently signed oil con- 
tracts. the election cam- 
paign has aroused little pop- 
ular enthusiasm. 

‘The most important thing 
is that one has to scurry 
about every day to see to it 
that you do not die of 
hunger," said Fuad, 35. He 
added dismissively, “as for 
politics... ” 


Russian deputies ask Constitutional 
Court to examine electoral law 


MOSCOW (AFP) — In a 
fresh challenge to the 
upcoming legislative elec- 
tions, about 100 Russian 
deputies Friday asked (he 
Constitutional Court to exa- 
mine the legality of several 
parts of the electoral law. 

Reformist deputy Gleb 
Yakunin told AFP that the 
legislators had asked the 
court to examine Article 62 
of the electoral law, which 
includes the requirement for 
parties to get at least five 
per cent of the vote to qual- 
ify for scats in parliament 

They also asked the court 
to rule on a clause stipulat- 
ing that Russians living out- 
side the country could not 
vote, he said. 

A court spokesman said 
Friday that be was aware of 
tbe latest challenge by the 
deputies but could not con- 
firm that it was being stud- 
ied by the court 

Preparations for the Dec. 
17 poll were also thrown 
into turmoil Thursday when 


the Supreme Court ordered 
the Constitutional Court to 
examine the legality of 
Article 62. 

The elections to tbe State 
Duma, the lower house of 
parliament, are expected to 
bring victories for national- 
ist and pro-Communist par- 
ties opposed to President 
Boris Yeltsin, who is in hos- 
pital for heart trouble. 

The five-per cent rule is 
mainly opposed by parties 
with the least support. A 
total of 42 parties are regis- 
tered for the elections, the 
Electoral Commission 
announced Friday, which 
was the deadline for regis- 
tration. 

Duma Speaker Ivan 
Rybkin, who favours delay- 
ing the elections, told par- 
liament that the electoral 
law would not be debated 
before a ruling by the 
Constitutional Court. 

The assembly is divided 
on tbe issue with reformists 
from smaller parties in 


favour of amending tbe law 
and others opposed. 

“Behind the challenge to 
tbe Constitutional Court is 
the hope that the elections 
could be annulled or the 
results invalidated,” 
Alexandre Ossovtsov, a 
deputy with the Russia’s 
Choice party said. 

He added that Mr. 
Yeltsin’s entourage was 
backing these initiatives 
along with deputies who 
fear losing the election. 

Another reformist deputy, 
Boris Fiodorov, said that 
any change in the Jaw 
would be “inadmissible.” 
“Even if the law is imper- 
fect, you cannot change the 
electoral process while it is 
already under way,” he said 
Ivan Bespalov, a Commu- 
nist deputy opposed to any 
changes in the law, charged 
that the constitutional chal- 
lenges were an attempt by 
Mr. Yeltsin to prevent the 
Communists from having a 
majority in parliament. 


Itching to get out 
of school? Buy * 
louse 


SOFIA (AFP) — Bulgaria^ 
students itching to gevjfat 
of school have foun&g 
novel way to do 
using lice. Accc 
local news reports',^ 
school system in ■'Bulgak 
has faced an <mthre&^g 
lice since tbe begimiin## 
the school year, and £ 
problem has been traced^ 
a flea market where tf^ 
creepy creatures are sold^ 
students seeking to tin 
hookey. Tbe Bulgaria 
news agency (BTA) said 
tbe lice are sold for 10 fo 
(15 cents) apiece at si* 
Choumen market, north- 
east of tbe capital. Soufe 
lads buy a jar-mil and th& 
sell the creatures to 
schoolmates, who are epfr 
tied to three days off sc&bl 
to delouse. 
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Florida teachers 
boycott Chinese 
theme park 


!3 


Chirac * 


CLEARWATER, Honda 
— (R) Public school teach- 
ers voted to halt student 
field trips to a theme park 
operated by a Chinese gov- 
ernment agency because 
they said it gives an inaccu- 
rate portrayal of Tibet- The 
Pinellas Classroom 
Teachers’ Association said 
they had voted to urge 
teachers and their families 
not to visit the $100 million 
splendid China Theme 
Park because of what one 
educator called “propagan- 
da and misinformation” 
about Tibet. “It’s an oppor- 
tunity to show we stand fix 
what we teach.” said 
teacher Dennis Harrison of 
Clearwater. “If we teach 
justice and non-violence, 
then we ought to stand up 
for it.” 


Model Anna Nicole 
Smith hospitalised 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Model Anna Nicole South, 
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last year, 
pital but her publicist and 
lawyer both denied it was 
because of a drag over- 
dose. Publicist Tony 
Angeilotti said Ms. Smith, 
27. suffered an adverse 
reaction from prescription 
medicine and dismissed 
television reports she had 
taken an' overdose. A 
spokesman for the hospital, 
Sl Joseph's in Burbank, 
declined to acknowledge 
she was a patient. Her 
lawyer in Houston, Diana 
Marshall, said: “She is not 
suffering from an overdose 
or any inappropriate use of 
drugs.” 


Paris gets 
charitable as 
opera duo to head 
gala evenings 


PARIS (AFP) — Two of 
the leading voices in wodd 
opera will lend their prodi- 
gious talents to differing 
charitable causes in Paris 
later this month. Spanish 
tenor Jose Carreras wffl 
perform during a chanty 
gala next Monday at the 
Palais Des Congres ip 
western Paris in aid of “sci- 
ence for peace," currently 
involved in genetic 
research projects along the 
River Jordan and in 
Tunisia. The French 
National Orchestra direct- 
ed by Jeffrey Tate will also 
participate in tbe charity 
evening. 
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Wounded monk 
seal rescued off 
Mauritania 


NOUAKCHOTT (R) — * 
wounded baby monk seal- 
one of the world's nM? 
endangered species, j s 
recovering at MauritaniaS 

National Oceanography 
and Fisheries Research 
Centre (CNROP) a f& 
being rescued at sea* 
CNROP said Thursday ti* 
nine-week-old seal can*- 
Aziza by a researcher, ha® 
apparently got lost in 
storm a week ago. She wgr- 
found between Cap 
and Guerra by Spam® 
environmentalists works# 
with CNROP. 
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Ida teach** Aerial View or the giant Cross of the Lorraine which was formed by 800 i 
COtt Chin^ lBva ^ es .* n P»r>s. Tbe display was part of a ceremony marking the 2 
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GiuBe’s death {AFP photo) 

Chirac projects himself as heir to De Gaulle 


PARIS (R) — President 
Jacques Chirac, sinking to 
the opinion polls, uneasily 
sought to project himself as 
the successor of Gen. 
Charles De Gaulle Thurs- 
day in ceremonies marking 
the 25th anniversary of the 
historic French leader’s 
death. 

Mr. Chirac began the day 
by laying a wreath of flow- 
ers in the the blue, white 
and red national colours on 
Gen. De Gaulle’s grave 
at Colombey-Les-Deux- 
Eglises, the tiny east France 
village where the late presi- 
dent died on Nov. 9, 1970 
and was buried. 

He later stood, flanked by 
the general's family, at a 
grandiose night-time cere- 
mony on the vast esplanade 
des invaiides near the River 
Seine as nearly 1.000 torch- 
carrying soldiers formed a 
huge Cross of Lorraine, the 
Gaullisi emblem. 

“But even some Gaullists ■ 
vrr>m ne j. were taken aback and spoke 
Sit ol ekess 'tod tad usk 
uma Nicolese ^ w jjen they, .learned Chirac . 
ised a sensann* spent die night at La 
Boisserie. the general’s 
home at Colombey which 
has been uninhabited since 
his widow’s death in 1979. 

Mr. Chirac was invited by 
retired Admiral Philippe De 
Gaulle, the general’s only 
son who is a Senate member 
for the Rally For the 
Republic (RPR) party 
which carried Mr. Chirac to 
power. 

Mr. Chirac's attempts to 
demonstrate he was the gen- 
eral’s heir came with his 
popularity tumbling faster 
than that of any other presi- 


dent less than six months 
after he took office. One 
recent poll showed he had 
the support of only 14 per 
cent of voters. 

Polls reflect dissatisfac- 
tion over failure to roll back 
near-record unemployment 
ami implement campaign 
promises of tax cuts. Voters 
also are concerned over 
mounting violence in immi- 
grant-inhabited suburbs. 

Polls show that Gen. De 
Gaulle, who ruled in 1944- 
46 and 1958-69, was the 
most popular French presi- 
dent of modem times. 

Most politicians praised 
Gen. De Gaulle Thursday as 
a man of vision who fought 
the Nazi occupation, led 
France away from the trau- 
ma of World War II and 
founded the Fifth Republic 


in 1958. 

He also gave France the 
atom bomb in I960. Mr. 
Chirac's most controversial 
move has been tu resume 
nuclear tests. 

Others paying tribute at 
Colombey were several 
hundred ageing ex-mem- 
bers of Gen. De Gaulle’s 
wartime free French forces 
who reminisced about the 
leader who marked their 
lives. 

Pierre Clostermann. 
France’s leading World War 
II fighter pilot who shot 
down 33 German planes, 
recalled meeting the general 
for the first time in London 
when he arrived to join the 
Free French Movement in 
1941. 

“I was petrified. He did all 
the talking. He told me: 
'You want to be a fighter 


pilot. Well, try not to get 
killed, we’ll still need peo- 
ple like you after the war.’ 

“1 replied ‘oui mon gener- 
al,’ saluted and tried to turn 
around without getting my 
feet caught in the carpet,” 
said Mr. Clostermann, now 
74. 

“The second time we met 
was towards the end of the 
war and I was pretty well 
decorated by then and had 
decided it would be chic to 
wear laced up boots like the 
World War 1 fighter aces. 

“The general took one 
look at me and said: 
'Clostermann, you look as if 
you’re going fishing or 
horse riding. Get back into 
uniform.’ my ego was 
deflated in one second. 
What could I say? *oui mon 
general’ as usual ” he said 
with a laugh. 
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A giant Cross of the Lorraine is formed by 800 french soldiers using flares on the 
Invaiides plaza in paris (AFP photo) 

Carter to host Rwanda peace conference on Nov. 27 


ATLANTA (R) — Former 
U.S. President Jimmy 
Carter said an African peace 
conference on the crisis in 
Rwanda and Burundi will 
be held on Nov. 27 in Cairo. 

Speaking to reporters at 
his Atlanta-based Carter 
: Centre, the U.S. cider 

AFP) — . ^^statesman said the meeting 
ag voices will involve the current 

* t “" government leaders of 

Rwanda and Burundi as 

well as heads of state from 
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neighbouring Zaire, Uganda 
and Tanzania. 

The objectives of the con- 
ference, which Mr. Carter 


said has the full support of 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
and the United Nations, will 
be to find ways to quell eth- 
nic violence in Burundi and 
set the stage for the return 
of an estimated 3.3 million 
Rwandan refugees now in 
Zaire and Tanzania. 

“The presidents of Tan- 
zania, Uganda and Zaire 
have acted as co-convenors 
and they’ve asked me to be 
the chief mediator and the 
Caner Centre to arrange this 
conference," he said. 

He will be joined as medi- 
ator by former Mali 


President Amadou Toumani 
Toure. South. African 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
and former Tanzanian 
President Julius Nyerere 
also are being asked to par- 
ticipate. 

A veteran of recent peace 
missions to Bosnia. Haiti, 
Korea and Sudan, Mr. 
Carter will visit the so- 
called Great Lakes region of 
centra! Africa this month on 
a separate mission with his 
wife, Rosalynn. 

They are due to arrive in 
Rwanda on Nov. 19, in 
Burundi on Nov. 20 and at 


the refugee camps in Goma, 
Zaire, on Nov. 21. It will be 
Mr. Carter’s fourth visit to 
Africa this year. 

Carter said the region’s 
ongoing crisis has been 
nearly forgotten by the 
American public. “U.S. 
intelligence and the Natio- 
nal Security Council say 
liiat 100 people a day are 
dying in Burundi. The 
Swedes tell me that 300 
people are dying every day 
in Burundi,” he said. 


Turkey urges Armenia to halt nuclear plant revival 


ANKARA (R) — Ankara 
has urged Armenia to hall 
plans to revive a nuclear 
f£«tT3 plant as doubts about its 

Orcbesin*^ concem in 

cb tf* hoghbouring Turkey. 

“We.„as a country close 
enough to be directly affect- 
ed by any accident at the 
Oftf station, whose security is 
debatable and which has 
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Janto 2 people die after ferry sinks in Gulf of Thailand 
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been built in a region prone 
to earthquakes, urge 
Armenia not to revive the 
Metsamor-2 (reactor) in the 
light of existing risks," the 
Foreign Ministry said in a 
statement. 

The plant near the capital 
Yerevan began generating 
electricity again Sunday 
after lying idle following a 


1988 earthquake that killed 
over 25,000 people. 

The power station would 
gradually increase output as 
winter took hold in the 
Transcaucasian republic, an 
Armenian government 
spokesmen said. 

The plant was not dam- 
aged by the earthquake but 
it was closed due to worries 


about its safety. Yerevan, 
facing chronic electricity 
shortages, decreed in 1993 
it would be reopened. 

The Turkish Foreign 
Ministry said it was negoti- 
ating with Armenian offi- 
cials regarding its plans to 
revive the Metsamor reac- 
tor. 


here. 

The two dead were Thai 
nationals, a man and a 
woman, they said, adding 
that both had drowned. 

The express boat, on its 
way to Koh Samui from 
Surat Thani, and carrying 
180 people, capsized and 
sank in rough seas about 
seven nautical miles from 
the island resort under a tor- 
rential morning downpour, 
police said. 

Police said they believed 
the. incident had been an 
accident and that an investi- 


gation had already been 
launched. The captain ofthe 
ferry fled the scene soon 
after being rescued, they 
added. 

A total of 130 foreign 
tourists were on board the 
ferry, they said, adding that 
it was unlikely there were 
any passengers missing. 
The rescue operations were 
called off late in the after- 
noon due to heavy rains, the 
police said. 

One of the passengers on 
the ferry, Philip Hawes, 32, 
an Australian environmental 


consultant, reached by tele- 
phone in Koh Samui, said 
the boat sank slowly, allow- 
ing ample time for passen- 
gers to clear the decks. 

“Inuaily it looked as if 
people would panic, but 
when the life jackets were 
being handed out we waited 
until the boat went down 
and then we jumped clear,” 
he said. 

“I would be very suprised 
if there was anybody 
trapped on board,” he said, 
adding that he was one of 
the last to leave the feny. 
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Sri Lanka troops march on Jaffna 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan troops resumed 
their advance on Jaffna 
town Friday, picking their 
way through dirt tracks and 
scrubland expected to be 
liberally peppered with 
landmines and booby-traps, 
a military source and resi- 
dents said. 

The troops left tbeir 
bunkers at first light after 
spending close to two 
weeks digging in on the out- 
skirts of the northern rown, 
the strategic and spiritual 
capital of the Tamil rebels' 
“Eelam”, or homeland, the 
source told Reuters. 

“How long it takes to get 
into Jaffna town depends on 
the resistance" by the 
Liberation Tige rs of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), he said. 
“The axis is towards Jaffna 
City so you can say we are 
heading for Jaffna". 

Residents arriving at gov- 
ernment-controlled 
Vavuniya, south of the 
northern Jaffna peninsula, 
also said the army had 
renewed its advance and 
fighting had resumed. The 
military merely said in a 
statement that troops had 
“recommenced their ad- 
vance". 

It is the monsoon season 
in Jaffna but the weather has 
been clear for the past two 


days, the military source 
said. He added that the town 
had probably been mined 
and booby -trapped by flee- 
ing LTTE cadres, who are 
fighting for a homeland in 
the north and east of tropi- 
cal Sri 1 unka 

On Thursday the govern- 
ment announced that 
President Chandrika 

Kumaratunga, commander- 
in-chief of the armed forces, 
would miss the 
Commonwealth summit in 
New Zealand “due to the 
exigencies of the evolving 
situation here", prompting 
some analysts to wonder if 
the “big push” on Jaffna 
was imminent. 

The armed forces 
launched Operation 

Rivire&a on Oct. 17, push- 
ing to wi thin a few miles of 
the town centre. But official 
spokesmen have been ai 
pains to stress that troops 
will only go into Jaffna in 
their own time, as they do 
not want to suffer unneces- 
sary casualties from mines. 

On Friday a senior mili- 
tary source said the rebels 
were holding back civilians 
in the town to increase the 
likelihood of casualties and 
a subsequent outcry over- 
seas when the army strikes. 

But the majority of rebels 
and civilians have fled the 


town, with estimates from 

100.000 to almost 500,000 
refugees holed up in camps 
at Chavakachcheri, east of 
Jaffna town, and south 
across the Jaffna Lagoon at 
camps in and aro und 
Kilinochchi. 

Jaffna residents arriving at 
Vavuniya said there were 
long queues at jewellery 
shops with people trying to 
sell gems to get money for 
food. Vegetables, flour and 
bread are all in short supply. 

Aid agencies say Jaffna 
City is largely deserted. 
Military analysts say about 

40.000 rebels and civilians 
may still be in the town. 

Two days without rain 
may have helped sway the 
army into resuming its 
advance, making the trans- 
port of men and materiel 
easier. Dry weather also 
allows mortar shells to 
achieve their maximum 
destructive potential by 
fragmenting instead of pen- 
etrating boggy land. 

The government has 
stressed that it has been 
f orced into the war by the 
LTTE, who ended a truce in 
April and shunned invita- 
tions to view a “peace pack- 
age” of devolution propos- 
als. 

Colombo says the aim of 
the war is to liberate the 


Tamils in the n orth and east 
from the Lit e’s grip. But a 
Western diplomat said of 
the Jaffna push: “You can’t 
liberate someone if there is 
no one there to liberate.” 

In separate incidents, 
troops killed four rebels in 
eastern Batricaloa district 
Thursday night, while one 
policeman was killed and 
two wounded by rebel fire 
in the strategic eastern port 
of Trincomalee, the military 
said. 

The military estimates 
1,000 rebels have been 
killed in three weeks of 
fighting on the Jaffna penin- 
sula arm puts its own losses 
at 221 killed and 536 
wounded. 

More than 50,000 people 
have died in the 12-year 
war. 

The Sri Lankan army said 
more than 90 Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas and soldiers were 
killed when the armed 
forces resumed their 
adv ance against Jaffna 
Friday. 

Twelve soldiers and one 
officer were killed and 77 
wounded, the military said 
in a statement. “Seventy- 
eight terrorists were con- 
firmed killed and a mini- 
mum of 200 terrorists are 
estimated to have been 
injured," it said. 


Jiang’s visit to Seoul is seen boosting ties 


BEIJING (R> — China’s 
President Jiang Zemin is to 
visit South Korea next week 
in a move analysts said 
Friday would boost ties 
while further cooling 
Beijing's comradeship with 
Seoul’s arch-rival, Pyong- 
yang. 

Mr. Jiang is scheduled to 
begin his five-day historic 
visit next Monday, the first 
trip to Seoul by a Chinese 
head of state since diplo- 
matic relations were estab- 
lished in 1992. 

He is to meet his South 
Korean .counterpart. Kim 
Ypung-Sam to discuss secu- 
rity issues. 

“China sees South Korea 
as a very important partner 
politically and in trade 
terms," a Western diplomat 
told Reuters. 

“It’s a very clear 
(Chinese) decision to 
upgrade relations with the 
South,” he said, “the North 
cannot do much to support 
China. The South is in a 
much better position to do 


so.” 

China and North Korea 
described their alliance “as 
close as lips and teeth" in 
the decades after jointly 
beating back U.S. troops in 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The first strains in their 
relationship emerged in the 
early 1990s when Beijing, 
eager to tap South Korean 
investment, began wanning 
toward Seoul. This was a 
stinging ideological affront 
to Pyongyang, which 
regarded China as its- only 
main ally after the collapse 
ofthe Soviet Union. ■ 

Relations soured further 
in 1992 when Beijing and 
Seoul established diplomat- 
ic relations. 

The Korean Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry* in 
Beijing said it wel coated 
Mr. Jiang's upcoming visit, 
and bilateral trade and 
investment was expected to 
continue to flourish. 

The value of two-way 
trade in the first nine 
months of 1995 surged 47.1 


per cent to $11.5 billion 
from the same 1994 period. 
It is expected to hit $15 bil- 
lion for the whole of 1995, 
up from $11.66 billion in 
1994. 

South Korean business- 
men have poured billions of 
dollars into China, making 
it one of the top destinations 
for South Korean invest- 
ment. 

China, which embraced 
market reforms in the 
1980s, now pays only lip 
service to its comradeship 
with North Korea, which 
still clings to Stalinist col- 
lectivism. 

President Jiang made a 
rare visit to Pyongyang's 
embassy in Beijing this 
month to attend a banquet 
marking the 50th founding 
anniversary of the North’s 
ruling Workers Party. 

“It is to show the North 
Koreans that they have not 
been forgotten ” a second 
diplomat said of the visit 
“They've tried hard to reas- 
sure the North Koreans." 


China is aware its influ- 
ence over North Korea has 
waned in recent years, but it 
has not dumped Pyongyang 
altogether, analysts said. 

North Korea is upset 
about Mr Jiang’s upcoming 
visit to South Korea, but 
there is little (hey can do 
about it, political analysts 
said. 

‘The North is pretty upset 
about Jiang going to Seoul ” 
the first diplomat said. 

“But the North cannot 
have any particular way 
they can pul the Chinese m 
an advantage," he sai<£ 
“They haven’t got any other 
friends." 

Chu Chang-Chur, North 
Korea's ambassador to 
China, shrugged off any sig- 
nificance of Mr. Jiang’s 
Seoul trip and told reporters 
last month that the North 
“pays no attention" to die 
visit and that it will not 
affect ties between the two 
Communist neighbours. 


U.S. erred in key Vietnam War decision — McNamara 


HANOI (R) — Former U.S. 
Defence Secretary Robert 
McNamara, in a major revi- 
sion of U.S. military history, 
said Friday Washington had 
erred in a key 1964 decision 
to escalate the Vietnam War. 

Mr. Mcnamara, who was 
speaking at a news confer- 
ence in the Vietnamese cap- 
ital, said talks Thursday 
between himself and 
Vietnam’s top military tacti- 
cian. General Vo Nguyen 
Giap, had revealed Presi- 
dent Johnson had acted on 
wrong information when be 
used an alleged North 
Vietnamese torpedo attack 
to justify the first air strikes 
against North Vietnam. 

“We were wrong. General 
Giap made absolutely clear, 
and I don't think we need 
any further documentation, 
he made absolutely clear it 
hadn’t occurred. Had we 
known that at the time we 


wouldn’t have carried out 
the subsequent military 
attack," he said. 

On Aug. 2 1964 North 
Vietnamese torpedo boats 
attacked the destroyer 
U.S.S. Maddox in waters 
off northern Vietnam. 

Two days later the 
Maddox reported a second 
attack prompting President 
Johnson to forward the Gulf 
of Tonkin Resolution to 
Congress justifying U.S. 
retaliatory air strikes and 
marking a turning point in 
the war. 

But Mr. McNamara said 
General Giap had revealed 
the second attack on the 
Maddox never took place. 

“(Had we known that) we 
wouldn’t at that time \ave 
sent up to the Congress the 
resolution that ultimately 
was used as the authority 
for the expansion of mili- 
tary operations in South 


East Asia. 

“Would that have changed 
the course of the war? You 
can’t say for sure. I think 
that resolution would have 
gone up later... But clearly 
there was a major event on 
which we were in error.” 

Mr. McNamara, 79, 
resigned as defence secre- 
tary in 1968 after oversee- 
ing the U.S. military 
buildup in Indochina. In 
memoirs published in 
August this year he sparked 
heated debate in the United 
States by saying Washing- 
ton bad been “terribly 
wrong" to continue the war 
beyoDd 1963. 

His return to Vietnam, two 
decades after the war ended, 
is ostensibly to sec up a joint 
U.S.-VIemamese seminar 
aimed at re-examining the 
events of a war which cost 
more than 58,000 American 
lives and left more than four 


million Vietnamese dead or 
injured. 

Mr. McNamara said he 
had received support for the 
conference plan from 
Vietnamese officials and 
was hoping the event could 
be held in Hanoi in late 
1996. 

However he denied his 
return mission to Vietnam 
was connected to personal 
feelings of guilt, hinted at in 
his memoirs, for a conflict 
which became known in the 
1960s as McNamara’s War. 

“We all make mistakes in 
life and I am not trying to 
atone for mine. This isn’t, 
the only error of judgement 
I have made. It’s not atone- 
ment," be said. 

Mr. McNamara’s three 
day visit to Vietnam was 
due to end later Friday. 


Seoul prosecutors mull summoning Roh again 


SEOUL (R) — State prose- 
cutors said Friday they were 
considering summoning 
disgraced ex-President Roh 
Tae-Woo again after ques- 
tioning heads of South 
Korea’s top business con- 
glomerates over his S654 
millioa slush fund. 

“Former President Roh 
Tae-Woo can be resum- 
moned for more question- 
ing,” senior prosecutor Ahn 
Kang-Min told reporters. 

Local media and many 
political commentators 
have speculated that sum- 
moning Roh again would be 
a prelude to his arresL This 
would make him the first 
South Korean bead of state, 
serving or retired, to face 
criminal action. 

The daily Maeil Kyungje 
quoted government sources 
as saying Mr. Roh would be 
arrested on Nov. 20. 

Mr. Ahn, who is leading 
the inquiry into the slush 


fund scandal, said the pros- 
ecution had not decided 
whether Mr. Roh would be 
summoned again. 

Late last month Mr. Roh, 
62, tearfully confessed that 
he amassed $654 million 
during his 1988-1993 term 
in office through donations 
from big business conglom- 
erates. 

When Mr. Roh was sum- 
moned for the first time last 
week, he told prosecutors 
that he either could not 
reveal or did not remember 
bow he amassed and con- 
cealed the slush fend. 

Mr. Ahn said Friday the 
prosecutors ordered five 
more business moguls, 
including the chairmen of 
Sunkyong Kia and Kumbo 
Groups, to appear before 
them to find out if they 
offered money to Ml Rob 
as kickbacks for lucrative 
state projects. 

Sunkyong bead Cbey 


Jong-Hyun is Mr. Rob’s rel- 
ative by marriage. 

Mr. Ahn said the chairman 
of the giant Daewoo Group 
which is alleged to have 
helped Mr. Roh convert 
some $39 million in his 
false-name bank accounts 
into real-name accounts, 
would be called in Sunday 
or Monday. 

He said Dong Bang Group 
Chairman Shin Myoung- 
Soo, whose daughter is 
married to Mr. Roll’s son, 
left the prosecutors’ office 
Friday morning after being 
grilled for more than 48 
hours over allegations that 
be and Ml Roh were part- 
ners in property specula- 
tion. 

Prosecutors suspect that 
Mr Roh bought two luxury 
office buildings in Seoul 
under the names of two of 
the Dong Bang Group sub- 
sidiaries. Mr. Ahn said 
Friday Mr. Roh was also 


suspected of buying another 

building in the capital. 

Mr. Roh has said he kept 
$242 million when he left 
the presidential Blue House. 
Prosecutors were trying to 
find out whether the money 
was used for real estate 
speculation. 

They are particularly 
interested to know how Mr. 
Roh*s relatives were in- 
volved and whether they 
helped him syphon off mo- 
ney to secret bank accounts 
in Switzerland, Mr. Ahn 
said. 

Meanwhile, the beads of 
six business conglomerates, 
including Hanjin and 
Hanwha were called in to 
the prosecutors’ office 
Friday for questioning. 

Since Sunday, the heads 
or founders of 24 leading 
conglomerates have been 
grilled at the prosecutor 
general’s office over the 
fund scandal. 
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Enabling majority to win 


HIS MAJESTY King Hussein’s speech to senior 
officers of the armed, security and intelligence forces 
on Thursday has raised many important questions 
•which require adequate reflection and deliberation. 
Two primary developments obviously lay behind what 
the King had to say. One is the assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin last week at the hands 
of an apparently organised Israeli extremist group 
nurtured on hate, extremism and fanaticism; and the 
other is related to the internal scene here in Jordan 
where a group of vociferous ultranationalists seems to 
have succeeded in dominating the debate over Jor- 
dan’s relationship to its own citizens, mainly from 
Palestinian origin. 


The King has rightly noted that the Israeli tolerance 
of Jewish fundamentalism and nationalistic fanaticism 
succeeded in nurturing a climate of hate that culmin- 
ated in the killing of Mr. Rabin. One natural 
conclusion to be drawn from the Monarch's timely 
reminder about the need to respect certain red lines 
that should never be trespassed is the pr essing desire 
to revitalise the so-called silent majority, something 
the King alluded to with force. Only through the 
activation of the majority would there be an oppor- 
tunity to .check the tyranny of the outspoken minority. 

Yet this quest for a robust role for the majority is 
easier said than done. How to rally the people of this 
country on the side of national unity, peace, develop- 
ment and stability calls for hard work on the part of 
the government. Assuming that the op inions of the 
majority on key policy considerations can be easily 
identified, it remains to be seen how their views «■" be 
rallied to support principal policy guidelines, such as 
peace with Israel. 


There are several options available to Jordanians to 
attainthis objective. One way lies in broadening the 
base of the government. There are important sectors 
of the public that are not represented in the Cabinet. 
Another way is to rearticnlate a new sense of 
citizenship based on contemporary criteria. We have 
many people who are unnecessarily alienated. In this 
vein, we would like to see the concerns of the King on 
what constitutes Jordanianlsm as reaffirmed in his 
latest speed) translated into deeds forthwith. The 
Monarch had repeatedly drawn attention to this issue 
and even personally intervened to rectify wrong 
policies and practices on nationality rights. A minor- 
ity of ns immediately attacked the attempts to redress 
this problem and presumed that they have a birth- 
right obligation to do so because their narrow 
perspectives and interests had been allowed to pene- 
trate society without a counter effort to reach out to 
the population as a whole. Why all the calls for 
treating all Jordanians on equal terms have been left 
nnimplemented is something that causes us deep 
concern. This kind of omission obviously erodes 
majority participation in shaping the future of the 
country. . 


This is not to mention the other dimensions of 
discrimination that still exist amongst our society 
without succeeding in triggering a concerted gov- 
ernmental reaction. 


Of all concerns, however, the role of the mass 
media in healing or causing this malaise must be 
uppermost on our minds. If we take the example of 
Israel, it was the free-for-all situation which the Rabin 
government had allowed that ended up fanning and 
disseminating hate propaganda that culminated in the 
assassination of the prime minister. All democratic 
nations have laws governing hate propaganda. Inter- 
national law obligates all states to legislate against the 
spreading of hate reports. We are all for drawing a 
line that freedom of speech and expression must not 
be allowed to cross. Expressions of opinion calling for 
incitement to ethnic or religious conflicts are clearly 
unlawful under all systems of government world- 
dwidc. Still the media cannot do much better than the 
society it serves. If the majority of a people is sDeat on 
support for certain policy issues, the press will end np 
being silent as well. Only through deepening the 
democratic process would there be room for the 
majority to make their weight felt in the press or the 
dedsfon-making process. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i on Friday said there was no 
need for people to worry about schemes being drawn for 
the Middle East region. Fahd A I Fanek said the people of 
the region should have no fear since they have nothing to 
lose hut backwardness, poverty, disunity and dictatorships. 
He said even the enemies of the Middle East cannot 
imagine a situation for this region worse than the current 
one. Ft is no secret that the economic and social conditions 
of (he region, which was once called the Arab World, is the 
worst in the world, with the exception of the Black Africa 
region. “Our solace has always been (hat there is a region 
other than ours taking the last spot in terms of economic 
development, but our fear is that we are about to lose our 
unenviable place.” said Dr. Fanek. He said the last spot for 
j the Middle East was inevitable now after France pledged to 
! offer generous assistance to the African nations, declaring 
J that aid allocated through the European Union (EU) to 


Africa will even exceed that allotted by Germany and 
Britain in sj. de of the economic hardships it was facing. The 


writer quoted the French minister of overseas development 
as saying that economic growth in Africa was about five per 
cent annually and that they have surpluses in their trade 
balances. 


Jordanian Perspective 


By Dr. Musa Keilani 


Giving credit where it is due 


AS THE reverbations of the assassination of Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin continue to rock Lhe 
Middle East, there is no definite parameter ro judge the 
street reaction in Jordan to the murder of a man who. 
largely symbolised the hope of many for peace in the 
region at large, with comprehensive solution to Israel’s 
conflicts with its Arab neighbours. 

But there is no denial of the fact that there is a sense 
of loss, albeit not necessarily on a personal level, among 
Jordanians regardless of their political beliefs. After all, 
for us in Jordan, the Oct. 26 peace treaty with Israel not 
only restored to us our full territorial and water rights, 
but also gave the entire region a strong impetus to 
economic development that should eventually reflect on 
our daily fives. 

The sense of Joss stems from the realisation that Mr. 
Rabin was not simply a military-officer-turned-politician 
who found it fitting his political ambitions to make 
peace with the Arabs. Let us not forget that the late 
Israeli leader's dedication to the course of peace with the 
Arabs was the precise reason that led to his assassination 
by a fellow Israeli and that Israeli settlers celebrated the 
death of their prime minister whom they saw as bringing 
about their eviction from their colonies in occupied Arab 
territory. .-«• 

There is also a minority among us in Jordan that 
rejoiced over the death of Mr. Rabin, who. according to 
this minority's belief, had done unpardonable injustices 
to the Palestinians. Well, everyone is entitled to his or 
her free, independent opinion, but no one is free to 
impose his or her views on others, but it would be only 
fair and just to give credit where it is due. 

A pragmatic view of the demise of Mr. Rabin will 


make it clear that the death of the Israeli prime minister 
is indeed a loss to Jordan. But we have to raise above the 
clouds of the past to reach that judgement, supported by 
historical logic and a vision of the future. 

It cannot be denied that Mr. Rabin had led his country 
to wars that saw Israel occupying Arab territory and 
depriving the Arabs and Palestinians of tfieir rights. But 
are we going to hold that against him even in his grave, - 
and overlook the fact that Mr. Rabin was the Israeli 
leader who accepted the inevitability of making peace 
with the Arabs and Palestinians on the basis of returning 
territory? Should we have been content to dealing with 
the likes of Yitzhak Shamir and Ariel Sharon in the 
Middle East peace process that was launched four years 
but showed no sign of getting anywhere until Mr. Rabin 
and his confidant, Shimon Peres, appeared on the Israeli 
political scene? 

Are we in Jordan holding the “shortcomings ’ of the 
Oslo agreements between Israel and the Palestinians 
against Mr. Rabin while ignoring the fact that the 
agreements were independently concluded between the 
sole and legitimate representatives of the Palestinian 
people and the Israeli government? Isn’t it unjustifiable 
to expect Jordan, which regained its full rights from 
Israel, to continue to live in an atmosphere clouded by 
the decisions taken by others on their own fate and 
future? 


We in Jordan paid a dear price for the fallout of the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict since 1947. Are we expected 
to continue to pay the price simply because Israel and 
another independent party, with no influence or pressure 
from our side, opted for their own course towards 
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YELTSIN IN CONTROL 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Enemies of peace should not 
be allowed to prevail 


Reviewed by Elia Nasrallah 


THE ARAB press last 
week discussed and analy- 
sed the assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin and its effects 
on the future of the peace 
process. The Arabic dailies 
also tackled a number 
domestic affairs. 

A writer in Al Ra’i daily 
said that with his death, 
Yitzhak Rabin has achieved 
the most significant political 
victory on the domestic 
level and the tragic event 
oould signal die start of a 
genuine transformation in 
Israel’s position, shifting it 
towards a just peace with 
the Arabs. Tareq Masar- 
weh said that Israel could 
not have attracted so many 
of the world’s leaders for 
the burial of its prime 
minister had it not display- . 
ed to the world community 
its determination to aban- 
don the gains made through 
military occupation and its 
tendenty to make peace 
with the Arabs. The Israeli 
society must have realised, 
the message that the leaden 
of the world tame to Israel 
in order to reaffirm their 
support for peace and for 
Israel’s determination to 
end the cycle of hostility 
and violence, said toe wri- 
ter. Hie late Israel prime 
minister's policies, added 
the writer, showed the 
world that Israel bas de- 
cided to give up military 
occupation and to become 
part of the new Middle East 


and to recognise toe rights 
of the Palestinians in their 


of the Palestinians in their 
Palestinian homeland. This' 
tendency won Rabin this 
great support from world' 
leaders because he had de- 
rided unto peat courage to 
free Israel from the historic 
ghetto and toe illusion of 
military might. 

Hamadeh Faraaneh, a 
writer in Al Dustour, criti- 
cised those who rejoiced 
over the killing of the 
Israeli Prime Minister, 


saying that these elements 
have practically showed 
their opposition to Israel’s 
withdrawal from the Arab 
lands. It must be empha- 
sised that Rabin wds mur- 
dered because he bad 
accepted the principle of 
negotiating with the repre- 
sentatives of the Palestinian 
people and because he rec- 
ognised the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 
(PLO) and wanted to end 
toe idea of greater Israel. 
Those who rejoiced over 
Rabin's death in Lebanon, 
Damascus or Amman have 
practically showed their 
opposition to Israel's with- 
drawals. for which Rabin 
has paid with his life, con- 
tinued the writer. It is true 
that Rabin had caused the 
death of many, but his 
death should not be cause 
Hot dancing and rejoicing 
because this docs not serve 
anyone's cause, he said. 
The writer said that those 
who are true in safeguard- 
ing the Arab Nation’s in- 
terests are dealt with this 
event with a realistic 
approach and objectively. 

A writer in Al Ra’i said 
toe arming of toe Jewish 
settlers under toe pretext of 
helping them to use the 
weapons for self-defence 
was a wrong policy all 
along. Laila AJ Hmoud said 
that toe settlers have used 
the weapons to kill the de- 
fenceless Palestinians and 
these weapons have now 
been (Erected against the 
Israeli leaden. The assassin 
who killed Rabin tor mak- 
ing peace with the Palesti- 
nians would have very 
much liked to use his 
weapon to kill Palestinians, 
continued the writer. She 
said that the weapons in the 
hands of the Jewish settlers 
could from now on be 
directed against Jews and 
could unleash a wave of 
violence unprecedented in 
the Jewish state's history. 


Mousa Barhoumch, a 
writer in Al Ra’i. blamed 
the extremist groups and 
fanatics for toe killing of the 
Israeli premier, saying that 
the tragic event could mark 
the beginning of deep splits 
within the Israeli society. 
The writer said that the 
Israeli society should have 
woken up to the fact that 
terrorist groups were pre- 
paring for a disaster to the 
Jewish state when a Jewish 
settler gunned down scores 
of worshippers at the Ibra- 
himi Mosque in Hebron. 
Saying that the killing of 
Rabin has opened wide toe 
eyes of the Israeli society 
gbout the terrorist groups 
and their actions, the writer 
said the Israeli government 
should undertake drastic 
measures against the oppo- _ 
neats of peace and should " 
be ready to face the coming 
danger. 

Sultan Al Hattab, a wri- 
ter in Al Ra’i, called on the 
Arab members in the Israeli 
parliament, toe Palestine 
National Authority as well 
as Jordan and Egypt to ex- 
tend full support to Shimon 
Peres and help him to go . 
ahead in the peace process. 
The writer said that these 
parties must help the acting 
premier to carry out 
Rabin’s plans of giving bads 
to the Palestinians their 
lands and their towns. 
According to the writer, 
Peres is bound to follow in 
the footsteps of his prede- 
cessor and could even take 
faster steps towards speed- 
ing up the Israeli forces 
withdrawal in implementa- 
tion of the Taba agreement. 
Peres, said the writer, has a 
good chance to give an im- 
petus to the peace process 
on all tracks and abort the 
hostile camp's attempts to 
disrupt the peace process. 

Writing under toe title of' 
'toe enemies of peace under 
the spotlight,’ a writer in Al 
Ra’i said that the Israeli 
government ought to follow 
the advice of the politicians 


in the Jewish state who 
have now called- for dis- 
arming the settlers as a first 
step to stem the power of 
the peace opponents. 
Mahmoud Rimawi said that 
there is even need for the 
government to embark on a 


polity of urging and later 
forcing the settlers to give 


up their settlements in the . : 
Arab lands and go back to 1 
Israel if the peace process is 
to take its course. The wri- 
ter said the Israelis should 
realise that the opponents 
of peace are terrorists who 
form a real waiting for a 
chance to terminate the 
peace process. These ene- 
mies. numbering around 
100.000, are armed to the 
teeth and they are the real 
terrorists whose eviction 
from their settlements was 
demanded by wise Israelis 
in the wake of the cold 
blooded murder of Muslim 
worshippers in Hebron. 

In the view of Taber Al 
Adwan, a columnist in Al 
Dustour, the assassination 
of Yitzhak Rabin dealt a 
real blow to toe drive to 
attract investments to the 
Middle East. The writer 
said that concerned govern- 
ments in the region and 
those which participated in 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit are urged to double 
their efforts to show the 1 
world community that the 
peace process will continue 
unperturbed. He said the , 
government of Shimon I 
Peres should take speedy 1 
steps to implement the 
Taba agreement with the 
Palestinians and also take 
practical steps to revive the 
negotiations with the Sy- 
rians. 


■ 

A columnist in Al Dus- 
tour said that toe ruling 
Labour Party in Israel 
should not waste any time 
but should rather try with 
all its might to utilise the 
assassination of Rabin to 
mobilise popular support 
for its policies. 


eventual peace? . . . , , 

For the man on the Jordanian street, it should be a 
strong reminder that Mr. Rabin understood the 
complexities of not only making peace but also keeping 
it and building on it, and if the man’s vision would come 
true it would mean an improvement of life on the 
Jordanian street. 


It came as a surprise to many in Jordan to hear Mr. 
Rabin arguing Jordan’s case for assistance in Europe and 
the United States before and after toe signing of the Ocl 
26 peace treaty. But then, it should not have been a 
surprise for those who really understood Mr. Rabin’s 
approach to peace with Jordan and appreciated his belief 
that signing a peace treaty did not mean much unless 
accompanied by a qualitative change in the lives of the 
people. Granted that there is strong political motivation 
for Israel to ensure that peace means an uplifting of life 
for Jordanians if they were to be expected to cherish and 
maintain that peace? But does not negate the very 
approach adopted by Mr. Rabin? 

Those who argue that the death of Mr Rabin served 
the Arab cause do not seem to understand toe philosophy 
of peace. For decades, we in Jordan were waiting for an 
Israeli leader with political vision to see that military 
might was not the answer to his country's “security” 
concerns and that the real answer was through accepting 
that Arab territory had to be returned and Arab rights had 
to be respected. And that leader came in the form of Mr. 
Rabin. It will be gross injustice to label Mr. Rabin a 
killer and completely side-step his achievements in 
terms of advancing the region towards the cherished 
dream of peace and stability- 


The lesson 


of Algeria 


By G Wynne Dyer 


QUESTION: What should 
you do when you think that 
toe people who are going to 
win a democratic election 
are not democrats? 

Answer: Let them win. 
They might not hold 
another election when the 
scheduled time rolls 
around, which would then 
make them anti- 
democratic. If you cancel 
this one, you . are already 
anti-democratic. And you 
may also be starting a civil 
war. 

In January. 1992, the 


Algerian ‘government can- 
celled the country's first- 


ever free elections because 
the Islamic fundamentalists 
looked certain to win. and 
practically every Western 
and Arab government tacit- 
ly backed its decision. Even 
then, it seemed a short- 
sighted and hypocritical 
policy. In retrospect, it 
looks like criminal stupid- 
ity. 

Prime Minister Mokdad 
Sifi says the presidential 
vote on Nov. 16 will enable 
Algeria to find “a true 
democracy where you don’t 
kill somebody who thinks 
differently than you.” But 
the only candidates are 
President Lamine Zeroual 
(a former general), and 
three non-entities from 
government-approved par- 
ties. 

Ail the real political 
forces in the country, in- 
cluding the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) that would 
have won the 1992 election, 
are boycotting the poll. 
And the armed Islamic 
groups that sprang up to 
oppose the regime after 
1992 have promised to 
bomb the polling stations 
and kill people who try to 
vote. 

There has already been a 
great deal of killing in 
Algeria, and since July the 
bombings have spread To* 
France, where the Islamic 
militants accuse toe French 
government of backing the 
military regime in Algiers. 

In a wonderful irony. 
President Zeroual then re- 
fused to speak to French 
President Jacques Chirac in 
a scheduled meeting in New 
York last month because he - 
was unwilling to take “les- 
sons in political behaviour” 
from France. (Mr. Chirac. 


to placate the French left, 
bad announced that he 


would urge Mr. Zeroual to 
compromise with the Mus- 
lim militants). 

Damned if you do, and 
damned if you don’t. You 
almost feel sorry for toe 
French, coping with a ter- 
rorist bombing campaign to 
punish them for backing toe 
Algerian regime, while its 
leader publicly snubs them. 
But your pity would be dis- 
placed. 

The truth is that toe 
French government richly 
deserves to be punished for > 
its role in Algeria. It is a 
shame that Parisian com- 
muters are losing their legs 
or their lives in bomb 
attacks because of their 


government's actions, but it 
is not surprising. 

But Muslim fun- 
damentalist movements are 
not inherently violent. 
Mostly, they turn to vio- 
lence when the normal poli- 
tical avenues to power have 
all been blocked. 

They were not violent in 
Algeria, despite 3P years of 
misrule and corruption by 
the heirs of toe National 
Liberation Front (FLN) 
that won the war for inde- 
pendence from France in 
1962, And there were good 
prospects for a smooth tran- 
sition to a post-FLN demo- 
cratic system, because the 
last "FLN ruler, General 
Chadli Benjedid, had re- 
sponded to bloody anti- 
govemment riots in 1988 by 
promising free elections. 

And he delivered. The 
first round - of voting in late 
1991 went off very well — 
except that the FIS came 
out ahead. That was when 
the panic set in, for the 
fundamentalist party 
seemed certain to win an 
absolute majority in toe 
second round. 

So Mr. Chadli was forced 
to resign, and a clique of 
hardline generals seized 
power (after assuring them- 
selves of the tacit support of 
France and other Western 
and Arab countries) and 
cancelled the elections. 
They are still in power to- 
day. 

There was never any evi- 
dence that toe FIS would 
ban further elections if it 
won. In any case, servants 
of the old regime that bad 
refused to risk free elec- 
tions in Algeria for toe pre- 
vious three decades had no 
right to cast doubt on their 
opponents' motives. The 
whole thing stank of panic 
and prejudice — and the 
result was to pitch Algeria 
into a civil war thar now 
rivals Sri Lanka for the title 
■ of the most lethal conflict' 
on the planet. 

Lots of reasons are 
offered for France’s back- 
ing for the Algerian milit- 
ary. There are already some 
five million Muslim immig- 
rants in France, over half of 
them Algerians, and Paris 
feared that a fundamental- 
ist victory in the Algerian 
elections would unleash an 
unstoppable new wave of 
Algerians seeking shelter in 
France. 

But if toe FIS had come 
to power peacefully and 
legally, there would have 
been no refugees. Many 
members of the educated 
and secularised middle dass 
in Algeria would have 
hated toe petty restrictions 
toe FIS' would have bees 
sure to impose, but that 
dotyn’t mean they could 
claim refugee status. 

Whereas if the fun- 
damentalists win now or in 
the future, there will be up 
to a million refugees from 
Algeria with legitimate 
.reason to fear their fives. 
After so much IdllJuig, there 
would be drastic retribution 
against those .the fun- 
damentalists see as ene- 
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King: Democracy shouldn’t become vehicle to destroy national unity 


following is the text of His Majesty King Hussein 
Thursday at the Royal Medical Services Centre to 
senior military, public security, and intelligence 
officers. The translation was provided by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 


! thank the chief of staff for 
his welcoming speech on 
behalf of the Royal Jorda- 
nian Armed Forces, the 
Arab legion and all those 
you here represent. I hope 
you would convey to all 
your colleagues, the offic- 
ers, the non commissioned 
officers and the privates my 
thanks, and that of Jordan, 
my gratitude, and that of 
Jordanians for all that you 
gave, through time, for 
being the shield of the 
homeland and its hope, the 
trustworthy to carry Jor- 
dan's message, the right- 
eous soldiers defending the 
dignity of the Kingdom and 
its right to live and its 
stands under all circumst- 
ances and conditions, de- 
fending this country, the 
heir and bearer of the Great 
Arab Revolt this country 
which will remain dignified. 
God willing, by the aware- 
ness and loyality of its men 
whom you represent at this 
meeting. 

Gratitude goes to you. 
for all your efforts and 
sleepless nights that you 
Spent preparing for the 
hosting of the Amman eco- 
nomic summit, the capital 
of agreement and recon- 
ciliation. which led effec- 
tively to the summit's suc- 
cess, making our country. 
Jordan, well known to all as 
a powerful and notable 
country aspiring for the fu- 
ture in confidence and in 
hope. This country which 
works in determination to 
be always and forever an 
example and a model. 

Many of those who vi- 
sited Jordan came to our 
country for the first time. It 
served as an opportunity for 
numerous meetings on 
different levels: officials, 
state and international 
organisation's representa- 
tives. and businessmen and 
private sector representa- 
tives who came from all 
over the world. During that 


chances to embark, in the 
foreseeable future, on the 
renaissance we aspire for 
nationally and regionally in 
the economic field, to start 
establishing the many fruit- 
ful ventures facilitating 
opportunities for our young 
people and our citizens to 
live a life they have been 
denied for a long time in the 
different circumstances, 
that prevailed in the past. 

Thank God for what was 
achieved. We are full of 
trust and hope in a promis- 
ing future. God willing. 

Concerning the Armed 
Forces, it is our pride and 
joy. It is the hope. All its 
members represent the ulti- 
mate in awareness. loyality 
and contribution to the land 
of Jordan. 

These days witnessed 
grave events that we all 
heard of and were affected 
by. It gave our minds room 
for revision of many 
stances, to look deeply into 
the reality that we live. 

We must recognise, espe- 
cially after the economic 
summit, that many people 
showed admiration and 
appreciation for this coun- 
try. Admiration for its con- 
tributions. its sincerity, its 
honesty and the integrity of 
its people. 

There was no newspaper 
in this world that did not 
laud this country's achieve- 
ments. no official or visitor 
who did not pay tribute to 
Jordan and its accomplish- 
ments no one who did not 
feel that this country is far 
bigger than its s> 2 e and its 
reality. 

On the national level, 
however, this event did not 
receive the appropriate 
echo that promises of a 
hopeful future, self- 
confidence and apprecia- 
tion of what was achieved 
and accomplished. This 
phenomena we have been 
suffering from for a long 
rime. This country which 


event a large number of., . gave and still is giving con 


media representatives came 
A to Jordan to cover the 
7 jor event from all over the 
world. Thank God, we only 
heard phrases of apprecia- 
tion and admiration for the 
standards of preparation, 
and for the warm reception 
and hospitality they re- 
ceived. and also the great 
effort which was exerted to 
make Jordan known to all. 
and in turn providing the 


tinuously deserves more 
from its writers, its media, 
its press and journalists, 
and its citizens. 

On the people's level. 
I'm full of appreciation, 
gratitude, admiration, and 
confidence and peace of 
mind. The great majority of 
the people are with this 
country, believing in it. 
holding on to it and cher- 
ishing what it has achieved 


and presented always, and 
being at the lead in doing 

so. 

The masses expressed 
themselves on more than 
one occasion. I want to 
assure you and pledge be- 
fore you my determination 
to continue serving those 
pure and honest citizens 
whose foreheads would re- 
main high in dignity. This 
good men of the south, the 
north and the heartland, of 
the desert and in the green 
valley. Those good men 
from which our army com- 
es from, which our armed 
forces are formulated: from 
the cities, the badias and all 
locations and posts. 

I mean the silent majority 
in contrast to the few loud 
voices of bad omen, herald- 
ing havoc, destruction, de- 
spair. and frustration. 
These voices that live in 
darkness and illusion, and 
rhe forces driving them 
from behind and enforcing 
them. But the goodness re- 
ft. a ins in this country and in 
its people. 

Tile recent event that 
occured in our region, and 1 
mean by it the fall of a 
soldier of peace who paid 
dearly for his belief in 
peace, and for his quest to 
reach this peace and realise* 
it. This event opened be- 
fore us the many dimen- 
sions that needs to be 
thought thoroughly and 
which did not receive 
enough attention in the 
past. 

One of our papers wrote 
“one less killer". I think, as 
any honest man should, the 
killers are one more. The 
man who wrote this was not 
there when this soldier, 
serving his country, regard- 
less of our position at that 
time, secured his biggest 
military achievements be- 
fore shifting to the ranks of 
peace warriors to work for 
the cause of peace. 

It was said then that it 
was fortunate that the killer 
came from a certain group 
of people and a certain 
nationality. But it is now 
time to say that all terror- 
ists. regardless of their 
nationality, stance or ideol- 
ogy. are all the same, and of . 
the same creed. They are 
the enemies of life, ethics, 
people and mankind, stabil- 
ity. security, and peace. 

It was also said that what 
happened there (in Israel) 
was a result of democracy 
and freedom, and because 
people there enjoy rights 
that led to a situation that 
made someone do what he 
did with the support of a 
minority. At this point I 


would stop commenting on 
what happened there to 
look into what happened 
here. 

I would like to remind my 
brothers, my brother the 
prime minister who enjoys 
my trust and great hope, my 
brother the Crown Prince, 
my brothers the officers and 
the commanders here, that 
if these circumstances led to 
what happened there, wc 
are living similar circumst- 
ances and emotions here. 

Democracy does not 
mean, in any way. crossing 
the red lines, destroying 
national unity, destroying 
what is worth something, 
and underestimating the 
achievements of this coun- 
try towards its persistant 
citizens, the real genuine - 
men. I have said it before, 
maybe in this same hall, 
that 1 don't feel that there is 
a media, either on the offi- 
cial or the media in general, 
that belongs to this country 
defending it or its achieve- 
ments. reflecting the col- 
ourful image of this country 
or heralding its bright real- 
ity. I only find a proces^of 
continued destruction and 
dPTMiiiinn from the inside 


are full of low 
meanoeuvres. destructive 
articles, and contempt for 
this country and leadership. 
This country which sacri- 
ficed. gave, presented al- 
ways in abundance, this 
country which was a home 
and a refuge for anyone 
who wanted to be secure on 
an. Arab land: a home for its 
Arab brothers who sought 
Stability, tranquility and 
security and always found 
our doors wide open for 
them. > 

• These writings manifest a 
racist view raising its ugly 
head and contrasting fully 
with what dwells in our 
hearts, souls, and conscien- 
ce. 

Some are saying that the 
leadership is favouring the 
Palestinians at the expense 
of Jordanians. Some even 
went to say that the lead- 
ership is a stranger to Jor- 
dan. What is Jordan? This 
Jordan was built by this 
leadership, by you and with 
you. This leadership saved 
this Jordan from conspir- 
acies that were plotted 
against it. This Jordan is 
now a model and an exam- 
ple for all Arabs. Some are 


“There is the camp of darkness, death, 
havoc and destruction, and there is the 
camp of life, peace, security and stability. 
I belong to the latter camp.” 


in order for this county to 
fall. God willing, this coun- 
try will not fall. 

Rats have come out from 
their holes. Observers of 
what happened in the re- 
cent past should have 
noticed what 1 have said 
carefully. I‘m not Muam- 
mar Qadhafi and Jordan is 
not Libya. Jordan does not 
deal with its pe&ple like 
Qadhafi deals with his 
Palestinian brothers and 
folks who are guests in his 
country. We do not do that 
because we are all citizens 
in this country, citizens in 
solidarity and unity. We 
called for the reform of 
some shortcomings which 
we realised existed such as 
denying some Jordanians 
their dtizenship which they 
deserve due to their long 
belonging to this country. 
Some of them were treated 
in an in-appropriate way. I 
have said it before that any- 
one who seeks to harm or 
hinder the national unity of 
this country in anyway is my 
enemy till the day of judge- 
ment. I don't know if any of 
my brothers here read the 
cheap newspapers. They 


criticising and some are giv- 
ing speeches. Some are 
abusing pulpits and plat- 
forms assigned for 
preaching wisely for what is 
righteous, and what is 
good. 

Some are criticising what 
we have done in accordance 
with what our duty tells us 
to do towards those who 
cooperated with us in realis- 
ing peace, and with whom 
we enterd a clear and can- 
did dialogue to regain our 
land and our water on the 
bases of the stand we 
adopted since 1967. 

This continued till our 
Palestinian brothers de- 
cided to act by themselves 
to gain their self determina- 
tion concerning their own 
affairs and in accordance 
with their circumstances. 
This stance, which did not 
accept to compromise an 
inch of Palestinian land or 
any of its people's rights on 
their national soil. 

When the issue was out 
of our hand in accordance 
with the wishes of our 
Palestinian brothers, the 
Arabs, the Muslims, and 
the whole world, and when 


all those who set forth be- 
fore us. and those who com- 
manded and sacrificed on 
the path of peace, and when 
wc all moved towards peace 
after a decision that was 
adopted here by those who 
represent our people in all 
its spectra, and those who 
were elected in their posts, 
in a huge national gather- 
ing. and after our brothers 
(the Palestinians) moved 
out from under the umbrel- 
la to face the sunlight — 
after all of this had hap- 
pened. we marched to save 
our land, our water, our 
right, and the right of this 
country to live. 

As you all remember at 
the beginning, there was 
talk of signing peace then 
discussing details. We re- 
fused and he (Yirzhak 
Rabin) accepted our view 
point. Then there was the 
long road and the great 
efforts of everyone until a 
just and honourable peace 
was reached. Our rights 
were restored and we are 
now on the threshhold of 
moving to a prosperous fu- 
ture. God willing. There 
was a relation that was 
established, a friendship, 
and the enemy was turned 
into a dear friend with 
God's will. Then the man 
fell- and we recognised all 
the man's deeds as he did 
ours. I must say that he 
admired this army and this 
country, its heroism and its 
manhood in every meeting 
with him and all of his 
companions. Now rhere are 
some who blame us for 
paying our last respects for 
him or for having shaken 
his hand. 

A vice president of an 
Arab country sent a letter 
to my brother Sharif Zeid 
saying that you were my 
friend but it is not honour- 
able for him to shake the 
hand that shook Rabin's 
hand. We are not honoured 
to shake their hands be- 
cause they only see their 
interest, believe in nothing 
but themselves, and work 
only for themsevles. Be- 
cause they are too cowardly 
to shoulder their responsi- 
bilities. and to work in the 
service of this nation's fu- 
ture to save this Arab peo- 
ple anywhere from what 
they suffer. 

When it comes to the 
threshhold of the new era of 
our life of building and giv- 
ing. I hope that the govern- 
ment. with ail of our sup- 
port. and mist would suc- 
ceed in its tasks in the com- 
ing future. All of my thanks 
go to the government in 
preparing for the summit 


and making it a success, for 
the continuous care of my 
brother Hassan. and for the 
efforts in the economic field 
of this country. 

But. as an advice from a 
big brother. I call upon the 
silent majority to have its 
say in all of this foolishness. 
To stand in the face of the 
powers of darkness, to re- 
flect the genuine image of 
this country and its people, 
resembling that manifesta- 
tion when I was destined to 
recover from a dangerous 
disease. 

And when I came back 
there was a manifestation 
that I would never forget 
and would always servers 
my motive as long as I live 
to work for the best of this 
people and its future 
through giving opportuni- 
ties to all the men and 
women of Jordan in a 
promising future. Let me 
say it honestly and clearly: 
Do not destroy in the name 
of democracy. Don't abuse 
tolerance to destroy this 
democracy. 

We all aim in this country 
that everyone would rise to 
the occasion where Juiuu- 
nians would achieve their 
aspirations and ambitions, 
to shoulder their responsi- 
bility and to face the chal- 
lenges and dangers. Don't 
meet the good of this coun- 
try with ingratitude. Don't 
be mean and remember 
what this country has given 
you and has accomplished 
for you. This country, re- 
gardless of anything, is 
powerful and capable of 
putting any one who wants 
to harm it in his place. 

This country's method is 
tolerance, and even now 
I'm hopeful that people 
would go back to the 
straight path. This could be 
their last chance to recon- 
sider. There is the camp of 
darkness, death, havoc and 
destruction, and there is the 
camp of life, peace, security 
and stability. I belong to the 
latter camp in all my ener- 
gies and capabilities in full- 
filment of my duty towards 
the future generations. Ask 
my brothers at the Higher 
Council for the interpreta- 
tion of the constitution, or 
any body, or any of those 
who took decisions through 
dialogue and through what 
should have been done on 
the official or public levels 
and their representatives to 
judge in two fields. The first 
is this press and this bad 
and defaming media. The 
press and media of this 
country should portray this 
country and the true feel- 
ings of its men and women 


in order to be fair towards 
this country concerning the 
bizzare and the strange that 
exist in the press. 

It seems that our hopes 
were bigger than our reali- 
ties when we eliminated all 
limits, and made the 
severest punishment for any 
wrongdoer or defamer to 
this country a mere JD 
1.000 if convicted. Controls 
and curbs should be put. 
Reconsidering of punish- 
ment against those harming 
ethics and morals should be 
applied. This is not the 
standard we wanted, nor it 
is the quality we wished our 
press would enjoy in the era 
of democracy, freedom and 
respect for human rights in 
this country. 

Concerning the unions 
and the sheikhs of our asso- 
ciation we ask: Do they act 
constitutionally? Do they 
represent the thousands of 
this country’s young men? 
Do they serve the profes- 
sions they claim they repre- 
sent? Should this incorrect 
situation where 

is the line between politics 
and profession? Why not 
leave politics to politicians 
and those who are chosen 
by the people to represent 
them in their respected 
councils? Do these few who 
are not appreciative have 
the right to forbid engineers 
or doctors for example from 
participating in the forth- 
coming renaissance? Is this 
democracy of dictatorship? 

These conditions make it 
imperative to speak openly 
and dearly to our brothers 
and sons and people. I call 
upon all to pay attention to 
all that is going on. Cooper- 
ate on what is righteous, 
not on what is evil. Let us 
build this country and serve 
this nation. “Let's fullfil its 
aspirations and hopes as 
possible as can be. As for 
me, I was only a child when 
the founder of this King- 
dom Abdullah Ibn A1 Hus- 
,sein, my grandfather, fell as 
'he was at peace with him- 
self in an extraordinary 
way. He went to meet his 
Lord a martyr. When my 
hour comes. I hope it would 
be like that of Abdullah Ibn 
A1 Hussein. 

We don't fear anyone's 
blame in what is right. We 
don't fear any one’s blame 
in what is right. Destiny is 
up to God. I would always 
be. to the last moment of 
my life..there for you, from 
you and with you, to satisfy 
my conscience and work for 
Allah’s will whom 1 look 
forward to meet with- my 
book in my right. God bless 
you all. 
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“which was planted by the 
King in the soil of this 
country and in the minds of 
its citizens, is an irrevocable 
choice and is a means by the 
people to monitor, question 
and correct so as to make 
Jordan stronger." 

It said the progress of the 
democratisation process re- 
quires continuous review in 
order to address defects and 
check excesses so as to pro- 
tea democracy from any at- 
tempt to violate the 
l Constitution. 

* . j -a j f “Experience has proved that 

scades * ia ^ e j l j the choice of our leader to 
ioubt on ^ ; open ^ door f or reaming 
motives- j th e democratic march was 
5tan * t ° jtbc i nghi since our country and 
e “*rJh AlE&ti* i region passed through dif- 

plt that ! ficul1 such ** Gulf 
k^for the ntk j war, the peace process and the 
lethal confl* 1 ' economic reform programme 
I and Jordan emerged from 
reasons ! toese crises stronger and 
France’s \ finner," read the statement. 
Algerian • “As we stressed our keenness 
*3r»dyj2| to proceed firmly in the 
*" democratisation process and 

to protect political pluralism, 
human rights and public free- 
doms; we would like to make 
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few. security and stability on 
[toe one hand and attempts to 
exploit democracy .... to 
spread chaos and plant 
dissent and despair among the 
People on the other." 

The statement criticised what 
it termed as misinterpretation 
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Hie statement stressed the- 
importance of national unity, 
describing it as the secret of 
the Kingdom's strength. 

The statement continued that 
all holders of Jordanian na- 
tionality were Jordanian citi- 
zens with equal rights and du- 
ties regardless of their ori- 
gins. "Shedding suspicions 
over that fact is a violation of 
the Constitution and is a be- 
haviour amounting to the 
level of outlawed sedition," it 
asserted. 

It added that no one had the 
right to revoke the national- 
ity of another person or ex- 
press mistrust of the others’ 
allegiances and feelings of 
belonging and said such be- 
haviour was a violation of 
human rights principles and 
is in contravention of the 
simplest religious, national 
and constitutional codes. 

The statement underlined the 
importance of supporting 
both Jordanian and 
Palestinian national identi- 
ties until the Palestinian en- 
tity is created and until citi- 
zens can make a voluntary 
choice in determining the 
kind of relationship between 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
entities. 

It stressed that the govern- 
ment’s measures to gram 
West Bankers Jordanian 
passports had no political 
implications, but were ad- 
ministrative measures aiming 
at helping Palestinians as had 
always been the case. "Jordan 
has persistently sought to en- 
able our Palestinian brethren 
to secure their legitimate na- 
tional identity and rights and 
did its utmost to bury the sub- 
stitute homeland illusion and 
stop evicting Palestinians 
from their homeland.” said 
the statement. 

It said professional associa- 
tions and unions were neces- 
sary national institutions 
which have certain goals and 
duties set by their bye-laws 
which should not be violated, 
adding that political work is 


the right of all citizens as 
guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 

The Constitution, it contin- 
ued, is the ultimate reference 
which determines the suitable 
political platforms. 

**As the House stresses the 
Kingdom’s national -achieve- 
ments and the prominent in- 
ternational status attained by 
the kingdom, it declares that 
it will work on correcting all 
that needs to be addressed in 
the field of legislation to en- 
sure having more responsible 
democratic practices and so- 
cial justice and to ensure secu- 
rity and stability in response- 
for the leader’s call and the 
nation’s needs.” the state- 
ment said. 

“Those propagating 
sedition, despair, misery, 
regionalism, intellectual 
terrorism and mobilising 
against religious, national 
and constitutional values and 
principles will be dealt with 
by law and by the Jordanian 
judiciary, which is known for 
its distinguished integrity.” 
Also on Friday, deputies, po- 
litical activists and parties 
expressed their support for 
King Hussein’s speech. 
Abdullah Ensour, head of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee of 
the Lower House, said the 
King had reiterated his calls 
for maintaining national 
unity and warned of dangers 
posed by excesses on the part 
of some people who claim to 
be advocates for the right, at 
a time when (hey were 
working for their own 
interests. 

Mr Ensour said that such ex- 
cesses had nothing to do with 
democracy but were some 
forms of terrorism and brutai- 
ity. 

Mr. Ensour said the King's 
speech was timely because it 
came at a time when the coun- 
try had started shaping its 
own future clearly: * 

On the role of professional 
associations, Mr. Ensour said 
that the associations had 
played a good role in the ab- 
sence of parliamentary life 


and political parties, but now 
that parliament and political 
parties were in place, such as- 
sociations should not play 
any political role, nor 
impose their political 
opinions on their members. 
He called on the associations 
to observe the law governing 
their activities, saying that 
the law should not be violated 
nor abused. 

Kamel Abu Jaber, member of 
the Upper House- of 
Parliament and former foreign 
minister, said King Hussein 
had called for an in-house so- 
lution to some of the ex- 
cesses in accordance with the 
rules in force. He noted that 
the King called on the 
Higher Council for the. 
Interpretation of the 
Constitution to reconsider 
some of these rales. 

Dr. Abu Jaber stressed the 
need to respect democracy and 
to observe democratic rules 
and regulations. Democracy 
has never been taken lo mean 
non-observance of laws or in- 
fringing upon general free- 
doms or causing harm to any 
individual or group, he said. 
“In my view, the King's 
speech was a reminder to the 
nation of the noble meanings 
of democracy, and a call for 
observing democratic rules 
and respecting the counter 
opinion” Dr. Abu Jaber said. 
He added that throughout its 
history Jordan had never al- 
lowed anyone to be killed for 
political reasons nor had it 


allowed political violence 
against any individual. 

The Al Ahd Parry expressed 
support for the King's speech 
and called for finding the le- 
gal and constitutional solu- 
tions to protect Jordan's 
democratic march and ensure 
respect of democratic values, 
in addition to stopping all 
excesses, and aborting all at- 
tempts to distort Jordan's im- 
age and its achievements. 

The Arab Islamic Democratic 
Movement (Dua’a) voiced 
support for the King's speech 
and appreciation to him for 
charting the way for the 
Jordanians to follow. 

Dua'a said Jordan will re- 
main a strategic reserve for 
its Arab Nation. Jordan has 
set an example for the region 
in terms of respect for 
democracy and human rights, 
the statement said. Any 
attempt to belittle or 
undermine Jordan's role is 
not but a conspiracy against 
this country, it added. 

The Liberal Party said King 
Hussein had put the record 
straight by clearly warning 
of the dangers posed by the 
excesses on the part of those 
who try to offend Jordan’s 
values and beliefs. The party 
called on the government to 
take the necessary measures 
lo deter those who might 
think of tampering with the 
security o£ the country or un- 
dermining its role and' 
achievements. 


Rifkind reaffirms support 


main in force for “many 
years.’’ 

Mr. Rifkind, visiting Jor- 
dan on a Middle East tour, 
said a ban on all Iraqi ex- 
ports, including oil, and all 
imports except food and 
medicine was part of a “con- 
tainment policy’’ needed to 
protect Baghdad’s neigh- 
bours. 

He said an end to sanctions 
was “entirely dependent on 
the compliance of the Iraqi 
regime with U.N. resolu- 
tions, for as long as they 
refuse to comply with U.N. 
requirements it will be neces- 
sary to continue sanctions.’’ 

“Sadly it could mean for 
many years,” he told repor- 
ters. “We hope that would 
not be necessary, but it de- 
pends on the behaviour of the 
government in Baghdad." 

The U.N. Security Council 
on Wednesday extended 
sanctions imposed on Iraq 
since it invaded Kuwait in 
1990. 

Mr. Rifkind said there was 
strong agreement in talks on 
Thursday with King Hussein 
“that sadly Iraq, Saddam 
Hussein's regime in particu- 
lar, continues to represent a 
threat to the peace , of the 
region.” 

He said Iraq's admission 
after the defection of a senior 
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official to Jordan in August 
that it had been developing 
biological weapons ruled out 
an early end to sanctions. 

“Against that background, 

I believe it is inconceivable 
that sanctions at this moment 
in time could be lifted by the 
’United Nations,” be said. 

The emir of Kuwait said his 
country would support any 
joint Arab initiative to help 
relieve tbe suffering of the 
embargo-bit Iraqi people, in 
an interview published Fri- 
day. 

“Kuwait approves of any 
collective Arab initiative to 
ease the suffering of the Iraqi 
people," Sheikh Jaber Al 
Ahmad Al Sabah told the 
Egyptian government daily 
Al Ahram. 

“The Kuwaiti contribution 
to this humanitarian initiative 
would be in the form of Jood ^ 
and medical aid rather than 
money which the Iraqi reg- 
ime could use to buy new 
weapons and threaten the 
people of Kuwait,” the emir 
said. 

Kuwait’s crown prince, 
Sheikh Saad A! Abdullah Al 
Sabah, told Al Ahram news- 
paper in a separate interview 
that Kuwait had not "turned 
its back” on Arab countries 
that supported Baghdad in its 
invasion and seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait. 


But he added: “It is up to 
these countries to adopt a 
policy stressing that the Iraqi 
regime must implement all 
U.N. Security Council re- 
solutions,” especially regard- 
ing the release of Kuwaiti 
prisoners of war. 

The crown prince said 
Kuwait was not putting up 
obstacles to Arab reconcilia- 
tion but that “all Kuwaitis 
need to check that these 
countries are adopting a new, 
credible position.” 

Sbeikh Saad also judged as 
’premature a call by the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates for the 
lifting of sanctions and for 
Arab countries to mend 
fences with Iraq. 

On his talks in Damascus, 
Mr. Rifkind said Syria stres- 
sed its support for the peace 
process, adding that it thinks 
.that tbe latest statements 
made by Israeli officials were 
encouraging and construc- 
tive. 

This, he said, provides a 
suitable ground for resump- 
tion of serious negotiations 
between Israel and Syria. 

On his talks with Israeli 
officials, he said that much 
emphasis was put on the need 
to pursue the peace process 
and that the assassination of 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin should not affect tbe 
peace process. 


Peres and Arafat may meet 


(Continued from page 1) 
building. 

Israel turned over the 
police station to Palestinian 
police earlier this month. A 
total of 1,000 Palestinian 
policemen were scheduled to 
deploy in Jenin and the sur- 
rounding district starting on 
Monday. 

Palestinian security sources 
said some 500 Palestinian 
policemen, who had been 
trained over the past few 
months in self-ruled Jericho, 
were already in Jenin as civi- 


lians. 

They were to go on active 
duty starting on Monday 
along with some 400 police- 
men due to arrive from 
Jericho, the rest were to ar- 
rive later. 

Meanwhile, a huge cam- 
paign urging Palestinians to 
register to vote in their first 
elections was launched Fri- 
day in the Gaza Strip. 

About 50.000 posters 
■ were being distributed across 
tbe Gaza Strip, depicting a 
ballot-box and the Palesti^ 
nian flag with the inscription 


“Together, we will build our 
country." 

Tbe Gaza coordinator of 
the Palestinian central elec- 
tion committee, Osama Abu 
Safir, told AFP that from 
Sunday 2,000 Gaza teachers 
would begin a door-to-door 
canvas of the population. 

They would be armed with 
the first maps of electoral 
wards in the Gaza Strip, 
where one million Palesti- 
nians live. *- 

They would be wearing 
special green caps inscribed 
with the words “The Palesti- 
nian National Authority cen- 
tral committee for elections.” 


The first 66 EU observers 
arrived in Israel on Thursday, 
due to supervise the drawing 
up of the electoral lists. 

On Thursday fullpage 
advertisements appeared in 
the Palestinian press also 
urging people to take part in 
the registration. 

The observers team is 
beaded by Carl Udbom, for- 
mer Swedish justice minister, 
and the first group is due to 
arrive in Gaza on Saturday. 

Mr. Arafat has said the 
elections could be held 
around Jan. 20, before the 
start of the Holy Month of 
Ramadan. 


Palestinians living in tbe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
can next week start to apply 
for identity cards to be issued 
by the self-rule authority, the 
PLO said. 

Saeb Erakat, tbe self-rule 
minister of municipal affaire,, 
said the decision on ID cards 
was taken at a meeting in 
Jericho with Israeli defence 
and foreign ministry officials. 

To be eligible for cards, 
Palestinians aged 40 and 
above must have lived at least 
three years in the territories, 
and younger Palestinians 
have at least four years of 
residency. 
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Iraq’s official I Arab banks urged to support stock markets 


press criticises 

soaring prices 


BAGHDAD (R) — Soaring 
prices have drawn sharp cri- 
ticism from Iraq's official 
press and one newspaper de- 
scribed the economic situa- 
tion as gloomy. 

The papers said prices 
surged to incredible levels 
following last month's re- 
ferendum which reinstated 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein in office for seven more 
years. 

They blamed profiteers 
and traders for the rises but 
stopped short of urging the 
reapplication of draconian 
measures which had included 
amputations, long prison 
terms and even the death 
penalty. 

The newspapers have rare- 
ly been so open in their critic- 
ism of the country's eco- 
nomy, devastated by more 
than five years of U.N. trade 
sanctions imposed for Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

The official A1 Qadissiya 
newspaper said prices of 
clothes skyrocketed to unpre- 
cedented levels at least 100 
per cent higher than last 
year's. 

“Prices of clothes are now 
like fire burning fbe one 
approaching them," the pap- 
er said. 

The cheapest blouse in 
Baghdad was sold for 25,000 
-dinars on Wednesday and a 
man's shirt cost at leat 
10 , 000 . 

“The surge is incredible," 
said the paper. 

Traders in Shorja market. 
Baghdad's commercial bub, 
said prices of certain food 
items were going up by 100- 
150 dinars a day and some 
had surged 100 per cent in 
three months. 

A kilogramme of lentils, 
formerly the poor man's diet 
in Iraq, fetched 1,400 dinars. 


beans 2,400, rice 1,300 and a 
tray of 30 eggs 4,000. 

The average monthly sal- 
ary of a civil servant in Iraq is 
about 5,000 dinars. 

The newspaper Babel, 
owned by Saddam’s eldest 
son Uday, said Iraqi teachers 
were bearing the brunt of the 
inflation as their meagre 
salaries hardly covered their 
transport fees. 

"This gloomy picture... is 
what the enemies want and 
their programme is being im- 
plemented by traders in both 
private and state sectors." 
said the government news- 
paper AJ Jumhouriya. 

The government, its cof- 
fers empty due to the sanc- 
tions, which have blocked oil 
exports and frozen assets 
abroad, is in no position ro 
intervene. 

It has turned down a U.N. 
offer allowing it a one-time 
sale of oil to pay for urgent 
needs, saying the conditions 
infringe on its sovereignty. 

Unlike in the past, 
Jumhouriya blamed both the 
state and private traders for 
economic chaos. It also said it 
was against the reintroduc- 
tion of heavy punishments 
“which, according to past ex- 
perience, gave no positive 
result." 

“Their application, 
moreover, would unleash 
accusations of human rights 
violations against us.*' it 
warned. 

Shorja's traders said they 
were victims of a volatile 
economy and a sinking cur- 
rency which Wednesday tum- 
bled to more than 2,300 di- 
nars to the U.S. dollar on the 
black market, its lowest rate 
ever. 

They said the prices were 
bound to surge and the dinar 
lose value so long as sanc- 
tions on Iraq remained intact. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab banks should surpass 
their traditional services to 
support their burgeoning 
stock markets to woo back 
overseas funds and finance 
reforms, the Arab financial 
think-tank said Friday. 

Although most of the Arab 
World’s 322 commercial 
banks are trading their shares 
is the regional stock ex- 
changes, they still fall short of 
the services provided by 
banks is advanced countries, 
the Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF) said. 

“Arab banks should work 
for providing a comprehen- 
sive set of investment, finan- 
cial and consulting services 
that exceed the traditional 
services and facilities they are 
offering," the Abu Dhabi- 
based fund said in a study. 


“The banks can play a vital 
role in developing Arab 
bourses. They could expand 
their operations in giving 
loans and receiving deposits 
to include management of 
new share floatations, 
marketing of shares, provid- 
ing share purchase and sale 
services for their clients, 
creating investment port- 
folios, and guaranteeing 
share investment... In other 
words, Arab banks are in- 
vited to adopt the concept of 
comprehensive banking ser- 
vices in the next stage," it 
added. 

AMF officials said de- 
velopment of the stock mar- 
kets in the region was essen- 
tial for economic reforms as 
they widen investment scopes 
and help repatriate overseas 
Arab funds, estimated at 


more than $800 billion. 

Several Arab nations have 
embarked on reforms to tack- 
le economic problems caused 
mainly by decades of state 
domination. They include 
foreign debts of more than 
$150 billion, negative growth 
rates, inflation, unemploy- 
ment, and persistent deficits 
in the budgets and balances 
of payments. 

The AMF, the Arab 
League's main financial orga- 
nisation, has been involved in 
plans to encourage reforms 
through extending soft loans, 
developing the stock markets 
and pressing members with- 
out exchanges to open floors. 

“Despite the rapid de- 
velopment in Arab bourses in 
the current stage, they are 
still suffering from defective 
legal and organisational 


structures,” AMF Chairman 
Jassaim A1 Manai told an 
economic seminar this week. 

“They also lack secondary 
markets, incentives and 
market-makers at a time 
when there is a pressing need 
to develop those bourses to 
support economic restructur- 
ing programmes and the con- 
cept of market economy,” he 
said. 

According to the AMF, 10 
of the Arab League’s 22 
members have official ex- 
changes while some others 
are planning to set up floors. 

By the end of 1993, around 
1,100 tranks and companies 
were trading in the regional 
markets, with a paid-up 
capital of nearly $32 billion 
and turnover of less than $1 
billion, a fraction of world 
markets. 


The AMFs plans include 
setting up a computerised 
data base that links the stock 
markets in member states fit a 
bid to promote share-dealing. 

The base was launched two 
years ago but only six bourses 
have so far been linked. The 
AMF, however, said it was 
trying to connect more ex- 
changes. 

The data base distributes 
in formation on regional mar- 
kets, the financial situation of 
trading institutions and eco- 
nomic indicators for member 
states. A complementary 
project to be launched next 
year involves the creation of 
a company to assess the 
financial adequacy of trading 
institutions. 

Experts said such projects 
could contribute ro expand- 
ing stock investment in the 


Arab World. But they stres- 
sed all members needed to 
open up their markets as 
several bourses are still res- 
tricted to nationals. 

The AMF said Arab banks 
had the capacity to boost 
regional bourses as. their op- 
erations have shaiply -grown 
over the past two decades. 
From only S46.7 billion in 
1975, the banks' assets have 
jumped to nearly $365 billion 
and tbeir brandies soared by 
more than 10 times to 7,836. 

“Arab banks can play a 
crucial pan in activating de- 
mand and supply in national 
stock markets... the invest- 
ment funds they could estab- 
lish will attract large funds as 
they create channels for Arab 
and foreign investors outside 
the region to invest in Arab 
bourses,” it said. 


OPEC to miss out again on oil 
demand surge — IE A 


Pakistan unveils new 
steps to boost exports 


LONDON (R) — World oil 
demand is set to surge again 
nexr year but the once- 
mighry OPEC oil producers' 
group will see most of the 
growth snatched by rival sup- 
pliers, the West's energy 
watchdog said 

In its monthly oil market 
report, the Paris-based Inter- 
national Energy Agency 
(TEA) said world oil demand 
in 1996 was set to grow by 2.3 
per cent, or 1.6 million bar- 
rels per day (b/d), from 1995 
to 71.3 million b/d. 

But the Organisation of the 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) will not be able 
to cash in on the higher con- 
sumption. The IE A says out- 
put from prolific producers in 
the North Sea and other 
countries outside OPEC is 
expected to go up even faster 
than global demand. 

It projects non-OPEC sup- 
plies will rise to 44 million b/d 
in 1996, up 1.8 million from 
this year following a 1.1 mil- 


Jordanian stocks plunge 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian 
stocks took a plunge this 
week on quick selling as a 
result of fears of uncertainty 
stemming the assassination of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin, brokers said Fri- 
day. 

“Any political develop- 
ment in the entire Middle 
East region immediately re- 
flects on the Jordanian stock 
market since there is no 
escape for Jordan from the 
repercussions of events in the 


region, particularly- those 
affecting the Palestinians," 
said a broker. 

“There may not be a direct 
connection, but Rabin’s 
assassination was seen to 
have a major impact on the 
Israeli-Palestinian track of 
peace talks, and this in turn 
affect Jordan,” said the brok- 
er, who, like other Amman 
Financial Market (AFM) 
dealers, cannot be identified 
by name under standing mar- 
ket guidelines. 

The weekly AFM for the 
week ending Thursday was 
4.6 million dinars, up nearly 


60 per cent from the previous 
week’s 2.9 million dinars. 

The report said 2.5 million 
shares changed hands during 
the week under 2,484 con- 
tracts. Stocks of 90 com- 
panies were traded during the 
week, with 13 closing with 
gains, 65 losing and 12 re- 
maining stable. 

Industrials led sectoral 
trading with a turnover of 
1.84 million dinars, or 40 per 
cent of the weekly volume, 
followed by banks and finan- 
cial institutions with 1.43 mil- 
lion dinars, or 31.1 per cent, 
/Continued on page 9) 


THE Daily Crossword by Gregory EL Paul 


ACROSS 
1 Assail with 
stinging words 
5 Skyward 
10 Mosque official 

14 Peruvian 

15 Evans and 
Carnegie 

16 Protuberance 

17 Plunder 

18 Spry 

19 Jog 

20 Willing 

22 At that point 

23 Old Olds 

24 Football player 
26 Risk 

30 Incendiaiy bomb 
32 Kitchen utensil 

34 Livy's lang. 

35 Anderson's 
"Winesburg, — ■" 

39 Nidologist's 
subject 

40 Luigi's love 

42 Ibsen's Helmer 

43 Adam’s boy 

44 Bert Bobbsey’s 
twin - 

45 African 
antelope: var. 

47 Tidal waves 

50 French city 

51 Casino figure 
54 Part of TGIF 

56 “...that doesn't 
. love — ’ (Frost) 

57 Hip 

63 "Scarlett" locale 

64 John Walton’s 
portrayer 

65 Des Moines’ 
state 

66 Skater Heiden 

67 Actress 
Moorehead 

68 Layer 

69 Hide's partner 

70 Plow man 

71 Sea bird 

DOWN 

1 Caron role 

2 Erelong 

3 Macbeth, e.g. 

4 Telegraph word 

5 “There Is 
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Thursday’s puzzle solved 


Nothing Like — “ 

6 Pond 

7 Medley 

8 Crystalline 
mineral 

9 Poetic 
monogram 

10 Wealthy 

11 Mushroom 

12 Worship 

13 Gas. for one 
21 Della's creator 
22— Aviv 

25 Spud 

26 Lily of opera 

27 Duel tool 

28 Caesura 

29 Out of debt 
31 Solo 

33 Cowboy's 
milieu 

36 Sundowner 

37 Club for 
Couples 

38 Trees 
41 Union 

46 Otherwise 


£!□□□ □□□□□ QQDQ 
□□UD BQQQQ DQD □ 
nnnijn onaHHra ncoEiH 

Oqq □□□□ QDQQO 
QQUO □□□□ 
□□□□□□ EK3QS □□□ 
□□□DEI QE3QQ □□□□ 
□□□aan aaa uQauna 
oaao □□db ancjEja 
jjjQQ dans QBQHEEJ 

■ anon ooua 
■qqljljp bbbq quo 
qqdqqqoqqqqqqqq 
Q aaa pbb e3h aaoB 
hbbb Bosaa □□□a 


48 Bar none 

49 Baby tender 

51 Entrances 

52 Sentient 

53 An Osmond 
55 Things here 


58 — days’ wonder 

59 Small hawk 

60 Roulette bet 

61 Novelist Wister 

62 Item for sale 
64 -Lump 


lion b/d rise on 1994. 

Norwegian and British 
North Sea output rises are 
expected to lead the non- 
OPEC surge next year, sup- 
plying an extra 770.000 b/d 
from this year, the IEA esti- 
mates. 

It also sees Australian out- 
put up 225,000 b/d. Mexico 
pumping an extra 120.000 b/d 
and Angola 100,000 b/d. ' 

Increases of between 50- 

100.000 b/d are projected for 
the three largest non-OPEC 
Asian producers China, 
Malaysia and India and for 
Latin America's Brazil and 
Colombia. 

Noticeable rises are also 
expected for Kazakhstan, the 
Cdngo, Oman, Italy and Ye- 
men. 

Only two countries — Rus- 
sia seen down 70.000 b/d and 
the United States down 

130.000 b/d — are expected 
to post appreciable output 
reductions. 

Given the rising non- 
OPEC supplies, the IEA- 
calculates the expected call 
from world markets for 


OPEC etude next year is 
likely to run on average one 
million b/d below current 
output, estimated in October 
at 25.6 million. 

OPEC ministers will meet 
on Nov. 21 in Vienna to 
decide on 1995 production 
levels. 

Meeting last November in 
Indonesia, ministers were 
confident that rising demand 
to meet economic growth 
would bring both higher 
prices and the chance to raise 
output quotas in November 
1995. 

But many OPEC delegates 
and analysts now are saying 
the group has no option but 
to keep its ceiling unchanged. 

‘‘Not long ago OPEC ex- 
pected to discuss ax its 
November 1995 meeting an 
increase in quotas to cater for 
rising global oil demand," 
said London's Centre for 
Global Energy Studies. 
“However, so large is the 
likely increase in non-OPEC 
production in 1996 that any 
debate about quota increases 
is premature." 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
With its carpet industry hart 
by child labour charges and 
exports falling at an alarming 
rate, the Pakistani govern- 
ment has unveiled new incen- 
tives to help exporters in- 
crease business and counter- 
act “negative propaganda." 

The incentives include soft 
loans to exporters and a 
marketing campaign which 
will send up to 1,000 
businessmen abroad. They 
follow a devaluation of the 
rupee, which was aimed at 
supporting the textile sector. 

Information Minister Khaiid 
Kharal predicted the mea- 
sures would increase Pakista- 
ni exports by 25 to 35 per 
cent 

The government bad set a 
target of $9.5 billion in ex- 
ports at the start of the fiscal 
year in July but exports have 
dropped by 29 per cent over 


the past three months. 

Commerce Secretary Sal- 
man Farooqi said the govern- 
ment had set up an Export 
Development Fond to adv- 
ance soft-term loans to ex- 
porters of carpets, surgical 
goods and leather and textile 
products. 

The government will also 
launch a “massive marketing 
campaign”, sending up to 
1,000 business people abroad 
to help introduce Pakistani 
products, he said. Half of 
their travel expenses would 
be paid by tbe state. 

It will also provide a 25 per 
cent air freight subsidy on 
exports of carpels to South 
African, Central and South 
American markets. 

The country’s carpet trade 
was hurt following the death 
in April of 12-year-old Iqbal 
Masih, who won acclaim for 
his crusade against bonded 


Unscramble these tour Jam Wes. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ortSnary words. 
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“I hypnotized you so you’re unable 
to see me before I’ve done my hair 
and makeup!" 


Peanuts 


Yesterday's 


A COP CAN 
GJVE THIS TO 
A SPEEDING 
MOTORIST. 


-| “tT^I Now arrange the circled letters to 

form the surprise answer, as sug- 
_J IS - . /I gesied by the above cartoon. 

Print answer here : A “ [ H I I T 

(Answers Monday'. 

Jumbles-. GLOAT MOUND APATHY SMOKER 
Answor: They called tho talkative mechanic this — 

A MOTOR MOl/TH 
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GOOD SENSE 
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child labour. 

Masih was gunned down 
on Easter Sunday in his vil- 
lage near Lahore. The 
Bonded Labour Liberation 
Front, a private organisation, 
blamed the murder on “car- 
pet mafia", while police and 1 
his close relatives said the 
boy was shot by a drug 
addict. 

The murder led to can- 
cellation of orders of Pakista- 
ni carpets worth millions of 
dollars by several European 
importers. The Pakistan Car- 
pet Manufacturers and Expor- 
ters Association blamed the 
“vilification campaign" on 
Pakistan's traditional enemy, 
India. 

The package follows a 
downward revision of the 
rnpee-dollar parity to keep 
Pakistani products “competi- 
tive" in the international 
markets. 

Officials said the adjust- 
ment was unavoidable fol- 
lowing similar steps taken by 
its competitors, particularly 
India, which had devalued its 
rupee by 14 per cent. 

The move has been hailed' 
by traders in the tortile sec - 
torjvwhich accounts for more 
than 60 per cent of the coun- 
try's total exports. 

However, as the dollar 
went up, selling now at 34.25 
rupees, the government in- 
creased gas prices by seven 
per cent, triggering an outcry 
across the country. 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 11, 1995 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Don’t try to force anything just 
to gain your desires or you get 
into disagreements, but Later all 
is fine if you are diplomatic. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
The morning today starts slowly 
in the business world, so be 
patient and then all works Bke a 
charm for you. Be happy at 
home tonight with your mate. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
You find it difficult to gain yoor 
objectives in the morning today, 
but later this evening it is re- 
latively easy to do so to gain your 
success. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 2T) You can be discouraged 
in the morning because of delays, 
but later this evening can formu- 
late a fine plan which speeds 
everything up. 

LEO :(July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t jump impulsively into any- 
thing just to gain your aims- in the 
morning today. By using wisdom 
and poise, you can easily gain 
them. 

VCRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) This morning is not good ~ 
for committing yonrself to any- 
thing important today. Later, 
this evening the planets are mar* 
favourable. 

LIBRA: (September 23 lo.Octo- . 
ber 22) Don't run off on. some 
tangent in the morning today- 
Tonight you can plan bow to gain 
more benefits and success in die 
future. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have a feel- 
ing that some bill is not correct 
today, but wait awhile and it 
soon be rectified to your benefit 
and advantage. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You want, to 
light into a rambanctfoig feDow 
associate in the morning today, 
but control your temper and 
changes for the better. 

eUPHCORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Even if career activi- 
ties starts slowly in the morning 
today, by mere perseverance, 
this becomes a profitable d *7 
anyway. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 V 
February 19) Your plans for re- 
creation do not turn out right in 
the morning today. By tonigh 1 - 
friends help you complete them 
correctly. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Conditions at home may not ( 
be to your liking in the morning 1 
today, so off to business and by 
this evening all is righted. - 

Birthstone of November: TOftf* 
— Tiger’s Eye 
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Lebanon free zone opens 


BEIRUT (AFP) - Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri has in- 
augurated a free trade zone 
in the Beirut port in another 

sign of Lebanon's multi- 
billion dollar post-war re- 
habilitation. The 24,000 
square-metre zone will help. 
Lebanon compete better with 
other free trade zones in the 

region and recover its pre- 
war status as a platform for 
Middle East trade, Mr. 


Hariri said Thursday. A free 
trade zone was set up in the 
Beirut port in 1993 but the 
area was devastated during 
the 1975-1990 civil war. Mr. 
Hariri inaugurated two of the 
six buildings that will consti- 
tute the free trade zone in the 
port, which is in full expan- 
sion as part of a S14 billion 
post-war reconstruction 
drive. Lebanon plans on set- 
ting up free trade zones in 
other areas of the country. 
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Prices of 78 products 
increased during 1994-95 

irtt A STUDY by the Consumer Protection 
Society revealed that prices of 78 of 117 
products have increased within one year. The 
average increase was 14.3 per cent for these 
products which included food, medicines, 
general supplies, fruits, fuel and transporta- 
tion among other items. Prices of only nine 
products declined by an average of 13.5 per 
cent. According to the study, prices did not 
change for the remaining 30 products (and 
services) which included basic foodstuffs, 
some medicines, petroleum products, com- 
munication as well as telephone, water and 
electricity services. 

The study pointed out that most vegetable 
merchants do riot abide by the fixed prices 
mainly due to laxity of controls and manipula- 
tion of price and weight standards. The 
society saw many irregularities in the selling 
process and highlighted the need for classify- 
ing and grading the produce by farmers as'a 
j main step to improve the pricing system. The 
society also recommended abolishing the 
minimum price for selling produce as many 
traders do not abide by "it (AI Ra’i). 

Water charges under study 

ft* THE MINISTRY of Water and Irrigation 
is currently studying new charges for water 
consumption. An informed sources said cur- 
rent charges were much lower than the 
operating and maintenance cost. He said a 
cubic metre of water costs 880 fils whereas 
consumers only pay an average of 340 fils. 
The Water Authority charges 100 fils per 
cubic metre for the first 20 cubic metres of 
consumption and 600 fils per cubic metre for 
consumption exceeding 100 cubic metres in a 
single quarter (AI Ra’i). 

Qudah sees good future for 
Syrian-Jordanian Free Zone 

•(rtt FIFTEEN INDUSTRIES have been set 
up at the Syrian-Jordanian Free Zone which 
has an area of 6,000 dunums, half of which is 
in the Syrian territory and the other half in 
Jordan. The director of Jordan’s Free Zones 
Corporation expects higher demand from 
industrialists and investors to set up projects 
at the joint free zone next year when the 
international highway between Amman and 


Damascus opens in early 1996. The director, 
Falah AI Qudah. said the infrastructure at the 
joint free zone was exemplary compared to 
the rest of the free zones. He noted that the 
site was geographically unique and that .cheap 
technical labour was an added advantage- to 
the potential investors (AI Ra’t). 

Jordanians are second largest 
investors in Syria 

ft* A SYRIAN economic bulletin recently 
said that Jordanians were the second largest 
investors in Syria after Saudis. Jordanians had 
investments in 23 projects, six of which had 
100 per cent Jordanian equity. The Saudis had 
investments in 38 projects while Lebanese, 
ranking fourth, h3d investments in 17 projects 
(AI Dustour). 

National Industries sells $lm 
worth of paper to Syria 

ft ft THE NATIONAL Industries Company 
has signed agreements with a number of 
Syrian manufacturers of sanitary paper to 
supply them with 800 tonnes of paper rolls 
valued at over SI million. The shipment of the 
raw material is expected before the end of this 
year. The National Industries Company has 
posted a mid-year profit of JD 312,000 after 
recording continued losses in the past, TTie 
director of the company. Samih Barakat, 
expects total sales to exceed JD 6 million this 
year. He said that the National Industries has 
reached an agreement with an Italian firm to 
supply a new production line to recycle used 
apper and, as a result, reduce cost by about 50 
per cent (AI Aswaq). 

Shipping company bought 
three vessels this year 

■ir-et THE JORDAN National Shipping Lines 
bought three vessels this year. The vessel 
Tropicana was bought in an auction and was 
renamed Philadelphia. Used mainly to carry 
bulk material, it can transport loads weighting 
34,000 tonnes. The other two vessels are AI 
Safi, able to carry 17.000 tonnes, and AI 
Urdon which can carry 15,000 tonnes. With 
these three vessels, the company has a fleet of 
five ships in addition to another two leased 
under a long-term deal. The vessels, mainly 
operating between Aqaba and Indian ports, 
are tansporting Jordanian phosphate and 
potash (AI Ra'i). 
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Gems of the world , All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 
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Furnished Apartment 
For Rent \ 

Jn Um Uthaina, 3 
.■bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, . 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas ' 

Fumtshed/unfumished for i 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Teh 810605, 810609, 810520 


STUDIO 


rfilG 

HtJin 


PraCesaknal'Qnafli 
1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO phmtm 



IS 



MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

i The Best Cooking, 
Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere fin Amman 
Oeir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near 
Housing Estate ' 
Opart from: 

12 noon - 300 pjn*. 
BOB - 11-JO pjn. 



MatAMnb.Sb mt 
Um Uthakmh CommrcU Ontm 

TeL: M1174 
IbttluM Shndpum^ 


4 l i< * n 4. julifl 
tljitx tfjfLtMf <jSLjL& 

863944 - 816690 


ftm&tauoant 

Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 


For Ros. 812997 - 3141 13 
Mecca St Dnoud Center 



8*1 6690 

At ^Txxiri tin 



FX>R RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
8iAppartments 
in Amman 




Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle - 692672 


La Coquette 

RESTAURANT 


Uilla 

For Sale 
or Rent 
In Abdoun 

1300 m2 

Tel. 629901 



AUTHENTIC 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
Jaba] Amman 
Tel 638212 
Air-conditioned Lounge 
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Australian Grand Prix 


Hakkinen condition stable after crash 


ADELAIDE (R) — Mika It added: -‘While the 
Hakkinen was in stable con- neurological situation will be 
dition in hospital with a sc-' unpredictable for the next 
rious head injury on Friday few days, progress so far is 
afternoon after he crashed satisfactory, 
heavily in his McLaren dur- „ s and x inves . 
in g the opening qual.fyrng for ( show nQ of 

Sundays Australian Grand 0 f h=r serious injuries. There 

Pn *’ . f are no external head or facial 

A statement from the . - ries .. 

medical staff treating the 27- J The announcement fol- 
year-old finn after h.s esn-- . , owcd „ ews from Goodyear. 

21. ;, which supplies all tyres used 


collision at Malthouse bend 
said he was in the intensive 
care unit at the Royal Ade- 
laide Hospital, under seda- 
tion and ventilation. 

The statement, from the 
FIA medical delegate Sid 
Watkins and Dr. Brendon 
Kearney, the chief executive 
of the hospital, said this treat- 
ment was normal for the 
management of head in- 
juries. 


by all the teams in Formula 
One. that three left-rear tyres 
inspected by them had been 
found cut during the session. 

The cars were driven by 
Pedro Lamy of Portugal, in a- 
Minardi. Briton Johnny Her- 
bert in a Benetton, and Hak- 
kinen. 

Goodyear officials said the 
cuts may have been caused by 
debris, kerbs or manhole cov- 



Seles withdraws 
from season finale 

NEW YORK (Rl — The season-ending WTA Tour 
championships next week will feature a rematch of last 
years final in the opening round after fifth seed Gabriela 
Saba t ini of Argentina drew American Lindsay Davenport 
as her first opponent on Thursday. 

Sabatini ended a lengthy title drought last November by 
beating Davenport in straight sets to claim the prestigious 
Virginia Slims Championships crown for the second time. 

The draw for the re-named season finale was held at the 
Advanta Championships in Philadelphia — final tune-up 
for the 16-year event at New York's Madison Square 
Garden. 

Three-time winner Monica Seles, who was to make her 
return ro the championships after missing the fast two 
years, pulled out earlier on Thursday, suffering from 
tendinitis in her left knee and an ankle sprain. 

Seles, who rejoined the women's tour in August after 
more than two years away following her 1993 stabbing in 
Hamburg, was to receive a special wild card invitation into 
the draw. 

Her absence enables the legitimate 1 6th place qualifier, 
according to WTA points standings, to claim the final 
berth. 

That final qualifier, who will be top seed Steffi Grafs 
first-round opponent, will be South African Amanda 
Coetzer unless Irina Spirlea of Romania reaches the 
Philadelphia final. She has already advanced to the 
quarters. 

Coetzer is one of only two players to beat world number 
one Graf this year. The German three-time champion 
avenged that Canadian Open defeat with a first-round 
victory over CoetzeT en route ro her U;S. Open title in 
September. 

Spain's Conchira Martinez, bumped up to second seed 
with Seles's withdrawal, drew Croatian teenager Iva Majoli 
as her first opponent. 

Third-seeded Spaniard Arantxa Sanchez Vicario. losing 
finalist to Graf in 1993, landed in the tougher half of the 
draw along wirh Graf and Sabatini. She will face Natasha 
Zvereva of Belarus in the first round. 

Fourth-seeded Australian Open champion Mary Pierce 
of France, a semifinalist the past two years, drew a 
dangerous first-round opponent in German Anke Huber. 

The other first round pairings are: Sixth seed Kimiko 
Date of Japan v Czech veteran Jana Novotna seventh seed 
Magdalena Maleeva of Bulgaria v Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy of the Netherlands and eighth seed Mary Joe 
Fernandez v fellow American Chanda Rubin, who will be 
making her first appearance in the championships. 


HOUSEKEEPER WANTED 

Live - in housekeeper, with cooking skills 
and good references, required for family 
of three. 

Please write to 
P. O. Box 1655, Amman 11118. 


DUTY UNPAID CAR FOR SALE 

TOYOTA Cressida XL 1990 model 
2400cc, A/C, power steering, grey colour, 
excellent condition. 

Call Tel. 827186 NidaJ 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Very well furnished apartment for rent. Consist 
of two bedrooms, TV. room, sitting & dining 
room, two bathrooms, kitchen, central heating 
and telephone. 

Location: Urn Uthaina. 

For further information please call Tel. :819626 Amman. 


OPENING OF VETERINARY 


CLINIC & PET SHOP 


Dr. Lena Billeh Announces the Opening of 
Her Veterinary Clinic & Pet Shop at the 
: 7th Circle Opposite to Ramada Hotel 

Cellular Phone 079/31493 


ere on the 3.78-km (2.35- 
mrle) tricky, fast and slippery 
Adelaide street circuit. 

Hakkinen lost control of 
his McLaren on entry to the 
high-speed comer. His car 
slid backwards, hit a kerb and 
then pirouetted through 
nearly 360 degrees before 
slamming into the barriers. 

The comer, a fast right- 
handed between the Jones 
and Brabham straights, is the 
quickest on the track. It is 
believed that Hakkinen was 
travelling at about 175 kph 
when he hit the barriers, pro- 
tected by only one wall of 
tyres. 

The session was haired for 
42 minutes. .When it re- 
sumed. Briton Damon Hill in 
a Williams grabbed pro- 
visional pole position ahead 
of his teammate and fellow- 


Briton David Coulthard, Au- 
strian Gerhard Berger in a 
Ferrari and newly-crowned 
double world champion 
Michael Schumacher of Ger- 
many in his Benetton. 

Coulthard led the times for 
most of the session but hill 
eclipsed his best time in the 
final two minutes. Hill’s time 
was one minute and 15.505 
seconds, at an average 
180.226 kph (111.99 mph). 

Hakkinen's accident was 
the worst in the sport this 
year. Japan's Ukyo Katyama 
escaped with only slight in- 
juries after his Tyrrell car- 
turned over at the start of the 
Portuguese Grand Prix in 
September and Japan's Aguri 
Suzuki suffered a fractured 
rib in practice for the 
Japanese Grand Prix at Suzu- 
ka last month. 


Briton Johnny Herbert, 
driving a Benetton, also spun 
off during the session. Briton 
Mark Blundell in the second 
McLaren also came off at the 
same place at Hakkinen. 

Austrian Gerhard Berger, 
speaking off Hakkinen's 
crash, said: “It looked as if he 
had a problem with the left 
rear of his car. The right front 
seemed to be off the ground 
at the start of his accident and 
he took off when he hit the 
kerb. 

“h looked as if something 
may have failed or a puncture 
of something." 

Coulthard. qualifying in 
Adelaide for the first time, 
said: “It’s a very tricky cir- 
cuit. It is much more bumpy 
than I expected. It is a street 
circuit and that always means 
that if you have an off, you 
are in trouble.” 


WBC meet issues safety guidelines. 


BANGKOK (R) — The 
World Boxing Council has 
introduced new safety mea- 
sures and doubled the insur- 
ance cover for boxers appear- 
ing on a WBC world title 
card, a news release said. 

The WBC's annual con- 
vention under way in the 
northern Thai city of Chiang 
Mai on Thursday addressed 
key medical and safety issues 
following recent deaths in the 
ring, according to a release 
seen here on Friday. 

“The WBC’s medical in- 
vestigation strongly suggests 
that extreme weight loss dur- 
ing training for a fight and the 
accompanying dehydration 
are prime factors in ring fata- 
lities.*’ 

“The WBC has decided 
that strict guidelines for limit- 
ing the amount of weight a 
fighter will be allowed to lose 
will be drawn and im- 
plemented." it said, adding 
that these would be moni- 
tored in all world, interna- 


tional and Americas title 
bouts. 

The WBC said another 
prime factor in fatal accidents 
was the presence of a family 
member, particularly fathers, 
in a boxer's comer as "it 
appears that the emotional 
ties involved adversely affect 
their judgement as corner- 
men.” 

The convention, gathering 
around 300 members from 
around the world, confirmed 
its- 15-year-old rule that bare 
immediate relatives from 
working in the comers. But it 
s aid they could take part 
from the floor as fourth 
comerman. 

The council directors also 
decided on Thursday that the 
S100.000 medical and life in- 
surance policy provided for 
every boxer appearing on a 
WBC world title card would 
be increased to S200.000. 
effective immediately. 

The statement said “a new 
and much more effective 
mouthpiece" had been under 


development by the WBC for 
the past five years. 

ft did not elaborate but the 
Nation newspaper quoted 
WBC chief Jose Sulaiman as 
saying the guard had cost 
more than S 100 .000 to de- 
velop and was made of a 
rubber material that offered 
better protection and lasted 
one year against three 
months for others. 

The daily newspaper also 
reported that the WBC had 
set up an ad hoc committee to 
look after the families of 
fighters who had died in the 
ring as well as former cham- 
pions who have fallen on 
hard times and need help 
with medical and other bills. 

The 31-member directors 
board had also on Thursday 
agreed that WBC 
heavyweight champion Frank 
Bruno of Britain should 
make his firer mandatory title 
defence against Mike Tyson 
instead of fellow Briton 
Lenox Lewis. 


Sacchi takes Italy into big week 


BARI, Italy (R) — The next 'group if they beat Ukraine in 


week will determine whether 
Arrigo Sacchi,- marking his 
fourth year as Italy coach, 
takes his team to the 1996 
European Championship fin- 
als or looks for another job. 

On paper the odds look 
overwhelmingly in favour of 
Sacchi staying at the helm for 
some time. But Italy still 
need at least four points from 
their last two matches to be 
mathematically home and dry 
on Wednesday night. 

Croatia lead group four by 
three points over Italy but the 
“Azurri” have one game in 
hand and can finish top of the 


Bari on Saturday and over- 
come Lithuania in Reggio' 
Emilia on Wednesday. 

Finishing second in the 
group leaves three times 
world champions Italy a hos- 
tage to arithmetic. 

Sacchi. ever cautious de- 
spite celebrating his fourth 
anniversary as coach on Mon- 
day, has warned his players 
neither opponent is the 
pushover many might sup- 
pose. 

“With six points we can 
win the group, with four we 
should qualify. One defeat 
and we're out,” he said. 


ADVERTISEMENT INVITATION 
FOR BIDS-RE TENDERING | 
(T/7 9/95) 

1- The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has applied for a| 
grant from the Ozone projects trust funds of the, 
Montreal protocol parties (the International Bank for 
Construction and Development acting as trustee of grant 1 
funds) in various currencies towards the cost of Ozone 1 
depleting substance phase - out project and it is 
intended that part of the proceeds of this grant will be 
applied to eligible payments tor producing odourless 
liquefied petroleum gas. 

2- The Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd. now invites 
sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply of skid 
mounted liquefied petroleum gas purification and 
hydrotreating unit of 5 gallon/minute capacity according 
to standard specifications No. 582/1/95 revision 1. 

3- Interested eligible bidders may obtain the bidding 
documents against a nonrefundable amount of JD 30 at 
the offices of... 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd 
Purchasing Department. 

1st Clrcls, Jabal Amman, Abu Baker El Siddlq Sir. 
P. O. BOX 1079 - Amman • Jordan 
Fax No. 962-6-657939 
982-657934 

Tlx. No. 21246 & 21638 Petrol Jo. 

Tel. No.: 630151-59 

4- All bids must be accompanied by a security of 5% of 
the bid amount valid for four (4) months from date of 
opening the bids and must be delivered to the above 
offices on or before 17/12/95. Bid security shall be 
released to unsuccessful tenderers upon completion of 
offers evaluation. 

5- Bids will be opened on 18/12/95 at the offices of 
Jordan Petroleum Refinery Co. Ltd - Purchasing 
Department. 

6- The bids should be valid for a period of three (3) 
months from the date of opening the bids. 

Chairman 

Abdul Majeed Shoman 


“So I’m calling for pru- 
dence and concentration be- 
cause Ukraine and Lithuania 
do not belong to the third tier 
of teams, those that you beat 
even playing badly. 

“They are in the second 
tier, that of less well known 
reams who are capable of 
causing an upset.” 

Sacchi said Ukraine, home 
.of Dynamo Kiev, were sure 
to be tougher opponents than 
international novices 
Lithuania. 

“They look a bit wooden 
but they are evolving. If they 
try and attack it will be a 
good game,” he said. 

A knee injury to Juventus 
midfielder Angelo Di Livio 
has forced the coach to 
change his initial line-up. 


Greece 
to ask for 
2008 
.Games 
with no 
contest 

ATHENS (AFP) — 
Greece is to ask the inter- 
national Olympic Commit- 
tee to award Athens the 
2008 Games without going 
through the bidding proce- 
dure. 

Greek Sports Minister 
George Lianis told AFP on 
Thursday that Athens de- 
served the Games because 
of its historical contribution 
to the Olympic movement. 

A similar plea fell on 
deaf ears in 2989 in Tokyo 
when the IOC awarded the 
U.S. city of Atlanta the 
centenary G Junes of 1996. 

However Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papan- 
dreoo told IOC President 
Juan Antonio Samaranch i 
on Thursday that Greece 
would enter the normal, 
bidding procedure if its re- 1 
quest for the 2008 Games i 
to be awarded to the city 
outright was turned down 
by the IOC Executive 
Board at its meeting in 
Nagano, Japan, in Decem- 
ber. 

Athens lost a bitter cam- 
paign for the 1996 Games 
to Atlanta and did not bid 
for the 2000 Games, won 
by Sydney which squeezed 
out Beijing by only two 
votes. 

China has not yet de- 
cided about the 2004 
Games and Olympic 
sources believe it may de- 
cide to wait and bid for 
2008. 

Cape Town is the 
favourite to become the 
first African venue for the 
Olympics in 2004 


Krajicek’s 25 
aces are to 
no avail 

STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Dutchman Richard' Kra- 
jicek's 25 aces were all to 
avail as he was beaten 7-6. 
2-6. 6-3 by unseeded Swede 
Mikael Tillstrom in the 
second round of the Stock- 
holm Open on Thursday. 

Tillstronv whose career 
has been marred by injuries, 
countered the third-seeded 
Krajicek's power with a 
stream of classy lobs, returns 
and passing shots. 

Top seed Jim Courier 
scored a clinical 6-4. 6-3 win 
over Australian Todd Wood- 
bridge while second seed 
Thomas Enqvist of Sweden 
routed Romania's Andrei 
Pavel 6-1. 6-3. 


JOB VACANCY 

An International Company In the Electrical 
Engineering field is seeking a General Manager for 
a service workshop in Aqaba . 

Your responsibility will be to establish and 
manage the service workshop which will include 
maintenance, planning and business development 
Candidates for this position should have the 
following qualifications : 

* Engineering degree. 

* Minimum 5 years experience of Management Re- 
SPflnsiMitY within a manufacturing unit 

* Industry experience within the Electromechanical 
Service Sector ( including maintenance, planning 
and business development). 

* Self-motivated, dynamic, creative, positive and 
ability to lead. 

* Fluency in English. 

* 30 - 40 years old. 

interested candidates should send their 
applications including C.V. and recent photo to the 
following address latest 30th November, 1995 : 

Attn. : Deputy Country Manager 
P.O.BOX 926098 
11110 AMMAN 
JORDAN . 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Inter sign Branco and Caio 

MILAN (R) — Intemazionale stole the spotlight as Italy's 
autumn transfer market dosed on Thursday, signing striker 
Marco Branco from Roma after recruiting another for- 
ward, Caio, from Brazilian dub Sao Paulo. But despite 
reports that the buys would be funded by the sale of Paul 
Ince, there was no indication the unsettled England 
midfielder's departure was imminent. Inter said they had 
signed Branco, who played for Parma last season, a 
two-year contract. The terms were not disclosed but the 
deal included Italy under-21 striker Marco Delvecchio 
moving to Roma on loan for a season. Earlier in the day 
Inter recruited 20-year-old Caio Ribeiro Dedocoussau. No 
further details were available but the daily Gazzetta Dello 
sport quoted a sum of S4.6 million for the deal. In other' 
moves. Swedish international Klas Ingesson joined Italian 
club Bari from English premier league side Sheffield 
Wednesday in a £900.000 (S1.42 million) deal. 

Sri Lanka’s top sprinter banned 

COLOMBO (AP) — Sri Lanka's top sprinter has been 
banned from next month's South Asian Federation Games 
in India for allegedly using performance-enhancing drugs, 
an official said Friday. The Asian Amateur Athletic 
Association ordered Sri Lanka not to field Susanthika 
Jayasinghe. who was heavily favoured to win the 100 
metres and 200 metres sprints, said association secretary 
Rohan Amarasinghe. The International Amateur Athletic 
Federation, the sport’s world governing body, will meet 
next month in Monaco ro discuss banning Jayasinghe from, 
the sport. She is the first Sri Lankan sportsperson to have 
used a banned substance, he said. 

Beijing to host World Cup swimming 

BELTING (AFP) — China will once again host a World 
Cup Swimming tournament nexr year, after having hastily 
pulled out of it last year following a major doping scandal 
surrounding Chinese swimmers, the Beijing event, one leg 
of an eight-part short distance swimming world tour, will 
take place on January 10 and 11 at the complex where the 
1990 Asian Games events were staged, China Daily said 
Friday. China will be fielding its top swimmers at the event, 
providing them with ‘Valuable experience at this important 
pre-Olympic warmup," the daily said. China had staged the 
event in 1993 and 1994 but opted out of it in 1955 just 
weeks after 11 athletes, including seven swimmers tested 
positive for doping during the Hiroshima Asian Games. 

Mancini will stay with Genoese club 

GENOA (AP) — After threatening to leave Italian soccer 
following a animated on-field altercation, national team 
forward Roberto Mancini has agreed to stay with first- 
division dub Sampdoria for the remainder of the season. 
“It’s the best solution. I have strangles with la samp,” the 
30- year-old Mancini said in an interview with the Italian 
television network Raj broadcast Thursday. Mancini was in 
England Thursday with Sampdoria to play exhibition 
matches against Arsenal and Middlesbrough. Arsenal, 
which signed English national team captain David Platt 
from Sampdoria in the off-season, was 'said to be bidding 
,for Mancini. who has been playing with the Genoese team 1 
since 1982. 

Stoichkov donates $1 00,000 

SOFIA (AP) — Bulgarian national team forward Hrisro 
Stoichkov, who plays for Parma of Italy, has donated 
$100,000 to his country's capital city of Sofia, according to 
news reports. Stoichkov made the donation late at a 
fund-raising cocktail party, organised by Vcntzislav Yosi- 
foy, a banker who is running as an independent for mayor 
with the support of the governing socialists. The fond is 
aimed at helpingdevelop Sofia and will be at the disposal of 
the next mayor. Yossifov pledged according to the-daiJy 34 
■Chassa. 

Samaranch rules out Beijing 

ATHENS (AFP) — International Olympic Committee 
President Juan Antonio Samaranch has all but ruled out 
Beijing bidding to hold the 2004 Games. "The news we are 
getting for now is that they are not very optimistic,” said 
Samaranch here Thursday. “I think in the end there will 
only be 10 candidates,” he added. With Beijing out of the 
running Cape Town becomes strong favourite to win the 
2004 Games and become the first African tity to hold the 
Olympics. Bidding against them are Rome. Stockholm, St. 
Petersburg, Istanbul. Seville, Lille. Rio de Janeiro, Buenos 
Aires and San Juan. Cities have until Jan. 10 to confirm 
their bids. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH WRSCH 


BREAK THOSE ‘RULES’ 


Beth vulnerable. West deals. 

NORTH 
a AKQJ5 
093 
064 
AK842 

WEST EAST 

*8 A 87 6 32 

02 3884 

©A88 OQJ109S 

4AQJI0276S * Void 
SOUTH 
A 104 

OAKQJ1075 
O K 72 
*8 

The bidding; 

WSST NORTH EAST SOUTH 

J * 1 * Pub 40 

5* DW P— BO 

Pan Pa m Past 

Opening lead; Ate of* 

Start tnimpinB partner’s aces 
and you I) become the laughing 
■lock of your club. Yet there * no 
disputing that, once in a a blue 

After a competitive auction South 
became declarer at five hearts. 
Although five dubs doubled would 
nave been set two nicks i there’s no 


entry to the East hand to take a- 
diamond finesse}, South cannot be 
seriously criticized for refusing to 
sell put to five clube doubled. 
Indeed, we would hazard a guess 
that die contract would be made 
with an overtrick more often that 
not. 

Suppose West were to lead the 
ace of dubs (best). Moat defenders 
would signal negatively la some 
suit, then expect to ruff away dum- 
my's king of dubs. Unfortunately, 
declarer would overruff, draw 
truupa and claim the rest of the 
trrckg. __ 

If East takes note of the bidding 
and dummy, pie correct defense 
becomes easy to spot. West has- so. 
high cards in spades, and probably - 
none in hearts, and is min ing the 
king of clube as well Therefore, it. is ' 
mare than likely that West haa-an- 
eigbl-card suit for the vulnersUer 
bid of five dubs. 

If South has lbs ace of diamonds,' ' 
Uiere’s no hope for the defense. Ihe . 
first stage in the winning defiravtfkr t> 
to ruff partner's aee of clubs. Is-. 
W«m void in spa dee? Even if Wirt, 
gets a made ruff that won't art the. 
game. The best shot is to try for tWO : 
diamond tricks, ao East must shift 
to the queen of diamonds. Dowt 
one. 



CINEMA TEL 634144 

CINEMA TEL 699238 


PHILADELPHIA 

PLAZA 


Delan Walsh 

Mahmoud Yassin. Hussein Fahmi 
& Rania Yassin.. .in 

a 

5 

& Lora Leeni....in 

Hazelnut’s Shell 

(Arabic) 

CONGO 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 5. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


\JEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 


CONCORD H \" 

Sylvester Stallone, .in 

ASSASSINS 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8:15, 10:30 

C0NC0HD "2” 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

Shows: 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:15 


AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 


MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa" 
in 

Hi Citizen 

dally at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeb 


Nabii & Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 
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China on track for Atlanta 
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BHUiNG (AFP) — With a rougher ami-drug 
programme in place and renewed perform- 
ances from its swimmers and runners. China 
appears to be back on track for next year's 
Atlanta Olympics. 

China's Olympic campaign was launched at 
the Inter-City Games in Nanking at the end of 
October, a multi-sport competition that 
brought together 3.300 athletes from 49 
teams. 

The Chinese hoped the Games would help 
erase the memory of the mediocre results 
achieved by Chinese athletes in 1995. which 
■were blemished hv positive dope tests, and 
help it present a clean image in Atlanta. 

China's image has been badly tarnished b\ 
drug scandals, particularly the 11 athletes, 
including seven world-class swimmers, who 
failed tests at last year's Asian Games in 
Japan. 

In August, the National People's Congress 
unanimously adopted a law chat ordered 
additional testing during and outside competi- 
tion and provided tougher punishments fur 
failed tests. 

China carried out more ihan 30(1 random 
tests for the first time at the Inter-City 
Games. Tests had previously only been car- 
ried out on winners. Results'wiH be available 
at the end of November. 

Sports authorities also announced in Nanj- 
ing that nil members of a team would he 
banned for a year if two individual team 
members tested positive. 

The ban would be extended to 1991 if four 
athletes from the same club were caught using 


banned drugs, 

Swimming and athletics were the particular 
targets of The new policies. 

Chinese female swimmers shone at the 1994 
World Championships, winning 12 of Iri titles 
and setting five world records, hut the positive 
tests at the Asian Games threw- the sport into 
turmoil. 

Only a tew' Chinese swimmers were allowed 
to compete abroad in 1995. leaving uncertain- 
ties about China's Olympic prospects. 

But the respectable times turned in by 
Chinese female swimmers at the Inter-City 
Games brought back memories of the world 
championships. 

"After a year of silence. China can finally 
see light again." said national team director 
Lin Senlin. 

That opinion was shared by women's coach 
Chen Yunpcng. who said world champions Le 
Jingyi. He Cihong. Liu Limin and China's 
other top female swimmers will show up in 
Atlanta ready to perform. 

Chinese athletics also underwent a resur- 
rection in Nanjing after a mediocre 1995 
season, including a disastrous showing at last 
summer's world championships. 

Wang Junxia. world- record holder in the 
3 .OUU and HMXXJ metres, reconciled with her 
former coach. Ma Junrcn. who will train his 
talented band of runners on the high plateaus 
of Yunnan province this wii.ter. 

Ma also launched a new group of young and 
talented runners in Nanjing, including Jiang 
Bo who beat Wang in the 5.000 metres. 


r Graf on track with Philadelphia win 


PHILADELPHIA (R) — 
After surviving a close call tn 
her opening match, top seed 
Steffi Graf appears to have 
regained her form with an 
easy quarter-final victory 
over unseeded American 
Meredith McGrath at the 
Advanta Championships on 
Thursday. 

The world number one 
needed less than an hour to 
breeze to a 6-3. 6-2 win that 
put her into Saturday's semi- 
finals. 

The German star, who has 


claimed three Grand Slam 
titles this year despite strug- 
gling through injuries and 
personal problems, never 
faced a break point against 
McGrath, who had upset 
eight seed Chanda Rubin in 
the second round. 

"It was a very different 
match than the other day." 
said Graf, who pulled out a 
2-6. 6-4. 6-2 second-round 
win over American Amy Fra- 
zier Tuesday after a first- 
round bye. 


•■I’ve really had a long 
break this year while every- 
one else has been playing." 
said Graf, who came to Phi- 
ladelphia having played just 
one match since her U.S- 
Opcn victory in early 
September. 

*Tm used to having a lot of 
preparation for a tourna- 
ment. I'm not used to long 
breaks." she continued. "1 
need to feel in shape and 
ready. I've been missing that 
all year long." 


Just another testy night with 
replacement NBA refs 



NEW YORKfR) — It was just 
another night with minor- 
league referees in a major- 
league game — frustrating, 
testy, but no worse than 
many another this young 
NBA season. 

“We need to get our refs 
back,” said the Indiana Pac- ' 
ers* well-travelled vetettan, 
•tEddie Johnson, at 36 the 
oldest player on the court in 
Thursday’s game with the 
New York Knicks. 

"Everybody’s arguing ev- 
ery call. That doesn't happen 
with the regular referees.’ 1 

After all the shouting war 
over, the injury-depleted 
Pacers said their 103-95 loss 
to the Kxiicks was not the 
fault of the replacement re- 
ferees, but they weren’t hap- 
py about the situation. 

The National Basketball 
Association locked out the 
union refs in a dispute over 
pay levels as they try to 
negotiate a new contract. 

“It’s frustrating to have 
officials coming oft of super- 
market jobs and refereeing 
our games,” said Indiana- 
sharpshooter Reggie Miller. 

The first play of the game 
set the tone. New York cen- 
tre Patrick Ewing was 
bumped while shooting but . 
got no foul, then was called 
out of bounds while hopping 
in to retrieve the loose ball. 
Ewing gave a disbelieving 
stare at the ref, then drop- 
. tossed the ball not quite to 
£him. 

r Plenty more such incidents 
followed. 

Flayers from both sides — 
especially such notable tal- 
kers as John Starks and 
Anthony Mason of the 
Knicks and Miller of the Pac- 
ers — took turns explaining 
I to the refs, with varying de- 
grees of heat, bow the game 
should be officiated. The In- 
diana bendi was also up and 


screaming frequently. 

There was plenty to criti- 
que. 

A three-second violation 
became a foul and then a 
three-second violation again. 
In the final minute, both re- 
ferees had to admit they did 
dot see ah '" out-of-bounds' 
play. 

The biggest blowup was 
Indiana coach Larry 
Brown's. 

With just under five mi- 
nutes left in the game. 
Brown, on the court and 
arguing furiously over a foul 
call, received two technical 
fouls and was ejected. 

He refused to leave, and 
referee Drakeford appeared 
to be losing his temper, too. 
"The referee was a little per- 
turbed with the situation,” 
Johnson said dryly. 

Brown was dragged away 
from the ref and off the 
court. “We made sure Larry 
didn’t touch him,” Indiana 
assistant coach Gar Heard 
said. 

Brown then produced the 
basketball and took a long, 
hook shot from out of bounds 
that for a moment looked like 
it might go in. Who knows, 
these refs might have counted 
it. 

“Well, the hook shot 
humoured me,” said Knicks 
coach Don Nelson. "I once 
got ejected and drop-kicked a 
ball into the second balcony, 
so I know the feeling. The 
book shot did me one better, 
be almost made it. I had to 


chuckle on that one.” 

Compounding the problem 
is that only two referees are 
being used, not the normal 
three. 

“If they had three of them 
it would be better,", said 
Johnson. “Eveir “with -our' 
won referees, two is tough.” 

If the Pacers would not 
blame their loss on the re- 
placement refs, the turning 
point in the Knicks' only loss 
this season, to the visiting 
Phoenix Suns Tuesday, was 
when Mason was ejected by 
officials struggling to main- 
tain respect and control. 

Thursday’s game saw no 
outright fighting, but other 
games have seen some ugly 
incidents, and Johnson says 
the NBA bad better reach a 
settlement with the onion refs 
soon. 

“1 think the league ought to 
look at how frustrated every- 
body’s getting,” said John- 
son. “An explosion is going 
to happen.” 

"We need the real refe,” 
said Pacers point guard Mark 
Jackson. “There were bad 
calls, sometimes they didn't 
even know what to call. It’s 
hurting the game and I don’t 
know if the best team will win 
each night.” 

But Miller took a more 
philsophical slant, noting that 
at least it is early in the 
season when there’s less at 
stake. “Both teams have to 
put up with this," said Miller. 
"It’s going on all over the 
league and it’s better to get it 
over with in November.” 


NBA RESULTS 


Chicago 
New York 
Dallas 
Atlanta 


106 

Cleveland 

88- 

103 

liullaiia 

95 

104 

Milwaukee 

94 

125 

Golden State 

121 


Rosset 
advances to 
Moscow 
quarters 

MOSCOW (AP) — Marc 
Rosset. bidding for his third 
Kremlin Cup title in four 
years, breezed into the quar- 
terfinals Thursday with a 6-4, 
6-3 win over unseeded Jan 
Kroslak. 

The 2.0l-meire (b-foot-7) 
Swiss player used his big 
serve and power game to 
dispose of the Slovak easily. 
Ranked 1 1th in the world and 
the No. 3 seed in the $1,125 
million ATP tournament, 
Rosset faces a clear path to 
Sunday's final as the only 
remaining seed in his half of 
the draw. 

Rosset showed no ill 
effects of a late night at a 
Moscow discotheque two 
nights earlier. He said he 
stayed out until 2 a.m. after 
his first-round victory Tues- 
day to celebrate his 26th 
birthday with Russian star 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, the 
tournament's top seed. 

The Swiss will not face 
Scott Draper, a fast-rising, 
young Australian who defe- 
ated Karol Kuccra of Slova- 
kia. 6-1. 7-6 (7-3). 

In another second-round 
match, Shuzo Matsuoka of 
Japan, who stunned No 2 seed 
Goran Ivanisevic in the open- 
ing round, was eliminated by 
Carl Uwc-Steeb of Germany, 
6-2. 6-7 (7-4), 6-3. 

Andrei Olhovskiy, Kafel- 
nikov's Davis Cup doubles 
partner, outlasted Marc 
Gocllner of Germany, 6-4, 
6-7 (10-8), 7-6 (7-5). 

The tournament is being 
played in Moscow's indoor 
Olympic stadium, site of the 
Davis Cup final between 
Russia and the United States. 


Agassi pulls out of ATP 
Tour World Championship 


PONTE VERA BEACH. 
Florida (R) — Andre Agassi 
recently deposed as the 
world's top-ranked tennis 
player, has pulled out of the 
season-ending ATP Tour 
World Championship in 
Frankfurt with an injury. 
ATP officials announced on 
Thursday. 

Agassi is suffering from a 
pectoral muscle strain he sus- 
tained during the Davis Cup 
semifinals against Sweden in 
Las Vegas in September. 

He reinjured the chest 
muscle in a tournament in 
Essen. Germany and with- 
drew from the Paris Open 
two weeks ago in an attempt 
to heal ion time for next 
week's season finale. 

He informed ATP Tour 
officials Thursday that he 
would be unable to compete. 

“There has not been ample 
time for my recovery,” Agas- 
si said in a statement released 
by the ATP Tour. 

The withdrawal of the 
second-ranked Agassi shat- 
ters the excitement of a 
three-way race with current 
number one Pete Sampras 
and third-ranked Austrian 
Thomas Muster to end 1995 
us world number one. 

"I’m obviously very dis- 
appointed as one' of mv goals 
was to finish the year at 
number one." said Agassi, 
the Australian Open cham- 
pion. 

Agassi took over the top 
ranking from Sampras on 
April 10 and held it until the 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
champion reclaimed it Mon- 
day after winning a title in 
Bercy, France. 
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Andre Agassi 



Patrick Ewing of the New York Knicks Mocks a shot by an opponent as the Kn i cks Hubert 
Davis (left) looks on (Reuters photo) 


Nomo is NL Rookie 
of the Year 

NEW YORK (R) — Japanese pitching sensation Hideo 
Nomo of the Los Angeles Dodgers, who led the National 
League in strikeouts, won the 1995 National League 
Rookie of the Year Award on Thursday. 

Nomo. who.jo>ned the Dodgers this season after starring 
for five years iQ the Japanese League, received 18 first 
place votes and 118 total points in balloting by a 28- 
member panel of the Baseball Writers Association of 
America. 

Atlanta Braves third baseman Chipper Jones finished 
second in the voting, collecting the other 10 first place votes 
and 104 points. Nomo also had nine second place votes and 
one third place vote and Jones received 18 second place 
votes. 

Nomo. who started the All-Star game for the National 
League and became a sensation back home for his stellar 
play in the United States, is the fourth consecutive member 
of the Dodgers to be named N.L. Rookie of the Year. 

He follows Eric Karros (1992), Mi'ce Piazza (1993) and 
Raul Mondesi (1994). The Dodgers also had four consecu- 
tive winners from 1979 through 1980 when Rick Stutcliffe, 
Steve Howe. Fernando Valenzuela and Steve Sax earned 
top rookie honours. 

Nomo's selection gives the Dodgers 15 Rokkie of the \ 
Year awards — more than twice any other dub — since I 
Jackie Robinson of Brooklyn won the first one in 1947. 

The performance of the 26-year-old Nomo was one of big , 
stories of the 1995 season as he confounded Major League 
batters with his unorthodox pitching style. 

Nomo posted a 13-6 record with a league-best 236 
strikeouts and an earned run aver&ge of 2.54 — second best 
in the league. 

The right-hander also surrendered just 124 hits in 191 
innings for a legue-best .182 opponents batting average. 

There had been some debate as to whether Nomo should 
be considered for the rookie honour after five years of 
playing professionally with Kintetsu of the Japanese 
League. But he was deemed eligible under the rules of the 
award. 

Jones, who was a key figure in Atlanta's World's SEries 
victory, was eligible because he missed the entire 1994 
season with major knee surgery. Jones batted .265 with 23 
home runs and 86 RBI this reason. 

Florida Marlins second baseman Quilvio Veras, who 
batted .261 and led the league in stolen bases with 56. 
received one second place vote and 11 third place votes to 
finish a distant third in the balloting with 14 points. 

New York Mels pitcher Jason Isringhausen. St. Louis 
first baseman-outfielder John Mabry and Montreal pitcher 
Carlos Perez tied for fourth with four points each. 

Minnesota Twins outfielder Mdtty Crodova narrowly 
edged California Angels outfielder Garret Anderson 
Wednesday for the 1995 American League Rookie of the 
Year award. 












JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER II, Mjj 


Arafat visits Rabin 
home in Tel Aviv 
to pay his respects 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Yasser Arafat, a figure stiff 
distrusted by most Israelis, 
has paid a first visit to the 
heart of Israel as Palestinian 
leader to convey his condo- 
lences to slain Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's widow. 

On Friday, Israelis woke 
up to find Mr. Arafat without 
his traditional head-dress 
shown on the front page of 
newspapers alongside Leah 
Rabin, drinking coffee 
against a background of flow- 
ers. 

The Palestinian leader, res- 
tricted to watching Mr. 
Rabin's funeral on Televi- 
sion. hailed his late peace 
partner as "a courageous 
man" after being ferried in by 
helicopter Thursday night for 
his first visit to the Jewish 
state since 1967. 

“The guy is sitting without 
the keffiyeh, the symbol of 
struggle." noted government 
spokesman Uri Dromi. “He's 
a just a regular guy without 
too much hair on his head, 
paying condolences. 

“In Israel, nobody can re- 
main indifferent to that." he 
told AFP. 

“I think Israelis will take 
this visit as a most human 
gesture ... the whole event 
reminded us we are all hu- 
man beings ... although even 
Yitzhak Rabin had mixed 
feelings about Arafat." 

The veteran Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
leader informed reporters on 
his return to the Gaza Strip 
that he flew in to Israel 
aboard a helicopter to speak 
with the widow in her home 
near Tel Aviv. 

It was his first visit to the 
Jewish state since 1967, when 
he slipped secretly into Israel 
to organise cells for his Fateh 
faction. 


“It is our duty, because 
you know during the funeral I 
hadn't the ability to partici- 
pate for security matters.” 
Mr. Arafat said after return- 
ing to Gaza. 

Israeli officials had asked 
Mr. Arafat to stay away from 
Mr. Rabin's funeral in Jeru- 
salem on Monday, saying 
they feared for his safety. 

An aide said Mr. Arafat 
spent 90 minutes in the Rabin 
home. 

“I told Mrs. Rabin that we 
have lost a courageous man, 
with whom we concluded the 
peace of the brave. He was 
our partner." Mr. Arafat 
said. 

A source close to Leah 
Rabin said she had zoid Mr. 
Arafat her husband had cons- 
idered him “a real partner on 
whom we could count for the 
continuation of the peace 
process.” 

Despite the watershed 
PLO- Israeli agreement on 
Palestinian autonomy signed 
in 1993, Mr. Arafat has never 
been invited to Israel. The 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity he heads was represented 
at Mr. Rabin's funeral by 
four ministers. 

Mr. Arafat was accompa- 
nied to Ramat Aviv by 
Ahmad Oouriea, his eco- 
nomy minister, and 
Mahmoud Abbas of the PLO 
Executive Committee. 

The visit was arranged in 
Israel by Yossi Guinossar, a 
former official in the coun- 
try's domestic intelligence 
agency Shin Bet. according to 
Israeli radio. 

The trip was shrouded in 
secrecy and took place under 
heavy security. It was only 
revealed to the press once it 
had been successfully carried 
out. 


Croatia troops reportedly 
move to Eastern Slavonia 


ZAGREB (AFP) — Some 
350 elite Croatian troops 
have advanced to the edge of 
a buffer zone in eastern Sla- 
vonia separating them from 
secessonist Serb forces, step- 
ping up pressure on the last 
Serb-held area in the coun- 
try, a U.N. source said Fri- 
day. 

“It's a small build-up, not 
very large in size." said the 
source who spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 

He said the soldiers are 
part of the Croatian army's 
Zagreb-based "Tiger Bri- 
gade" and had brought in 
?heavy artillery and pontoon 
.bridges. Two rivers cut 
-through Eastern Slavonia 
which was captured by the 
Serbs in 1991. 

“It’s a message to the Serbs 
to pur pressure on them." he 
said. 

Earlier, another U.N. 
source reported a buildup of 
troops in recent days in Vink- 
ovci and Nustar on the edge 
of the Serb-held areas. 

The source said the move- 
ment did not constitute an 
offensive and that no fighting 
had been detected. 

A spokesman for the Croa- 
tian Defence Ministry did not 
confirm the troop movement 
but said the Croatian army 
had the right to deploy 
“where it wants. Croatia is a 
free country." 

U.N. spokesman Douglas 
Coffman, stationed at Erdut 
in the Serb-heJd sector, said 
no troop movement was re- 
ported Friday. 

"There is always some 
level of tension but it's re- 
latively quiet or calm." he 


said. “We have noticed no 
further deployment to the re- 
gion from the Croatian side." 

He added that no troop 
movement had been detected 
on the Serb side except for 
some “defensive measure... 
like laying more mines." 

The Serb commander in 
the region said in a communi- 
que that “the enemy was 
.escalating its propaganda 
campaign as part of plans for 
an attack on Eastern Slavo- 
nia." 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman on several occa- 
sions has threatened to re- 
take Eastern Slavonia by 
force if the Serbs do not 
agree by Nov. 30. the date on 
which a United Nations man- 
date in Croatia expires, to 
return under Zagreb’s con- 
trol. 

Mr. Tudjman returned to 
the United States Wednesday 
to rejoin peace talks on for- 
mer Yugoslavia with Presi- 
dents Milosevic of Serbia and 
Alija Izetbegoric of Bosnia. 

The Croatians and rebel 
Serbs agreed early last month 
an accord in principle on the 
reintegration of Eastern Sla- 
vonia into Croatia but subse- 
quent negotiations conducted 
by U.N. mediator Thorvald 
Stolten berg and U.S. Ambas- 
sador Peter Galbraith have 
yielded little concrete prog- 
ress. __ 

Mr. Tudjman and Mr. 
Milosevic earlier this month 
agreed at the Dayton talks to 
work personalty "for a peace- 
ful solution to the dispute 
over the region but so far the 
rebel Serbs have shown little 
inclination to leave. 


Egyptian militants claim 
another attack on train 


CAIRO (AFP) — The main 
Egyptian militant group 
Gamaa A1 Islamiyah claimed 
on Friday a second attack 
against a train in southern 
Egypt, which injured three 
persons, including two tour- 
ists. 

“A day after the Luxor 
operation, the mujahedeen 
have made a second attack 
against a train carrying tour- 
ists... injuring at least two 
European tourists." accord- 
ing to a statement received by 
a Western news agency in 
Cairo. 

On Wednesday, the - 
Gamaa said it ambushed a 
train travelling Tuesday from 
Luxor to Cairo, wounding 1 1 
Egyptians, and describedTi as 
a "tourist target." ft was the 
first such operation since 
April. 

In the second attack on a 
train in the same region, 
which occurred on Wednes- 
day. two foreign tourists — a 
French woman and a Dutch 


man — along with an Egyp- 
tian were lightly wounded'by 
flying glass. 

Gamaa threatened on 
Thursday to kill foreign tour- 
ists as it claimed the first 
attack on a train in six 
months. 

Even as police announced 
new security measures to pro- 
tect tourists, the attacks sent 
a shudder through the tourist 
industry, which was looking 
forward to a bumper season 
after three years of miserable 
business caused by militant 
violence. 

In the typed statement, ti- 
tled “Tourists, leave Egypt." 
the Gamaa reaffirmed Friday 
its call for all holidaymakers 
"to leave the country to save 
their souls." 

These attacks “prove the 
failure of the criminal opera- 
tions led by the Egyptian 
regime against the mujahe- 
deen (fighters) in favour of 
the creation of Islamic state 
in Egypt," 



Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (left), on his first visit to Israel as leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation, pays a condolence visit to Leah Rabin, widow of 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in Tel Aviv late Thursday. In the centre is Yossi 
Gino5sar, a former official of the Israeli security sendee. Shin Bet, who arranged the 
visit (AFP photo) 


Support for Netanyahu 
drops after Rabin death 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
popularity of Likud opposi- 
tion leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu has taken a nose- 
dive in the polls after the 
mnrder of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin by a Jewish fana- 
tic, a survey showed friday. 

But Likud was swift to 
dismiss the poll, saying it was 
a sympathy vote for the rul- 
ing Labour Party following 
the loss of their leader, and 
support would pick up in the 
coming months. 

According to the poll pub- 
lished in the Yediot Ahar- 
onot newspaper, 54 per cent 
would vote for acting Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres of the 
ruling Labour Party against 
23 per cent for Mr. Netany- 
ahu. 

Previously Mr. Rabin and 
Mr. Netanyahu had been 
running neck-and-neck. 

Israelis are to directly elect 
their prime minister for the 
first time in next November's 
general elections, and Mr. 
Peres has so far avoided 
going to the country early 
following the assasination. 

Despite the setback for 
Mr. Netanyahu, the poll by 
the independent Modiin insti- 
tute showed Labour would 
still fall short of a parliamen- 
tary majority if elections 
were held now. 

It would win only 60 out of 
120 seats, with Likud and the 


far-right gaining 38, rhe reli- 
gious groups 15, and the 
centre-left seven. 

It was the first such poll 
since Mr. Rabin's assassina- 
tion at a Tel Aviv peace rally 
last Saturday, and showed 
Mr. Netanyahu's support had 
fallen in the polls by 18 per 
cent compared with a similar 
survey by the same institute 
in August. 

But leading Likud member 
Eliahu Ben Elissar told AFP: 
“The poll was carried out 
only two days after the mur- 
der. It is natural that it would 
show more votes going to 
Labour, obviously at the ex- 
pense of the main opposition 

Te said he did not think 
the assassination would have 
a long-term effect on Likud's 
chances at the polls. 

“I have no doubt what- 
soever that things will again 
be judged according to their 
merit. 

“This is some kind of sym- 
pathy towards Rabin's party, 
and is quite natural.” 

The left has accused the 
right, notably Mr. Netany- 
ahu, of inciting murder with 
its violent attacks on Mr. 
Rabin's peace policies. 

Mr. Rabin’s widow Leah 
bitterly accused Mr. Netany- 
ahu of feeding the dimate of 
hate which led to her hus- 
band's death. 


French nun shot dead, 
another hurt in Algeria 


PARIS (R) — A French nun 
was shot and killed and a 
second was seriously wound- 
ed and in a coma in Algiers 
on Friday. Algerian security 
forces said. 

They said two gunmen kil- 
led Odette Helene Prevaut. 
63. and wounded Chantal 
Marie-Ode tte Galichi. 53. as 
they were leaving their home 
at the Kouba district of the 
capita] around 0850 local 
time (0750 GMT). 

tk 

The Algerian security 
forces, in a statement carried 
by the Algerian news agency 
APS. said sister Galichi was 
transported to rhe military 
hospital of ‘Ain Naadja. 

A spokeswoman for the 
French Bishops' Conference 
in Paris said the attack took 
place as the two nuns took a 
walk through the hilly Kouba 
district. 

The nuns belonged to the 
Order of the Little Sisters of 
the Sacred Heart. 

The order was founded 
early this century by Charles- 
Eugene de Foucauld. a for- 
mer army officer who became 
a missionary and was himself 
assassinated by Algerian re- 
bels in his Sahara desert re-’ 
treat near Tamanrasset in 
1916. 

The nun's killing took to 30 
the number of French nation- 


als murdered in Algeria by 
suspected Muslim fun- 
damentalists since the can- 
cellation of 1992 elections 
that the Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) was poised to 
win. 

The French foreign minis- 
try said it was "deeply shock- 
ed and stunned by this inde- 
scribable and barbarous act" 
and condemned those re- 
sponsible. 

“We note that the security 
of French people in Algeria is 
the responsibility of the Alge- 
rian authorities."" spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt told 
reporters at a ministry brief- 
ing. 

Mr. Rummelhardt also re- 
newed appeals to French 
citizens residing in Algeria to 
return to France if possible 
and told its citizens residing 
elsewhere to stay away from 
Algiers. 

Officials later said private- 
ly they intended the latter 
warning for French journal- 
ists contemplating travelling 
to Algiers to cover the Nov. 
16 presidential elections, 
saying their safety could not 
be assured. 

The ministry said the 
French ambassador in Alger- 
ia would promptly open an 
investigation to try to deter- 
mine who was responsible for 
the attack on the two nuns. 


Family squabble behind 
bomb hoax on RJ flight 


Arsenal at home shocks 
Rabin assassin’s mother 


TEL AVIV (Rj — The weep- 
ing mother of Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
assassin s aid on Thursday she 
and her husband were shock- 
ed when police discovered 
enough explosives in their 
attic to blow the house sky- 
high. 

“Shlomo and I stood there 
stunned, simply in shock. 
When I went upstairs... I 
asked (police) ‘what are 
those bars of soap?* when 
they explained it to me, it 
took me perhaps an hour or 
two to digest what he left up 
there." Geula Amir said. 

Police said they seized 
enough weapons and explo- 
sives in confessed assassin 
Yigal Amir's family home in 


the north Tel Aviv suburb of 
Herzliya "to make any terror 
group proud." 

His parents gave an inter- 
view to Israel Television in 
which Mis. Amir said that 
“only God knows" why her 
son ’ ignored the religious 
family's teachings of toler- 
ance and murdered Mr. 
Rabin on Saturday at a peace 
rally in Tel Aviv. 

Husband Shlomo Amir, a 
Bible scribe, said he asked 
police searching their home 
what damage the explosives 
found under its re-tiled roof 

Mid have caused. 

""“If there had been any sort 
of fire, the entire house could 
have been blown sky-high,", 
he said they answered. 


Jordanian 
sues U.S. 
over blast 
detention 

OKLAHOMA CITY (R) — 
The American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU) said on 
Thursday it is suing the U.S. 
government for SI . 9 million 
on behalf of an American 
citizen of Jordanian descent 
who was wrongly detained as 
a suspect in Lhe Oklahoma 
City bombing. 

Immediately after the 
deadly April 19 bombing of 
the federal building, which 
claimed 168 lives, federal in- 
vestigators focused on sus- 
pects of Middle Eastern ori- 
gin. 

Those early suspicions 
proved wrong and two Amer- 
icans — Timothy McVeigh 
and Terry Nichols — have 
been charged with the attack. 
But on the day of the bomb- 
ing. federal officials detained 
Ibrahim Ahmad, a 32-year- 
old computer technician, who 
was scheduled to fly from 
Oklahoma city to Chicago 
and Rome before visiting re- 
latives in Jordan. 

In Chicago, Mr. Ahmad, a 
U.S. citizen and resident of 
Oklahoma Q'ty for 13 years, 
was questioned by federal 
officials before he was 
allowed to leave the United 
States. In London, after offi- 
cials searched his luggage and 
found electronic devices in- 
cluding a video recorder and 
stereo equipment, he was 
again questioned, handcuffed 
and escorted back to the Un- 
ited States. 

Authorities at the time said 
Mr. Ahmad was cooperating 
with the investigation and 
willingly returned to clear his 
name. 

Federal officials ques- 
tioned him again in Virginia 
and Oklahoma City, the 
ACLU noted. 

“My detention and mis- 
treatment by federal author- 
ities in Chicago. London, 
Virginia and Oklahoma Gty 
did not just humiliate me and 
traumatise my family, but the 
entire Arab and Muslim- 
American community as 
well." Mr. Ahmad said on 
Thursday at a news confer- 
ence outside Oklahoma Ci- 
ty's federal courthouse. 


By Lima Nabil 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ) airliner made an 
emergency landing on Thurs- 
day at Iceland's Keflavik air- 
port after receiving a bomb 
■threat and proceeded to Chi- 
cago after a search found no 
bomb aboard the- plane. 

The Lockheed Tristar was 
en route from Amsterdam to 
Chicago with 324 passengers 
on board when the bomb 
hoax was made. More than 
200 rescue workers were at 
Keflavik airport when the 
plane landed at 18.25 GMT. 

The passengers were 
evacuated immediately and 
taken to the airport terminal. 
Bomb disposal experts sear- 
ched the plane, but no suspi- 
cious objects were found. 

Asked to comment on the 
incident. RJ's Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer for Public 
Relations Munib Touqan said 
the investigation found that 
an American woman of 
Jordanian origin who wanted 
to delay the arrival of her 
mother-in-law in Chicago 
gave the false information. 


The woman who gave her 
name and phone number said 
that her mother-in-law was 
carrying a bomb. Mr. Touqan 
said. Subsequently the 
woman apologised to the 
U.S. police, saying that she 
ignored international laws on 
aviation and added that she 
did not think that the false 
information would be taken 
seriously. 

She also said that she did 
not know the extent of suffer- 
ing and financial losses incur- 
red as a result 'of the false 
information. Mr. Touqan 
said. 

In a telephone interview, 
one of the passengers, Munir 
Fakhouri, said significant 
number of the passengers 
were children and that no one 
was hurt during the emergen- 
cy landing at Keflavik. Mr. 
Fakhouri praised the Icelan- 
dic authorities for the good 
treatment they offered to the 
passengers at Keflavik air- 
port. 

International news agen- 
cies Thursday said the Icelan- 
dic authorities detained one 
man and two women for 
questioning. 


Jordan in touch with Iraq 
and Israel over detainees 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The gov- 
ernment is holding talks with 
Iraq and Israel to secure the 
release of Jordanians in Iraqi 
and Israeli jails, an official 
source said Friday. 

The source told the Jordan 
Times that the government 
“expects to conclude discus- 
sions with Israel on this issue 
very soon.” 

Reports from Israel say 
that around 40 Jordanians are 
being detained in brae) after 
they infiltrated the borders 
with the West Bank in the 
last decade. 

The official source said 
that Iraq recently provided 
Jocdan with a list or 57 pris- 
oners jailed in the notorious 
Abu Gharib prison. 

“We believe that 21 were 
released in the last pardon" 
decreed by President Saddam 


Hussein in the summer. 

The source said, however, 
that the Ministry of Interior 
estimates that “over 700 
Jordanians are in Iraqi jails." 

"This (number) is not a 
signal of worsening relations 
(with Iraq),*' the source said. 
“The Iraqis have never 
cooperated in giving informa- 
tion on prisoners" in Iraqi 
jails. 

A recent report in the Al 
Ra’i daily quoted the 
Nazareth-based Friends of 
the Prisoner Society as saying 
that 40 Jordanians were held 
in two Israeli jails in “very 
bad and harsh conditions." 

The society said most of 
the Jordanian prisoners were 
held at Ashkelon prison and 
the rest at Atleet and that 
they are not allowed to mix 
with Palestinian inmates. 


Dane renews NATO bid 
after Lubbers quits race 


PARIS (AFP) — Former 
Danish Foreign Minister Uffe 
Etlemann-Jensen is to visit 
Paris Monday, for talks 
which could be crucial in the 
race for NATO chief as the 
only other candidate. ex- 
Dutch Premier Ruud Lub- 
bers. has withdrawn. 

Mr. Ellcmann-Jensen, 
whose visit was scheduled be- 
fore Mr. Lubbers announced 
Friday that he was pulling 
our. is expected to press his 
candidacy for NATO 
secretary-general with 
French leaders who until now 
have clcarjy opposed him. 

Until Friday. Mr. Lubbers 
was the dear favourite for the 
job. His withdrawal due to 
U.S. opposition leaves 
Ellcmann-Jensen as the most 
serious alternative. 

Paris has until now made it 
dear it opposes the Dane's 
candidacy for three reasons: 
in particular it believes the 


new NATO head should 
come from a member of the 
Western European Union, 
which Denmark does not. 

It has also stressed the 
need for whoever takes over 
the alliance to have fluent 
French, which Mr. Ellemann- 
Jensen does not. Paris is also 
believed to be infuriated by 
Denmark's high-profile cam- 
paign to French nuclear tests. 

Foreign ministry spokes- 
man Jacques Rumm elhardt 
confirmed Friday that Mr. 
Ellemann-Jensen will hold 
talks with Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette on Mon- 
day. 

He said the Dane “had 
asked to be received," 
adding: “It is courteous to 
receive him. “Speaking 
shortly before the announce- 
ment in the Hague of Mr. 
Lubbers' withdrawal, he said 
the Dutchman appeared to 
be “a very good candidate." 


Arab-Americans lobby Clinton 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
President Bill Clinton told a 
private meeting of Arab 
Americans he is interested in 
getting humanitarian aid to 
Iraqi civilians if it would not 
help the government of Sad- 
dam Hussein. 

Another condition would 
be that private humanitarian 
aid to shortage-plagued Iraq 
not undermine compliance 
with U.N. Security Couincil 
embargo resolutions, said 
James Zogby. reporting on 
an hour-long White House 
meeting late Thursday. 

Dr. Zogby. president of 
the Arab American Institute, 
said in an interview a score of 
prominent Arab Americans 
raised their concerns with 
Mr. Clinton, Vice-President 
Al Gore and administration 
aides. The delegation included 
Wilkes Barre. Pennsylvania, 
Mayor Lee Namey, broad- 
caster Casey Kasem and for- 
mer Representrjve Mary 
Rose Oakar of Ohio. 

The While House talks 
highlighted a three-day lead- 
ership conference that Dr. 
Zogby said marks a milestone 
in the growth of Arab- 
Amcrican poiitial influence 
and empowerment promoted 
by the non-profit, bipartisan 
institute he founded 10 years 
ago. 

The White House did not 
comment on Thursday's 
meeting, which appeared on 
Mr. Ginton's public appoint- 
ment schedule, except to de- 


scribe it as private. 

During the meeting Mr. 
Ginton also reaffirmed his 
commitment to implementa- 
tion of the peace process and 
its timetable for Israeli Hoop 
withdrawals, Dr. Zogby said. 

The delegation voiced con- 
cern to Mr. Clinton about 
investor uncertainty gener- 
ated by the possibility that 
Israel at some point might 
again close access to the West 
Bank, he added. 

Dr. Zogby quoted Mr. 
Ginton as being willing "to 
take another look' 1 at ending 
the ban on U.S. travel to 
Lebanon, where many Arab 
American families origin- 
ated. 

On U.S. domestic issues. 
Mr. Ginton shared the de- 
legation's concern that wel- 
fare reform not penalise “de- 
fenceless groups" such as leg- 
al immigrants, Dr.. Zogby 
said. The president also 
heard delegates criticise 
negative stereotypes and rhe- 
toric occasionally levelled 
against Arab Americans, Dr. 
Zogby said. 

During the day, Mr. Gore, 
Secretary of Commerce Ron 
Brown, Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna 
Shalaia. Democratic National 
Committee Chair Don Fow- 
ler and 20 members of Con- 
gress of both parties addres- 
sed or greeted more than 100 
delegates attending the con- 
ference from across the Un- 
ited States. 


for the 1996 Republican pres- 
idential nomination, was 
scheduled to appear Friday, 
followed by a forum on next 
year’s election. 

Many Arab American de- 
legates applauded speeches 
by Mr. Brown and lawmakers 
praising the Arab-Zsraeli 
peace process and the parti- 
cipation of Arab government 
leaders in Jerusalem at the 
funeral of assassinated Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin. 

They also applauded the 
House of Representatives 
number two Democrat, Rep- 
resentation David E. Booior 
of Michigan, who opposed as 
“a bad idea" Republican- 
sponsored legislation aimed 
at forcing the U.S. embassy 
to move from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem before final settle- 
ment of Jerusalem’s status. 

Ms. Shalaia, the first Arab 
American member of presi- 
dent's cabinet, earlier attack- 
ed Republican-led efforts to 
transfer spending authority 
from federal to state govern- 
ments. 

She suggested that decen- 
tralisation would undermine 
me principle that in America 
no semor citizen should be 
without health care, no child 
goes hungry.” 

A large majority of the 
•stimated 2.5 million Arab 
Amen cans arc Christian. Dr 
Zogby said, while the Arab 



k • WorW a whole is predomr- 

Pat Buchanan, a candidate ?nantly Muslim. 


Chilean soprano 
suspected of 
murder, attempting 
suicide 


BERLIN (AP) — Chilean 
soprano Gabriela Leh- 
mann, found wandering the 
streets with slashed wrists 
after allegedly stabbing to 
death her landlady last 
month, remains unable to 
submit to interrogation,, a 
diplomat said. Ms. Leh- 
mann, 39, was studying 
German on a fellowship at 
the Goethe Institute and 
bad rented a room several 
months ago from Elisabeth 
Werner, 51. According to 
newspaper reports, the two 
had bitter disputes lately. 
Ms. Werner, a social work- 
er, was found dead in her 
apartment in west Berlin’s 
Tempelbof district on the 
night of Oct 25 after col- 
leagues reported she had 
not come to work. Police 
immediately began search-' 
ing for Ms. Lehmann and 
gave her picture to the- 
news media. Passersby 
found the Chilean, whose 
credits include perfor- 
mances at the National - 
Theatre in Santiago, in the 
early morning hours of 
Oct. 26 in a neighbouring 
'district. She was disorient- 
ed, had no identification 
and had deep cuts on her 
wrists. Ms. Lehmann was 
taken to a hospital, where 
staff recognised her from 
newspaper photographs 
and called police. ‘Tt is 
assumed, from the condi- 
tion the woman was found 
in. that she was the murder- 
er,” said Ruediger Reiflf, a 
Berlin Justice Ministry 
spokesman. He said he did 
not have details on how 
Ms. Werner was killed, 
other than that she was 
stabbed to death. A judge 
ordered Ms. Lehmann held 
on suspicion of murder on 
Oct. 27 and she has been 
confined since Nov. 3 to a 
psychiatric hospital, he 
said. 


Anabolic steroid 
abuse may lead to 
cancer — doctors 

LONDON (R) — Abuse of 
anabolic steroids by body- 
builders may lead to cancer 
of the kidney, a group of 
‘British doctors said Friday. 
In an article in the medical 
journal, The Lancet, the 
doctors from Stockport and 
Blackpool in northern 
England cited the cases of 
two 26-year-old body- 
builders whom they had 
found to be suffering from 
the ailment They said that 
renal carcinomas are 
unusual in people under 30. 
The common factor in tte 
two cases was that both 
men had taken steroids — 
one for six years, (be otter 
for 20 months. 
“Bodybuilders take anabol- 
ic steroids in doses many 
times those required for 
therapeutic androgen (mal e 
sex hormone) replacement, 
leading to cyclical changes 
in the hormonal milieu,” 
the doctors wrote. “Our 
cases suggest a direct can- 
cer-inducing effect of ana: 
bo lie steroid abase os tte 
kidney” they said. In a 
statement. The Lancet 
commented: "Bodybuil- 

ders are already known to 
suffer from heart disease 
and impotence when they 
take steroids now, it seems, 
they may be at risk from 
cancer too.” 

Grave news for. . 
overseas Chinese 

BEUING (AFP) — The 
increasing number of over- 
seas Chinese choosing to 
be bnried in their hofflsliffid 
has forced the government 
here to limit tte con sump- 
tion of luxury cemeteries in 
order io preserve valuable 
arable land. The Ministry 
of Civil Affairs has ordered 
local authorities to tighten 
control over new fee-pay- 
ing public cemeteries on 
the outskirts of cities, espe- 
cially luxury burial, 
grounds, which boast laws 
.mausoleums, and are bwh 
with overseas funds. * 3 * 
China Duly said Friday* 


















